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By WILLIAM CROMPTON. 


Exod. 14.13.Stand ſtill,and ſee the ſalvation of God. 
2 Chron.20.12. O our God, wilt Thou not Judge | 

them ? for we have no might againſt this great | 
Company.that cometh againſt us, neither know we | 
' what to do, but our Eyes are upon thee. | 
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Loudon : Printed for Benj. Alſop, at the Angel and | 
Bible in the Poxltrey; and are to beſold by | 
Tames Cow{y, Bookſellerin Exeter. 1682. j | 
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A [eat oſt YO, 


GEORGIO YONG, 


Creditonenſium, 
Iz Agro Devonienſi Armigero : 


Nec=nomn 
GEORGIO LAPTHORN, 


Plymidenſium, 
Mercatori Celeberrimo : 


Nomine Virtutis non mihi ſolum noto-: 
Utriſque Sacrarum Literarum 
Patrons. Candidiſſims. 


Conciones ſequentes, tum Potenti.# 
Divine ſumme efficacis, eque 
ac Juſtitie illins omaimodo 
| mcontaminabily, 
| Do@rinam Dilucidantes : 
| D. D.. D. 
Fauſtaque uſdem omnia, non mi- 
1 calido voto, quam ipſimet, 


in hoc [cripto ; BLNDELTING 
COMPprecarur > 


Guhlel. Crompton. 
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|  Soveraign Omnipotency 
THE 

| SAINTS SECURITY 
| In Evil Days. 


ROM. iv. 17, 18, 


Even God who a uickneth the deag, 
| and calleth t oſe things that arc 
20, as though they were. 


# © His part of the Chapter cor 
tains an IiluſtriousCommen- 
dation of Renowned Abr-:- 
ham, and thatFaith whereby he receive 
edthe Promiſe to be the Fether of mae 
ny Nations ; and 1s deſcribed three 
| WAYS, VA, 
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1. By the nature of it, which he 
diſcovers to be ſracere ; not only out- 
wardly profeſt, ( though that was ne- 
ceſlary ) but inwardly rooted. It was 
Faith veforc God, and foundAcceſs into 
the Divine Prefence. 

2. By the extent of the Relation 
between Avraham and the Faithful ; 
and {d, IE 15 defined to be Univ Fl 
5 God is Father or all, Jews ard Gen- 

os s, Without diſtinction of Nation, 
Sox and Condition. Spirizmal, before 
11m waom he believed not - "oe 
ZOr A} pprehended by mcn without 
IK vol Hons 4 Cor. 2: 14..1.be - og 
I Ain recerver nct the things of. 
F447 SY rift cf &Q G04 , for triCy a are fooltſhacſs 
70 hn, ecitaer can he know them, for 
Hi oy are _ ity 4! diſcern E 
. From the ground of both, which 
is theSoveraicnty and Almighty pow- 
er of Gol , ſet forth by two things, 
7 vs Or icks ing the Dead, 25:4. co IL; ng 
19/1: That £30 4.0t as thor zh th:y werc. 
This ſap] mnorted 4by: - 13S Folth a- 


cnoinſt ol leeming 7 Impoſſic me Jes , and 
13-The 11CN Gcd abject of uns Dil- 
c _ i cho Pro RoULLOn or Wh, 


x. uC \F 
| 1-11 bon r firſt to break the Shell, 
Sys ima " the woride, 2s __ 1 


" 1 
fall under conſideration, and then of- 
fer you the Kernel contained in it ; 
Firſt I ſhall endeavour to unlock the 
Cabinet and then ſhew you the rich 
Jewels laid up in it ; which you will 
find to be of great worth and uſe in 
theſe Cloudy days, wherein the Di- 
vine Providence hath caſt us. 

For the former Branch; 1. Gods 
quickning tne Dead, 

A Short Sentence and diverily un- 
derſtood by divers Divines. I con- 
ceive,theReſurrettion is hereby meant, 
preſent in Soul, future of Body ; with 


ſome ſpecial Limitation to Abrahar: 


As 
i. A raiſing of ſuch aSced out of hi3 


acad Body. Rom. 4.19. And being not + 


weak in Faith, he conſidered not his own 
Body now dead, when he was about an 
huxdredyears old, neither yt the acad- 
neſs of Sarahs Womb. 1. e.Deſtitutre 
of all natural power to conceive and 
quicken. Yet Abraham could ſet his 
Seal to it, by Faith, as being within 
the Limits of Gods power. 

2. A recovering of that Sced alive 
from the dead, Heb. 11. 19, Acconn- 
mg that God was able to raiſe him up , 
even from the Deaa, from whence c/o 


A 4 be 
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he received, him in a Figure ;, which 
to nature and humane apprehenſion 


was impoſlible. Yet this Abraham be- 
lieved, becauſe of the Lords Al-ſuff- 
CL1eNcy. 

3. A reviving of the Body out of 
the Duſt, at the laſt Day : which A- 
b-aham believed the Lord was ave, 
and would certainly do it. 

The whole commends two things tp 
our Learning. | | 
"* Firſt, To quicken the Dead, 1s the 
Lords priviledge, an efjc& of his Al- 


mighty Power. 


TRIO Rn err 


' Secondly , That this Divine Privi- | 


ledge ſhiuld beto us a Ground of Fa: h, 

| For the former. See it promiicd, 
Iſa. chap. 26. ver. 19. Thy Dead Men 
ſhall Live, together with my Dead Body 
ſhall they Ariſe. To be underſtood 
either in a Phyſical or Moral Senle; 
with the Concurrent Conſent ef the 
Ancient and Learned Modern Expoſi- 
tors ; who obſerve, that there is 
nothing more uſual for the Church, 
and Holy Men therein, to Support 
their Hearts above all Incumbent Af- 


f:Ctions, and to Secure themſelves of 


— 


| 


! 
{| 
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| 


the Comfort of promiſedDeliverance, | 


notwithſtanding all the ſeeming Im- | 


proba- 
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probability thereof, by the General 


Doctrine of the Reſurrection. And 
fo, John 5, 21, 28. The Father raiſcth 
up the Dead and Quickneth them, cver 
F- the Son quickaeth whom he will. On 
which Ac. ount Chriſt is dec{arcd to 
be the Son of God, by the Reſurrc&ton 
from the Dead: R m. 1. 4. Fart, 
Railing others; as he did the Rulers 
Dau:hter,to the Aitoniſhment of all 
Beholde:s preſent at her Funeral; and 


-the W:dow?s Son of Naim, who was 


carried without the City to hisGrave; 
Chriſt ſtops the ſad Train, and Reſtq- 
ceth Life to the Young Man, andiome- 
vhat more Dear than Life to his Mo- 
ther. And the more Signally to Tr:- 
umph over Death, he Purſued it to its 


Fort, the Obſcurity of the Grave. . 


Lazarus was buricd for four Daies, 
his Carkafs was Corrupt , but Chrjſt 
called him from the Bottom of hjs 
Tomb with that Powerful Voice that 
Created the World ; The Dead An- 
{wers and comes forth to the Amaze- 
ment of all that ſaw the Glory of God, 
ſo Clearly Manifeſted. In all, he 
Teſtifed his Godhead, and the Truth 
of his Calling and Doctrine. Thns 
he raiſed ofcs and Elias, and made 
EF | - =" "ahem 


at. . 


EC. 
them known to his Diſciples by ex- 
tr2ordinary Reyelation, to Evince 
kis Doctrine not to be yew, but the 
jame in Subſtance with that Record- 
cd in the Law and the Prophets ;, both 
being repreſented by Moſes and Elas 
who though they were railed before 
him; yet it was not without him, but 
by the Fellowſhip of bis ReſurreGtion : 
As, though Light Riſeth before the 
Sun, yet it Rifeth not but by the 
Sun ; and the Mace goeth before the 
Magiſtrate, but it doth ſo only to at- 
Lcnd upon him. 

Secondly, Raiſing himſelf. TJohz 
10, 18. 1 have laid down my Life, that 
T mizht take it again, no Min taketh 
it from me , but 11ay it dowi of my ſelf, 
T have Power to lay it down, and1T 
have Power to Raiſe it u9 again, Here 
Is 2 glorious Maniteſtation of his Pow- 
er, that the Tomb could not Conſfine 
him, nor the Gravc-Sione ſtay him ; 
Bat throwing off thoſe Clogs, as 
Sampſen did ns Withs, he ſnewed him- 
folfa wile to his Bejoved Ones, and 
fo took. his: Jovous 'Afcent to the 
Right honl ef ihe Father, As Love 
1 jd Chriſt in the Grave, ſo Powy 
_Liifed him from the Grave. Love 
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Rockt him a Sleep, and Power Awak- 
cd him again. He broke through all 
Bars » Beat down all Oppoſition, and 
Sprang forth of his yeilding Dult , as 
a Triumphant Conqueror over Death 
and Devils. 

Ifit be objefted, That Chriſt roſe 
from the Dead by the Glory of the Fa- 
ther, and that the Further raiſed kim : © 

It is caſily anſwered ; This was not 
by way of ſupplement, ro make uP a- 
ny defe& of power in Chritt, but on- 
ly by way of conſent, to Chriſts own 
Power and Action; that ſo men might 
Honorr the Son and the Father. 7b. 
5. 19, 26. Or elſe, by the Clory of 
the Father, we may underſtand that 
Glorious Power which the Father 
£7ve unto the $on in the Fleſh, to have 
life from himſelf; becauſe that holy 
Spirit which immediatly quickned 
him,was both his and the Fathers: and 
ſo the Action was common to both. 
Thus. ike the Prerix, he go- th om: of 
the S pulcher jn the day of his Tr1- 
ump1s, al toht-d and enviror'd with 
F. _ of Triamykanr zlory. 

Afſaiing oth: FS, by h1 15 liohtg and 
ſ; fon or, that the\ * hall F iſe ago, 
3.0/6, 14. He is colled thn oft 
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Fruits of them that Skkep, The Trium- 
phant Reſurrection of our Lord, 1s 
the Root and Hope of ours ; with 
this he ſweetens the acerbities of our 
preſent life, and repleniſhech Hearts 
with the Antipaſt of their Immor- 
tality ; for, he aroſe .not barely ina 
Perſonal, bur. Publick Capacity ; and 
though it were a Damnable Hereſy of 
Hymeners, io ſay, Thar the Reſurrebti- 
071 was paſt ajready ;, Yet it 1s a truth 
to ſay, that it is begun. He firſt, and 
we at his coming, 1 Cor. 15. 25. By 
what is paſt in the head, we are aſſured 
of what is expected in his Members ; 
for, his Reſurrection js a Pledge and 
Earneſt of theirs. He having paid 
our Debt, Death cannot detain us in 
Priſon for it. Yea, it is a beginni:s of 
Qurs, as before is noted; he being 
raiſed who is the Head, the Body 
muſt alſo follow. If the Elder Bro- 
ther be ſprung out of the Duſt, the 
Younger Brethren ſhall not ſtay there. 
The Vine-Plant being inHeavenzthere 
the Branches muſt receive their Eter- 
nal Flonriſh. 

Object. 1, Is it. not ſaid, 1. Cor. 15. 
&. By TmE7 Ct7710 the Reſurrettion of the 
Jock | 


| Anſn. 


(9) 
A. It is %dv0eoms,luch a man as isGod 
alſo; from whoſe Will this large Soul 
of Nature had its motion, and who 
therein commandeth ſo univerſally , 
as he ſeems to hold the Heaven and 
Elements under here. to be infſtru- 
ments of his Wondets; it is he that 
lighted Stars at his Birth , and Eclip- 
ſed the Ancient Sun at his Death, and 
walked on the waters ason a Pavement 
of Marble. It is he, that caufeth the 
Earth to caſt out her Dead. 
Object. 2. Have not men done it ? 
Anſwer. 1. Stories of Men Raiſed 
by Men, are either Lies and Wuſions , 
as the Pythoniſt of E:dor raiſed the 
Devil in S4zmels Shape; and the 
Church of Roxze maintain many Idte 
Stories of Dead men Raiſed, to Walk 
and Live after Death. Otherwayes , 
Dead Men neither w-lk nor appear in 
Body or Soul , after Death. Or, it 
thereare any ſuch, Th-y are extraor- 
dinary Permiſſions, for Secret Ends, 
only known to him that Permits 
them. 
2. The Prophets and Apoſtles have 
done It, but in the Quality of Mini- 
ſters. So Eliſha raiſed the Shunamites 
Son, 2. Kings 4. 24. And Peter raif- 
ed 


C10) :---. 
ed Dorcas, Acts 9. 40. But: not by 
their own Power. It only belongs 
to Tiiſt to do this work, with an 
Or17iaal Power , which hath its Foun- 
tain in his Boſom ; with an Abſolute 
Command, which reccives no Modifi- 
cation 1a all Nature ; with a Simple 
'Th #2 wrcn needs no other Inſtrument. 
Ic was by Divine Influence and Afliſt- 

ancc in thoſe Prophets and Apoſtles 
to confirm their Doctrine,and to draw 
the Church ſooner to believe. 

3. It is the Divine Nature that 1s 
the Fountain of Life; he gives, takes, 
reſtores, to whom, when, and how 
he ple -aſeth. As it is with the Sea for 
water and the Sun for light, in the 
former, all the waters are gathered 
together into an Ocean, where they 
grow into ſwelling heaps, and are the 
ſource of all the Streams that refreſh 
the Earth; and 1n the larter , that 

o7cat Luminarie is the Veſſel, wherein 
the Lord hath gathered all light, which 
before was faitered in the Heavens , 
but 13 now united in that bright Lamp, 
which, running like a fizry Chariot, 
mizht rule the day, and illuſtrate the 
earth, making it 'Tuitfol, Thus it 1S 


with the Deiry for life, John 6. 63: 


1 he 


(11) 
The Spirit quickneth, the Fleſh profiteth 
nothing; The words that 1 ſpeak wnto 
you are Spirit and Life. And by this 
power ke quickneth the Dead. So that 
it's clear, the work 1s his. who is Lord 
of nature, and holds the Keys of life 
and death in his own hands. His light 
only can diſpel rhe darkneſs, and his 
voice only can break the ſilence of the 
Grave. 

The ſecond DeCtrine comes now to 
hand, v:z. | 

Doct. 2. That this Divine Privi- 
ledge ſhould be tos a oromd of Faith. 

Gen. 17.1. 1 am Ged all-ſ#fjcient, 
walk before me, &c. Walk before me 
who am all-ſuffciet, ſelf-ſufficient, O- 
riginal, Umverſal Good ; the Pillar 01. 
Abrahams Faith. And the Apoltle 
ſpeaks by way of wonder that any 
ſhould not belicye it, As. 26. 8. 
Why ſhould it be thourht at bing gnCrea ls 
ble with You) That God ſhould raiſe the 
Dead? Therefore it 1s that the Sacred 
Scripture doth frequently mind us of 
his power, to help our incredulitie ; 
Numb. 23. 19. God is net as man , 
that he ſhould lie, nor the Son of men, 
that he ſhould repent ; hath he ſaid it, and 
ſhall be net doit e or hath he ſpoken, and 
ſhall 
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ſhall he not make it good ? And apain, 
Is there any thing too hard for God ? So, 
Math. 19. 27. With God all things are 
poſſible. A main prop to an humble 
—_ » That ſeeing his own vile- 
nets,and theDivincExcellencies, which 
are warming and cnlightning, cryeth 
out, Lord if thcu wilt, th:u canſt make 
me cl.an, as it is recordedy Math, 8.:y 
2. This is the Rock, on which the 
weak Anchor of a Chriſtians Fai.h 
may firmly fix. You know Sampſons 
Riddle ; Out of the Eater cometh forth 
Sweet. The reaſon why Chriſtians 
ſhould conſider the power of God ; 
out of this ſtrong comes forth ſweet- 

neſs, | | . 
In the application hereof may be 

found, | 
UV/ſe 1. Matter of Correct:on, and 

that of two ſorts :  - 
Firſt, of ſuch that make it toohard; 
denying the Reſurrection. in op:nz07. 
As Pearls are diſſolved in Vinegar, ſo 
is Truth in hearts made bitter with 
Corruption. Thus we find many wick- 
ed and irregular Spirits, who having 
renounced the bleſlings of the other 
life, againſt the voice of nature in the 
order of the World, wherein we haye 
THE 
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<= (13) 
the New Birth of Stars, days, Sear 
{ons, Plants and Birds, who make a 
perpetual Image of the Reſurrection 
in the World , nay» 2g:1nt the touch 
of God, and impreſſions of verity on 
the very Gentiles, who have vrofeſſed 

the happineſs of che Soul in the other 

litz and the Reſurre107, even on their 

Tombs, to deny the Reſurrefion, SO 
the Saduces of old, Atts 23. 8g. Hyme- 
neus and Philetus, 2 1im. 18. which 
you may eaſily perceive; is not only to 
crack the eyeof a reaſonablejudgmentz 
but alſo to pull out the eye of Faith, all 

pure and czleſtial as It 15. | 
Or, in practice ; Let us eat and drank, 
for to morrow we ſhall die, 1 Cor. 15. 
32. Of thoſe,I mean, who drown their 
Soals in their Bodies and would have 
no time to live longer, than they have 
to ſin, and when there 1s an end of ſin- 
ning, wiſh there would be an end of 
living... And well it would be for 
them, if living like Beaſts, they might 
be annihilated like Beaſts. Thus men 
do err, not knowing the power of 
God. That God, who out of no- 
thing Created all things, can certainly 
reduce many things into one. When 
the Body is gone into a thouſand ſub- 
B ſtances 
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ſanees, he can eaſily make an abſtra- 


tion, and bring thatBody together a- 
gains; as a Chymilt , ont of ſeveral 
mingled together can abſtract 
one from the other. the Silver from 
the Gold, and the Alchimy from the 
Silver, and rednce every Metal to its 
own kind. Thus ſhould we much 


more belieye of God: that he is able { 


to extract 2nd reinveſt every Soul with 
Hs ownBody, though they are wing- 


led and confounded with many other | 


Subſtances. | 

The Perſecutors of the Primitive 
Chriſtians burnt their Bodies into 
Alhes and caſt them into the River, 
and all, 42d tollendam ſpem Re: ſurreFtin- 
715; but all in vain, for even they alſo 
faall ariſe to a derter Reſurrection ; 
for, at the Shrill Voice of the laſt 
Trumpet , the greatelt Jaylors fhall 
ſurrrerder up all their Priſoners ; all 
the {cattcr?d Duſt of Adams Secd 
ſhall ride upon Windy Wines, till it 
meet together in a collected Body. 


Ail th: Creaturcs in the world, that]: 


have made their Meat of mans fl-ſh, 
ſhall finde that they have eaten Mor- 
ſe]s to0 hard for the digeſtion of their 


weak Stomach, 1ſa, 26. 19, The earth 
(hill 
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ſpall caſt forth her Dead, as a woman 
doth an untimely Birth; the Grave 
ſnall be in travel with the Dead, and 
ſhall be delivered of them. 

Secondly, Such as make this work too 
eaſi2, ſaying they can quicken them- 
ſelves ; agcinſt all ſenſe and common 
reaſon. It is to maintain. a Propo- 
| ſitio: ridiculous to cl] humane under- 

ſtanding. Canany thing make it ſelf ? 
neiti-r can any reaſonable Creature 
raiſe it ſelf to an higher rank of bcing * 
than it 1s. A Stone cannot make it 
ſelf a Tree, to have growth and 
life 5- nor -can a. Tree-make it. ſelf 
a Beaſt, to have ſenſe, nor a Beaſt 
make it felf a man to have Reaſon, 
nora Rational man make himſelf a 
| Saint. Or elfe, aſcribe it to the Ordi. 
| nary courſe of Nature, depriving 
| the Lord of his Royal Prerogative. 
 Vſe2. Here iS matter oſtcred of ſtrong 
|; conſo]ation and encouragement to the 
| holy ſeed of Abraham; you believe in 
| him who can quicken the dead. For 
[| your ſakes, let me take leave > a little 
,| to open this Cabinet, that you may 
-| view the excellency of this powerful 
God in whom you believe ; and be ſure 
the proſpect will be very pleaſing. 
{ B 2 Death 
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Death, and ſo the Dead, may be 
couſidered three ways : 
1. Politice; There is a Death of 
Kingdomes and Stares ; as there is a | 
rifing and Rlourifhing, ſo there 1s a de- | 
caying and dying, they ſpring, flouriſh | 
and dye ; the goodlieſt , and ſtatelieſt | 
Politicx Bodies that ever the earth | 
bore;though animated with the ſ{earch- | 
ing Spirit of the moſt profound Polt- | 
cie,ſtrengthned with the reſolution and | 
'valour of the moſt Unconquer'd , ſight- 
ed with Eagles cycs, of largc1t depths, 
and comnrechenfions of States and 
Crowns, adorned with never fo many 
profſperities, and T rampRs 5 yer. like! 
the natuti] Body of a man, they have 
their reyolurionz and decays. Moſt 
enpparent, in the runes of the guar | 
Empire, once 2 glorious ag : : 
the once ſplendor. of the re ( 
Monarchie, 2nd the Venctizn Ariſte, © 
cracy , which fprons from the moſ} ©: 
contemptible Eeoinning ; veich thi 
Spangh State, which once appentt 
like a Com: t, threaining deſtruction 
ant givigg Laws to all the Nation 
roun!! oat her. The Beams anc 
= {tors Of a Stare may. be fo link! 
ogerher, fo rentomd and fet into on 
anothe 
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| (17) | 
another,as might embolden a bare Po- 
litician to determine it an indiſſolu- 
ble Conſtitution : But God under- 
mines all with theBreath of hisMouth. 
And Politicians have obſerved, that 
the longeſt ivd State on Earth, ſuf- 
fers great alterations and Periods 
within the compaſs of four or five 
hundred years. 

This decay 153 1. In matters Ecclef- 
aſtical, conceining Religion. As the 
Church prays, P/-4m. $0. 18, Quicken 
5, we call upox thee. And the power 
of Chriſt Shines marvcllouſly in the 
great Empire of his Church, which 


the Father bath put 1ito his hands, to 


build;raife and cement with his Blood, 
Iluminate with his Light, and nouriſh 
with his Pody. To conlirm which, 
the Hifttorian hath obſerv'd, how the 
De@:1o2 of the Albrgenſes was pre- 
ſerved, notwithfitanding all enenues; 
ang h2 109 4 the Privy Counſellonurs 
oi Nt:.ire.. who can tell where the 
Swallows 1io all the Winter, and how 
at ihe S7ring they have a Refurrecti- 
on from thor ſeeming deadacſs; Let 
them, {:j.h hc, flo inform 1s, in what 
viſible Sand wry, this Doctrine did 
In:Kk,in ſpice 6551] eppoſiticn and Per- 

204 {ecution ; 
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ſecution ; and how it reviv*d out of | 


Its Aſhes, 2t the coming of Luther, 
And withal he obſerves, that in thoſe 


parts of France, where the Albigen- 
{cs were moſt cruelly handled, nou | 


the Proteſtants ( the Heirs of moſt | 
of their Tenents ) moſt Flouriſh. 
2. In matters C:-21, touching the 


Law 2nd matter of Government ; as| 
the Lord promited, 1/a. 26. 19. Thy 


Dead Body ſill live, &c. Before, 


they complamcd of very hard labour, 


and tht they brought forth —_—_ 


but Wind; now, tLy Dead Body ſhzl 


Livc, Which ſcnie refer to the Bu; 
bylon ſh C:ptivity, wherein they welt 
is Dead Lones in the G TaVe, v without 
any Strength, Wiſdem , or viſtbl: 
hope cf being delivered ; Jet thougi| 
they ſecmed fo voy much dccaycd, 
as if they were quite withered :nd 
Conſumed with Calzmity and Death, 
he promiſed to rziſe them again, art 
Clochihem wah Beauty 'and Gor) 
Thus the Lord gu:ckers the Dead, | 
he bun his Fhcnix, out of the vcr 
Aſhcs he will reife another. 
2, Phyſice; And that is the Deali 
of the Body, of which we tave ſpoks 
pircady, Th Ei 7th, un } coſt forth bi 
De:4 


| 


SAS Ia iron 4 oo lt ts oc re Ae 
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Dead. This is eafie to God, to whom 
Miracles are as eafieas natural ope- 
rations. A Miracle being nothing elſe 
but a new Creation. 

3. Ethice;, Which is the Death of 
the Soul ; Two fold, Firf#, Tempo- 
rary ; either by the abſence of Grace 
or Divine Diſcretion ; when Man is 
indeed Dead; or. as a dead thing, in 
his own apprehenſion, the Lord quick- 
neth. You who were Dead he quickacth, 
Man 1s Impetent and weak, like a 
dea@ Member in the Body, he is in 
humſelf without Strength : And as the 
Organs can make no ſound, unleſs 
Breath be cauſed to enter into them) 
ſo neither can a dead Soul make any 
Harmony, till God breathe into it,by 
his Bleſſed Spirit. Secondly, Eternal, 
when the perſon is 'atually cut off 
from all hope, and irreccverahly ſhut 
up 1n ic eternal Abyſs. So, the Lord 
coth not, he will not quicken, 7 ke 
16. 26. There 1s a great Gulf, a Dia- 
wond Wall betwcen Hell and Para- 
cice, ſo that they who paſs from earth 
to Hell cannot return, Ge, Til: pro- 
vettone non Datur Progrefſets ; That 
Gulf being fixed by the immutable 
#nd iImmoveable Decrce'of God. 
>; + Q. How 


oO I - 
Q. How doth the Lord quicken the Dead? 
A.nſw. 1. By ordering all that falls 


ont in the World, for the good of 


his People, Ezek. 37. 12, 13. Thus 
fait b the Lord God, Behold, O my PFeo- 
ple, I will open your Graves, and cauſe 
you to come ou: of your Graves,” and 
brirg you into the Land of Iſrael ; and 
ye ſhall k:ow'thast I «m the Lord, when 
I have opened your Graves, O my Peo- 
ple, and brc ug''t out up out of yeurCraves, 
When things were bronght toa dead 
Lf, ihen' hs puts to {tis hand, his 
Scr:ng his made krowns and when 
tre dinger is moſt felt, then his hel- 


ping Arm 1s moit welcome. When | 
the Davgater of the Rule! of the Sy- | 


nagogue was d2a1, then Ch 1! 2ppea- 
red moſt =zdvrantzciouſl, 1: 5, 
Tiat was the word he wait d fo: and 
longed to hear. Ag 7{-xunder the 


” - 


Great {olaced timfelf with the great- 


— 


neſs of his Peril in 1nd;sr, Tard mn, 


Ar Aiiinomeo perieuliim vides :- 50 f. 
rcth 1; with our abſolute Monarch of 


the World, it is Joy ro his hezrt to 


ptroirat his time, till he ſee: the 


—T — 


— . 


hetght and maturity of danger , that, 
79 he may get the moxe honour. 


Will? things are but dying, there 1s 


*, 
4 


| 
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hope in nature, and In reſpect of us; 
but when they are quite dead, there 
is hope, if we Took up to God, and 
believe him who quickzcth the Dead, 
We need not meddle with the great 
Current of his Counſcls; his Power 
in the object of our Faith. He can 
make light in the midſt of duskie 
Nights, and Havens in the moſt for- . 
lorn Shipwrec ck; and if we were with 
kim in the Shadow of Death, what 
mould we fear in the Arms of Life ? 

. By infuſing Grace and working 
Life The Merhod or orcer he ob- 
ſerves 1s, #irſt, to kill by the Law,and 


then to cnicken by the Goſpel. Firſt, 


he Wounds, and the: Heals : ; He uſet 

Rod -, but ſuch as are Gipt in Balm. 
And fo the Lord quickens dzrily, and 
oftin wor kea Miracle ; end tyis in be- 
ſtowing Povcr upon his Son .0 quick- 
en; ond: thoſ- r= by Cegrecs drawn 
by Chit 0 him £ ovd vnited to 
him Fife Commu. 4 tothem. 
As th. Se refigq;; +3 che heart, re- 
toms oo Eoeronet 1. {lf,and iends 
fo.ih ©: 11 into +42. y rnited part, 
Famer bj; L and: '330 whole there 
5. £O8ths 1," Febn $5" 25. Verily 1 
fey 17110 YOu, 1 he” "Hour 7's com ing aud 
FIN; 


| (-22) 
now is, when the Dead ſhall hear the 
Voice of the Son of God, they ſhall hear 
and Live, John 14. and 19. Becauſe I 
live, ye ſhall live alſo. 7 

3. By returning every Body his 
own Spirit. Ezck, 37.5. 1 will cauſe 
Breath to enter into yep, and ye ſhall 
live. The ſame Body that dies ſhall 
riſe again. According to the hope of 
bleſſed Souls, who after the Viſton of 
God, do yet hope for the Reſurrecti- 
on of their Bodies, to which they moſt 
ardently wiſh to be reunited. As they, 
who are repreſented under the Altar, 
Revel. 6. and at the Tribunal of 
Juſtice, ask vengeance of their Blood, 
are inſtantly Cloathed with Whzte 
Garments, in Token of that bright 
Fleſh, which is to be joyned to their 
Immortal Spirits. However ſome 
have conceived, that the Soul ſhall 
be cloathed with a new Borly ; which 
if it ſhould be granted, what would 
the Reſurrection be, but a new Cre- 

aton? 

This Doctrine of the Returrection, 
is ſach, that it 13 too deep for Reaſon 
to wade, you mult let Faich ſwim. 
It is infinitely above Reaſon to ima- 
ginc, and we have ſcarce Faith enough 

£5 


(23) 
to believe it. Have an Eye to Chriſt, 
reſt on the Almighty Power. And ſo 
let me add in the next place. 

3. An Uſe of 17ſtrait;on, and that 
in two things. 

Fir5t, Never to diſparr, 

1, Not of the State, ſhould that 
be as low as Iſrael, Ezek, 37. 11, 12. 
Son of Man, thoſe Bones are the Houſe 
of Iſrael, behold, they ſzy our ſtrength 
25 dryed, and onr hope 1s liſt ,, we are 
cut off for cur parts; Therefore Pro- 
jhccy and ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the 
Lord God, Behold, O my people, I will 
cpen your Graves, ard cauſe you to come 
np vit of your Graves, and bring you 
into the Land of Iſrael. Though 
thinzs ſeem to Humane Apprehenſi- 
on, helpleſs and hopeleſs, look up to 
the Supream Power, who can, beyond 
all our thoughts, make thoſe who 
dwell in the Duſt, to awake and Sing. 
This Doctrine ſpeaks good news in 
that reipect. There 1s B-lm in Gilc- 
#d, and a Phyſician to heal, and this 
Phyſician yet Ewelleth in our Hemil- 
phere, with Healing under his Wings. 
Deſpair not, though ic be brought ſo 
low a3 the Diſciples, John 21. 5. who 
hid xo Meat: Tij3 Lord can turn 
| Stones 


(24) : 
Stones info Bread. Let us all pray» 
Lord increaſe our Faith ! 

2. Deſpair not of others, who are 
dead, and have a long time lain in the 
Grave of Sin. Only ſpeak toand for 
them: as Ezck. 37. 9. Come from 
the four Winds, O Breath, and breathe 
upon theſe Slain, that thcy may Live, 
You that have Sick, Dying, yea, Dead 
Relations, Children, Servants, Neigh- 
bours, Let your Bowels yearn over 
them; Lifc up a Prayer for them ; 
the Prayer of Faith may Heal theSick, 
and Save a Dead Soul. No better 
Payſick tobe given at a Dead Lift, in 
the moſt deſperate Caſe, than Prayer. 
All you that have felt the Diſeaſe of 
Sin, and thePowerful Mercy of Chriſt, 
learn to pity others, and hope for 
their Healing and Qunickning. He 
can turn noiſom Danghils1nto Mines 
of Gold, Brands of Hell into Light- 
{om Scars in his Firmameat. 

3- Deſpair not of your ſclves; 
though you have no Spiritual Life, 
but are all over like a Dead Carkaſ(s ; 
yet wait at tne gatc of this great Phy- 
ficiin; there may be a Time of Love 
conc, Ezer. 16.6, 8. H2 works at 
all hours. You may Reap if you 

Faint 


| 
|. 
| 


| 


n 
[ 
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Faint not. Dews weſter oſt Deris Vik 
vifucns. 

Secondly, be Inſtrutted, to prepare 
dayly for the generall Reſurrection) 
for the coming of the great day of 
God, wherein he may give you new 


- Bodies, Immortal; Agile, Incoruptt- 


ble, Priviledged with Favours, and 
Gilded with the Bright Splendours 
of the Body of Chriſt Jeſus. You are 
haſting towards that Eternal Eſtate 
every day. Forſake, Forſake the 
Love of tieſe fleight Cottages, thoſe 
poorAnt-hills, whichEnthral fo many 
Ke hes of thoſe Divine Seeds 
which bud under Generous and Hea- 
venly Breaſts. 

1. Ute the means,and look through 
them to Chrit; till ſaying, I have 
a Dead Heart, O Lord, ſome quick- 
ning Grace ! Chrilt 1s not of more 
Power then Sympathy. You hath be 
quickned, who were Dead. 

2. Be thankrul for Spiritual Life, 
in Poſſ:ſſion or Expectation. In this 
God hath done more for you, thon if 
he ha4 made you Princes of the Earth. 
In thts, he hath done more for you, 


- thin if he had 1aade you Angels. O 


be thankful! God in Quickning you, 
hath 


= IF 
OS IT 


—_ 
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hath done more for you, than if fie 
had given you the World. Let your 
Hearts and Mouths be filled with 
Praiſes. It is a Mercy calls for your 
higheſtPraiſes in theDays of Eternity. 


He Second Branch of the Text 

which Illuſtrates the Omnipotent 
Soveraignty of Chriſt, comes next to 
be Conſidered, v:z. 

Calling things that are not, as though 
they were. 

An Effect or peculiar Property of 
the Deity, wherebyGod ( with ſpecial 
Reference to Chritt the Son, who ap- 
peared to Abraham, and in whan he 
believing was juſtified) 1s deſcribed. 

The words are few, the Sentence 
ſhort.and hard to be underſtood : nor 
how it is a ground of Falth ; thar 
eaſily follows; but how ui tr; 
ſhould be in the Divine Underſtand- 
ing #7, how the God of Truth 
ſhould Congruouſly and truely call 
things that are not, as though they 
were ; this is difficult to conceive. 

For the Clearing and Opening of 
it, to the weak Capacity of man, 
ſome have and may , provided it he 
done with Reverence, Sobriety, and 

Refercnce 
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Reference to the Scripture chiefly 
(for we cannot ſpeak of God, but as 
he hath ſpoken of himſelf } take Oc- 
caſion to diſcourſe, 

1. Of the Infinite Eſſence, Compre- 
hending and Repreſenting all that 
ever ſhould have being) to the Divine 
Underſtanding. 

2, Of the Infinite Preſence, and 
drawing together the whole Succefli- 
on of time, as if preſent , not Imagi- 
narily but really, and Coexiſting with 
all time. 4 2mthar 1 am; z. e. The 
Abſolute Being, the Independent and 
firſt Original of all Eſſences ; Fchovah, 
the Alpina and Omeza, 

But while they have gon2 about in 
their own words to bring this Infinite 
Myſtery under mans finice Capacity » 
tney have left it more Obſcure. I 
concelve ir fafer to be Contented with 
Scriptizre Paraſes » not as Moulded 
this or that way by knmane Reaſon, 
but as they lye in the Text, viz. 7 
Unwverſalivzs, Large and General Ex- 
preſlicns, and not deſcend to curious 
Particulars; rather falling under an 
awinl Adoration and Beleif, than 
an exact Extrance on any ſuch Subject, 
beyond what we may be aſſured is Re- 

vealed 


i 0 08-] 
vealed. This is to be wiſe to Sobriery; 
Eſpecially, Conſidering) 


Firſt, Our great Apoſties Admi- | 


ration, Kom. 11.-33.0 the Depth of 
the Riches of the Wiſdom of God ! where 
obſerve a Difference between Wildom 
and Knowledg. Knowledg is of things 
to come, though Inconvenient and 
Diſallowed ; Wiſdom of things 
convenient and approved. As the 


excellent Dr. 7w:ſs, (Contr. Fackson) 


hath noced. And alio his Impoſed 
Silence, 2 Cor. 12. 4. His unſpeak- 
able words, act Lawful for any to ut- 
ter. It is not for you to kiow -- ACTS 1, 

Sccon#ly,The raſh and preſumptuous 
Adyentnre of ſome School-Divanes 
who, aff:ctingNovel:ty andObſcurity, 
deliver thing: hard to be underſtood 
( if not Impoſit»le to be ſo )about the 
Divine Attributes, thoſe ſcorching 
and Peircing Beams, that others may 
fear to hear or read. Such curious 
Pries there have been into thisArk and 
Cabiner of Gods Secrets, not meaſu- 
rable by the line of Humane Reaſon, 
or faſhionable by the Plummet of any 
Created Unc erſtanding. And there- 
fore we ſhould ſtill cry out, with that 


great Doctor of the Gentiles, 5 B## 
thirdly, 


(--29:- 

Thizdly, Conſidering how difficult a 
Paſhge 1t is; Nature helps little , 
and Qed bath ſpoken little of btmielf. 
How dargerous ISIt to Err? Homo 
ſum acn tate; Co ſecrets Det ;, Inveſti- 
ore ron Anudtos, hoc iffum 1cmerita- 
tis gens eſt ; Sanh Silvien, Lib, 3, de 
Guber, De:, And it was a grave and 
ſerious Speeci or S-ncca, worthy the 
Conſideration of the greateſt Divines, 
Aunquam nes V erceniores efſs arve- 
mins, 11471 ds &0 Azi tr. Tt frould 
not. feem ra ) 5 ſtrucken with 
thoſe Rayes w hich dazle the Eves of 
| S2raphins, we yeild to his Greatneſs, 

and diſcourſe in thie Secret Myſtertes 
of the Scripture, with grcat Modera- 
tion, and rake heed thar neither our 
Thoughts nor Tongues proceed any 
further , than the Baunds of Gods 
word do extend. We ſhould be wil- 
linsto be Ignorant, where our great 
Maiter w ovld 1 0t let us know. And, 
Neſcire velle que AMagifter maximus 

nos ſcire non vult,, Erudita Infcitia eſt : 
as Scaliger harh expreſſed it, Toall 
which I ſhall add that weighty Con- 
ideration of Renowned Calvin, who: 
Eib.' 1; Tuſtit:- eap;. 13. Seth. 21: 
Speaks 19 this Etfe &t > How may the. 
C Mind 


_ 
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Mind define the Immeaſurable Eſſence | , 
of God unſeen? and therefore with 
Avoulin, Hee Perobſrura ſunt, et 1utmide | © 
et Religioſe 1 ronttanda. > 

I ſhall therefore in handling this | , 
Text before us, do, as Men uſe to do | p 
in great Rivers or deep Waters, keep | 
cloſe to the ſhoar. and Labour to have F 
firm ground to walk by, both in Ex- ' 
plaining and efter in concluding thoſe 
plain Truths thence ariſing, molt ule- 


4 42, 
ful. for vs. | Þ; 
For Explication, we may take No- 05 
tice of three things. call; 


1. The. Subjct, implyed, He; 
the Meſſiah, the Mediator. Chriſt; G 
was he that appeared to Abraham ; 
Chriſt it was in whom he believed. 
He gave bhcing to things thar had no 
beings in the Creation. He blew theh 
Univerſe into an Exiſtency by the 
Breath of his Month, and by his Fat 
reared the Heaven and Earth wich all 
therein ; and he preſerveth them 1n 
being, and Reitoreth them in and by 
the Reſurrection. An Invincible Ar: 
gument of Chriſts Divinity againf 
the Arrians and Servetians, with 0 
ther Enemics, who will not that Chriſl 
ſhould Retgn over them, and will not 

Honou! 


at 
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Honour him with any perſon al Exi- 
ſtence, till he was born into the world 
of the YVire:a-Aary; they not being 
able to car ſo Replendent a Light, 
have cndeavour*d to obſcure it by the 
Fumes of their Brains. 

2. The Work, Cal. Taken e- 
{peclc Ily three wayes in the Holy 
ag ried Ando 

. For the Knowledge of God, Iſa. 
Wa, 6. I the Lord have _ chew PL 
Righteouſneſs, Chap. 43. 1. Fear not 
0 Faceb, I have Rodeened "thee; T have 
called thce by my Name, NTP , I o- 
cavir, 15s uſed In both Texts. And {© 
in the 147 Pfal. 4. He tclleth the 
Number of the Stars, he callcth them all 
ty Name. 
And this , cither of things in Act, 
hat have, been or ſhall; be ; called 


oſwle ; Called Scicntiam pro Sim 
lic Tntelligentie , ſo far as they are 
towable. 
| 2. It is taken for the Power of God 
Falling : z. e. Cauſing not only things 
at have no aCtual Exiſtence, to ap- 
ras being ; but giving them be- 
?1n time. So, in the Creation he 
ed for Light, 'Fi zzt, and there was 
C 2 Light 5 


centiam Pare Viſionts ; or of things 


'Þ 


poling his Creature , accord ing toth 
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Light ; and fo of other things; he 
calleth them into being, by his Neo- 
ble and Divine manner 'of working ,| 
which the Scripture calleth Creation, 
bringing them from 70? being to a be} , 
7, producing the matrer of whici | 
they conſiſt, preparing and firting it] 
45 noW 1t 15, Invelting ic with af Lhoſ n 
Forms and Admirable Qualities, of ; 
wilci ali the Motions of tactr Natur h 
do de -pend. And elſe-where, ith , 
faid, he calicd for Famine andthe Sworl 
7. e. he Commanded and EifeCtuaj; 
Cauſed. them , P/al. ro5.-16. Ji of 
25..".295 
3. Ic istaken for the A mifeſt ty 6; 
of6xb, in penn Nioans and G % 


Rignt and Dominion he lath or 
tl £11 25S C FEerares. A9m. 8, . C9. Un 
p ] 
7 19; Rica LH) il my. Pcyple wich were! 
37; iz i -ople CC, fl 
. Ho re 15 the Ef CE of this Wor 
74 wy ore , ©, Things that art 
# thourh thry Were. Not beings af 
a manner, are cauſcd to be. 
While ſome underſtand it of 
firſt, others of the Secondh, I cannot! 
ſc Reaſon, why we may not und 
ftand it of all. And fo they offer to 
Confideration, L, 


Aj P; 


997, 


(33) 
1. The Omniſcicucy of Chriit Jeſus, 
our Mediatour. 
2. The O-mipotency of our God, 

- in whom we believe 
| Firſt, The Omniſciency cf Czrist 
Feſus cur M:diatour. He callcth, 1,e. 
by his Knowledge forcſecing all things 
| preſented, as it actually exiſting be- 
fore him ; not as exiſting or Ling 
In the Divine Nature. ( as Lqutinas 
held their real exiſtence in Eternity , 
confuted by Scotus, ) Except by way 
of Eminency : bur as to cxilt in time, 
according to the Will and Wiſdom 
of the Creator; Pfal.--139.-2.. Thou 
kaoweſt my down-ſuting Revd my Up=it- 
ſig , i hou AY de; rſt at, Acje my Trneurk ES 4 
ſar off © a1 ng Veriſe 6. Suc! Knzwledge 
[is too Word ful for ms, it is bign, I 
| cannot a!t 15 fp - 1.0. his Omriſcionicy. 
[Unto with add » ( leſt any ſhouid 
conccive ll:!s to be verified of God 
| tne Father cnlv ) John 21. 17. Lora, 
thou know «ll IIINFS » {hou knew Jl 
that { ws Gy Spoken of Cirilt. 

Gojcet'd Iicre may be that of the 
| Mango, F1'rh 13.32, 0f that Day 
md Ficur bromah iu wan, ro wot the 
An, ds nbich cre in Leaves, nether the 
Son, bux the Full, 


L; p; F fv Y 
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Anſw. To which I Anfwer ; This 


Text hath puzled many. ' Ancient | 
and Modern; For retolution know, | 
That Chriſt did not know that | 


day as he was a Creature ; neither way 
it. fit for a Creature to know. Though 


co Chriſt 1s granted a Tranſcendent 
Krowledge : He had a Created Rnow- | 
ladge, anſwering his halels Capacity, | 


11 h1s Humane Natnre: Cencrearcd,. 


by aParticipation of the Divine Vi-| 
ſion ; [:: fuſed, n2ceiim! ily following 


the UHzpofatical Union, Yea, the 


Schoolman hata obſerved, that Carift | 
had an. arquired ond experin cid 


Knowledge, dojly gotten by the opc- 
r3tion of the active inretlect, mak 
ſpecies actually iniclligtble, abitred 

ing them from tie Phantaſms Yet 
as man, he kaew not that day. There 
are two things to be coniidercd in 


Chriſt ; v:z. His Per ſix; and fo hel 
JS QOmnilcic.#t : his {i ine ON Ate, | 


and to Be was 1ubjock to a Ae; 2010 


12norance of- ſuch thinz3, wherecor the| 


Humane Nature w:is not capable. 
lotus Chriſtus, was Omnitticnt ; but 
NOt Toru Chriſt: ; he knzw as Þ 
was God; he did not know is he was 


man, Neither 3 1t any diihorour to 


Chriſt, to have ſuch an ignorance 
imputed to him, ſince it doth peculi- 
arly belong to tis Humane Nature. 
But, 

2. We may reſolye the Text thus 
thatit did not appertain to his Office 
toreach them of that time ; So Noſce 
Is put for Docere; 1 Cor. 2.2. I De- 
rermiacd to kyow nothing among you 
Ut Chriſt Fcſus and him Crucified, 1. e, 
to Preach iny other thing, but Chriſt; 


his Name and Grace, his Spirit and 


Love ſhall Triumph in my Diſcourſes 
to you. For without doubt, then 
Chriſt knew that day. 

Now to add more force to our Pen, 


we will here propound ſome Enqtt- 
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ries, the reſolntion of which, will 
yelld gicat ilaitration to this Do- 
(trine. | 

&. How aid Chriſt know ? 

Anſw. Not by diſcourſe, as men 
and Angels do, We know one thing 
afrer ariother., and one ting by ano- 


ther. Bur the Infinire Underftanding 


of Chriſt, grafps all things, Sz ef. 
Senidl, at an Inftant, without any Dt- 
latory Veiw or long Devate 3 by ſes- 
Ingthe Dtermin: tion of his own' 
Will; all being prefeac before himz 


C 4 wha 
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who is preſent every where. And 


that for divers Reaſons : 


-I. Becauſe he had the dex of all, 
and the Rexiſon and Ground of al 
preſent before him. *' Though” the 
Knowledge here ſpoken of, is not ſo 
much direct, intending 0 the thinzs 


rhcmſelves ; 2s R:f-x , by an Act of | 


Intnirion 01 himſelf, the molt clear 
alaſs nc {ceth all things in. 

2. Becauſe: his Eye was: carried 
trom 2] Etcrnity, upon and ove 
ail ; and] rhatby Vertne of the Eter- 
miry ond Immenlity of his b2ing. God 
151n 21 th Ng, and therefore knows 
all thinzs.: He 1s 2 Sphere of Infinite 
Greatn2!s * and Efficacy, and whatever 
iz beſides this Sphere, muſt neceſſarily 
be within it, Encircled and Fold vp 
init. And hence David rroves Gods 
m7! ven by 1s Omiipreſence, 
Pj. 1:3.4:.2. 

3. FTne Effet doth evor vertnally 
pre-exilſt jn the Ec: cue; either 
£omaliy,os In Uni yocal Caulcs, or- by 
way of Eminence, 2< kere.  Allthi "mg 
known by God, are God, jn a2 n ore 
Nob! le Manner than im themictves. 

: . How can Goa know things 
thaw are not ; IGr 7.077 Clts, mall eft 


Soren, 17 © p Av [ir | 
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Anſv. Ofno being ſimply, neither 
in Act nor Power, the Rule 1s true, 
þut thoſe 744i om not Beings. , 
were then in efſe Cognito, and ſhould 
certainly Þ2 in efe Formal : ; He firſt 
ſceth them in his own Eflence, and 
then blows them into being, by the 
Breath of his Mouth, by kis. comman- 
CIS word. 

Quett. 3: Wherher this do nat make 
fom: thing fur Equivocation e | 
Anſw. Not at all: For, 1. To call 
things that are not, as thongh they 
Were, 1S Divine” Priviledge, men 

- may not do ſo. 2:It. is a1 £ffcatial 

Repreſentation, not a nmril Refſer- 

| vation. One thing ls not CONCErren 

and another catled ; but things on 7 
fr eZE HEC-£: lcd, ©$3t INC yY me 
which ſagil be 1n Eme, 75 the bg Were 
known and called b2fore time. 
Onpjectod than 3c 119 D2) {. at the 

Lrdjorcſan Siny as if it had been 18 

LCs 
Aifp. Untoubtculy he aids pir- 

peſitz to nroduce and ſulain the Act, 

and JC: mz the of Tre 30 Y. KC Can- 

TOE FCHCCT GN God, :, 5.11 .hearere the 

An:o-of Sil, in ND: Preveniing 1tz 

For then Sin be the york thing in 

"the 
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the World, yet the exiſtence of Sin is 
not Evil, for then God wonld not Per- 


mit it to be. Proſper and Hilary h 


both , with Renowned Auſtin, ſay, 

The Cauſe hereof may be unknown to 

to us, but unjult it cannot it he as God, 
Which Doctrine offers to us, 


1. Matter of Information, in the fo]- 


lowing particulars. | 

Firjt , of the 1ndependency of the 
Creator, In producing and diſpoſing 
of the Creature. Nothing out of God 
did move him to do any thing to them, 
True it 1s, that he knew them in him- 
{elf, in their Cauſes,and in themſelves; 
not by Species reſulting from them 
but by Refl-ction on his own Nature, 
Extra ſe non querit Lumen ut viatat, 
1pſe enim eff qui videt Cf unde v1der. 
He needs notLight from without hin- 
{If to fee by»for he it 1s thit Ffeeth, and 
from himſelf it 1s that he fecth 5 as 
Bernard exp elleth TRE ET; Before 
I Formed thee ta tne Momb, I hit thee, 
2 Tim..2 19, The Lord bavwern who 
re his 5 T2, UM UT 2 5 No Love, 10 
Election, no forcicen Faith or Work: 
tor then they ſhould have been tore- 
{cen 1n.God and not in Man. 

Sccoiraly, of the Neceſſity of the 

Creature 5 
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Creature) both in reſpect of Exiſtence 
and ks Opar eg He calleth thoſe 
things which are not, as though they 
were , becauſe of the Neceſlity and 
Certainty of their being. Under-. 
ſtand this with Reference to the firſt 
cauſe. For if we look to ſecond caules, 
there are three forts, Viz. Neceſſary » 
which cannot but do this and that ; as 
the Fire necellarily burneth, and the 
Sun ſhineth. _ Free, to this or that Act; 
as the reaſonable Creature is. Con- 
tzagent;, beyond a SIN" Pro- 
ducing "Effects accordingly : bur all 
known to the firſt Cauſe, before they 
W<crey as it they were. So that there 
is no Room nor need for any Sczent2 
411, dia. 

] 1irdly, we are Informed how this 
Divine Omniicience is a ground of 
EF ith: viz. On a Three-fold account. 

1. A$1: 1s known to be fallible: 
nts Piiviiedgze that cannot deccive, 

nor. be dc oivec x. | 

2. Aichi know A iO be Timnut v1 c 
L13jeCt to av Alteration or Variati- 
ON, Tam: . I L' 7. he 1s. deſcribed co 
b: with wut -v*, raablinets 07 SOAaumw of 
Coange - As the Sun, he Shins : ways 
WINE; i ſame Rayes ct Brizh-neſs 

(Ecclipſes 
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( Eclipſes only excepted; ) an At- 
tribute that runs through all the reſt; 
his Mercy, Counc1l, Love, are all 1 im- 
mutable, his Heart is the ſame to day 
and for ever. We may be Changed in 
our opinions and Eſtate, but the Dj- 
vine Nature never Cnangeth. 

3. As It is Jncommunicavle, Eyc- 
ry Creature 1s Finite, and this is In- 
finite. The Gods of the Gentiles 
were often herein challenged and 
found wanting: The firit Angels 
would have had 1c; but funk under the 
weight of that deſire ; and Adams 
Candle aſpiring to be a Sun, hath 
burf\t the d1mmer ever fince. 

All theſe laid together, will prove 
a ſtrong Motive to belleve. 

*. Inthe Second U/e of this point , 
15 diſcorcreq the folly of men, in two 
things, v:Z. 

Firſt, In endeayourins tc prevent 
Gods Omniſciency, by finning ſecure- 
ly becauſe ſecretly, 1 lizgina decp 


14 < 
© hide their Plo's. Hear the Lon- 
e282 0r. the Prophet;. Iſa. 24. 19 
16. tie to th anthat dirs aerp, to hi 
their Conrfels from the 3 Cord... FT hey 
think no eye ſeeth them, not tis, who 


can do 2othing bus ſee : How vain 
, The 
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The Eyes of God are like two Fla- 
ming Torch2s, more re{plendent rhan 
th Sun it ſelf ; none can ſteal front 
his Licntning Flaſhes. Screetch-Owl; 
may find Holes and Nights to keep 
them from the day, which they can- 
not abide. but he that flies from rhe 
Face of God, where c21 he find dark- 
neſs enough io hide himſelf ? Obliad 
and infenfible Fugative from the So- 
vereign Eilence, 11 the Region of 
Nothing, whither wilt thou go, not 
to find the reproaches of thy Crimes! 
Be Corttent, hetha: can fave from 
the deadlieſt extremities, can alfa ſez 
in the darkeit o»ſ{curities. 

Secondly, In endeayouring to uſurp 
it 3-and- thar, 

1. By maniicſt falſhood not only of 
the Pope and his 2dh-rens, definins 
and concluding thines that are no: 
as thougn they were ;-but others al- 
10, who daringly call their Sins, Geds 
Temptations; {6s WWemin thin ga- 
veſt me, Ec, And many; have laid 
re Butards of Hercefie.ro the door of 
the Sanctuary, and called Di:ibolical 
Sedunttions, Evanzellc2] Revelations ; 
as. if the Father of Lizhts- could 
bring forth the Wes of Death. This 
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is touſurp the Royal Prerogative of 
Heaven, and to invade the Lords In- 
communicable Property. 

2. By Flattery ; and that either of 
our ſelves or others. Of our ſelves; 
calling Carnal Contents , Pleaſure , 
Diſſolute Paſſions, true Mirth ; Cove- 
zouſneſs, Providence 5 Yaun-Glory, 
Curioſity ; Preſumptior, Hope  Fa- 
ding Creatures, trae Riches agalnit 
our Knowledge. Sulomon calls them 
wn ovra,thin gS that are not, In comparr 
{on of true Riches, Contentment and 
Duration ; for they make to them- 
ſelves Wings and flic away as the Ea- 

le towards Heaven, Of others ; eſ- 
pecially the Great and the Rich ; for 
ſooner will an hor May want flies, 
than ſuch want Flatterers, calling 
them to be what they are not. Such 
was that Paraſite who endeavoured 
to pufi up King C:rutus,by telling him 
that all his Dominions, nay the Seas 
themſelves, were at his Command. 
And Onuphirus the Popes Biographer, 
praiſed Hildebrand, or Gregory the 
Seventh, for notable Acts and great 
Vertues, whom Cardinal Pembo true- 
ly deſcribed to have been a Mnrthe- 
rer, an Adulterer, a Conjurer, every 
way 
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way as bad as might be. ark Aztho» 
ny was a Prince extreamly difſolute» 
yet was by his Flatterers called, God 
Bacchus, and he ſoon came to that 
ſhameful] impudence, as to have that 
title engraved on his Statute. Such 
ſervile Souls there arc, wi bind 
themſclves like Fiſhers Angling Lines, 
ſeeing their advantages to depend on 


lmpertineat Diſcourſe, and that the 


falſe Altars of Worldly Greatneſs 
will de ſerved with ſuch Smoke, ſpare 
it no more thana man would water 
in a River. No Age, but has been 
peſtered with tuch Cattle. Nec70?s 
Courtiers would ſfooth him up for 
his ſinging, though it were exceeding 
ill, with a Ozam pulcher Ceſar Apollo 
Auguſt us ' Like theFlatterer in the Fa- 
ble. who accomodzting himſelf to 
the time, gave the Ape mary {peci- 
ous praiſes, ſaying, He was a Verms- 
lianRoſe,and that thoſe that <cnviron'd 
him, his YoungOnes,were the Leayes; 
that he was the Sun, and thoſe «bout 
him were the Rates; that he was as 
Valiant as a Lyon, all his off-{pring 
were a Race of Young, Lyons. With 
a multitvde among our ſ{clves, who 
call the niggard, Bourr:ful:;, the Vo- 
I:iptuousz 


- 


open Am bi nin een onto Gone erat ee 4 = 2s w 
— _ I 
= 9 nn ge wo —_ 


a — 


tree render eee 


(44) 


hnuptious , Caſte , the Proud, Fun 


bi; the Civil Man, R:1:c7045 3 above 
their Knowledge ; they irenot id we 
ſee It neicher can we make them {o, 
299 therefore ſhould nor call them {o, 
Uſe 3 3; ik che third place, LS Do- 
ctrine yeilds fingular comfort to all 

_ Faithful. Your SAVIOUr, 
- Knows all your enemies to Pre- 


= them. 4#fe that firs 1a Heaven, | 


Liughs them to ſcorn , the Lord will 
have thei in Deriſum be they never 
fo cunning and polltick ; the Di- 
vine Providence ſhut up ina Cloud, 
Roareth over their heads, end 1n a 
moment will oyerthrow the Moun- 
tains of Wind, which the Tyrants 
of the World raiſe on2 upon the 0- 
ther, and mak2 their fily witdom 
appear lik? an Owl, unteathered and 
alham'd at tie Raies of Noon-day; 
though their al:rndes may be ſo ma- 
ny Raviihments to dark the Earth. 
As it was once ſaid of Anthony con- 
cerning Au7jirs, fo It way be of 
Cirilt and the Enemies of his people; 
His Gezz15 g9e5 beyond theirs, 

H2 knows all our wants to {up- 
ply them ; inward, outward, of Soul, 
Body, for Prielcnt, for Furnre- 


Cheer | 
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Cheer up your drooping Spirits, ir 
the Conſideration of your Saviour: 
Je him dw: {th «ll fulneſs, as he 1s 
Mediatour; eſtabliſhed and deſtinated 
for your Salvation 3; ſo that all 
Perfection, Riches, Grace and Excel- 
tencies meet there togeth<r, Divinity 
and Humanity fill'd with all the Qua- 
lities and Properties that pertain to 
them , there concur ; which Chriſt 
hath not for himſelf, but for his Peo- 
ple:, as the Sea hath Water, to Con- 
vey unto the Earth, and the great 
 Luminary hath Brightneſs to Enligh- 
| ten the Heavens and the Earth, that 
from 1t, as from a Common ſource, 
might Stream forth into all things 
| all the Flame and Warmth they 
Want. | 
3- Chriſt knows all your Sins, to 
Pardon and Subdue them. He cal- 
leth you now, what you are not ; Cant; 
4. 7. Thou art all fair my Love, and 
there is no Spot in thee, You fhaſll be, 
becauſe he will make you ſo. Your 
Light ſhall be without any Shadow » 
your Beauty without the leaft Spot 
to diſgrace it. Thoſe Roſes that afe 
now in their Bloſſom , ſhalt be fully 
blown', and thoſe Stars which are 
| ['D] now 
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now Impriſoned in a Cloud, ſhall be 
{et in a Clear Skie. The Bright D1a- 
mond of your Souls, now ſoiled 
with Corruption , ſhall be cleanſed ; 
all the Black Spots now fixt there , 
ſhall be changed into radiant Lights of 
Heaven. Comfort one ancther with theſe 
words / 


Uſe 4. Laſtly, We are hence in- 


ſtructed in ſome few Duties, vzxz. 1, 
To ſhun inward Sins ; Hypocriſie, 
Pride, Vain-Glory, Infidelity , as 
carefully as outward and more vili- 
ble Sins. God 1s Omniſcient , and 
views the fins of the heart, as well as 
the {ins of the Life ; the under Rovts 
as well as the upper Boughs. He ſees 
Faults where men ſee none. Nay, that 
which ſhines to mans eye like a Dia- 
mond, 1s 11 Gods Bailance a Con- 
temptible Worm, It was a wile pra- 
Ctice, therefore, of that Arabian we 
read 0i, whoto prevent fin, repre- 
ſented to himſelt over his head, an 
Eye which perpetually enlightned 
him» 2n Ear which heard him, and 
an Hand which meaſured out all his 
Deportments and Demeanours. Vert 
iy, the due conſideration of Gcds 
ve, WuUl blunt a thouſand and 4 

thouſand 
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thouſand Arrows ſhot againſt the 
heart of a reſolute Chriſtian. If the 
cxerciſe thereof, were as familiar to 
us as It 1s effectnal; how power- 
ful a motive would tt be, to cleanſe 
all the impurities of our Intentions 
and af. tions, and give us leave to 
arrive to the top of Pertection ! 

2. To ſeck to him for Knowledg. 
Imorance is no Branch of his Image 
who is Omniſcient. Let it be the 
| Mother of Popiſh Devotion , ſuf- 
 ferit not ſo much to be with the 
Profeſſion of Chriſts Religion. He 
ziveth wiſdom {b:7:Þy. He deſcend- 
ed into the Country of Darkneſs, to 
catter Knowledg by his brightneſs, 
and ceaſeth not to give light, and 
kindle in our hearts many Inſpirati- 
ns, which are like ſo many Stars, to 
conduct us to the Founrain of our 
Happineſs. Hear him promiſing , AU 
thy Children ſhall be taught of God. 
[tis his Prerogative io teach Hearts. 
The Sun enlightens che World, and 
Chriſt enlightens Souls. Make it your 
mayer, Lord, breathe upon us ; 
ſreathe thy Spirit into thy Word ! 
|fou may read the Bible and hear Ser- 
 \nong over and oyer, but to no pur- 
D 2 poſe 


Knowledg ; becanſe we have ſeen ! 
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poſe, tall the Spirit of Chriſt Shine 
In your Hearts; and the more Com- 
merce you have with the Divine Ef 
ſence, the more ſplendour you ſhall 
enjoy. And having obtained, uſe 


all ro his Glory from whom Foul 


receive all. Be faichful Stewards. 
Like as ſmall Rivers, which pay tneir 
Tribute and acknowledgments to the 
Treat Ocean whence they came. | 

3. Prize the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
ſet an high eſteem npoa him : why do 
we Reverence Learned men amony, 
our ſelves as thoſe eminent Dottors, 
Reynolds, both former and latter; 
Perkins, Bolton, Luther, Ac lantthon, 
Aſuſculus, Beza, Calvin, ZLanchy, 
Chamicr, Camero and others ? Amony; 
our Adverſaries, Lumbard, Aquinas, 
Duraiid, Hales, &c. Among the Ger 
ziles, Ariſtotle, Plutarch, Homer, & 
With other brave Fellows, ſeparate 
from us, by many Lands and Seas, 
yea , by Death; and all for ther 


Ray of their wits npon Paper , Bea 
of their Knowledg , which was but 
drop of his Ocean, and a Spark of hi 
Lizht, who Enlightneth every off 
1:7 cometh into the World ; - 

mace 
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made them admired. If Alexander 
could ſay, That he was more Bound 
to Ariſtotle his Schoolmaſter, than to 
his Natural Parent ; how much more 
are we Bound unto. and ſhould we. 
Prize and Praiſe our Omniſcient 


Feſus e 


Secondly, we have here offer*d to 


' our Conſideration The Omnipo- 
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| tency of our God, in whom we Be- 
| Lleve, 


He calleth ; z. e. he Cauſeth things 
not only to appear, but alſo to be in 
time, as they were willed and ſeen be- 
fore time 3 

This Power is either Abſolute ; 
whereof ſacred writings ſay bur little, 
and about which, we are not to en- 
quire ; or A441, as Limitee by his 
Will, and Ordered by his Wiſdom, 
togive being, and diſpoſe his Crea- 
tures by means, to their ſeveral ends. 
Of which we are now to diſcourſe ; 
giving us two Obſervations ; viz. 

1. That our God, in whom Abraham 
believed, and we ſhould beliJve, is Omni- 
potent, 

2. That the Onnipotency of our God, 
1m whon'Vwe ſhould believe, is a firm 
ground of Faith. 
| D3 For 
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For the former ;; Our God is Onmi«. 
potent,  Hecan doallthings that im- 
ply not Impe;feftion ; as toS'n, and 
deny himſelf: to Sin » Is againſt his 
S,premacy ; he hath no Superiour a- 
g inſt whom he might offend ; It is 
againit his Natural Sanctity and Om- 
nipocency. Or, that imply not a 
Contradiction 3 as to be and not to be. 
at the ſome time, in the ſame Re-| 
ſpect, becauſe that is Repugnant to | ,, 
Enrity | 
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Thi is true of all the Perſons ; 1. - 
Of the Father; none ever Acknow- | 1 
edging a God, denying it. SO we 6 


have it in the Apoſtles Creed, I belicve th 
in God, the Father Almighty, Where, | 
Almighty, 15 applycd to the Father, 
T:ci:;fively ; as, Lord,or Dominion Is | c 
appropriated to the Son, not exclu- | F 
ding che Fathcr or the Holy Spirit. | 

Hence 1t 15, that Hcorcticks have ap- fo 
propriatcd ail the Atcributcs of Eter- | 
ny, Omniiciency, Omnipotency, to 


the Father alone. p 

2. Itisrrueof the Sor. John I. 3-| th 
Hl things were mage by him, and with- th 
out bs. TAS nothing ade: Which | G 
yy Gt: age od adged Tor P*e more | Ms 
£Gertainy ; * D2INg uſual wich the N: 


Hebrews, | 
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Hebrews >» thus by Neegation to 
Confirm, what before they have af- 
firmed, where they would aſſure that 
the thing 1s ſo indeed. He 1s there- 
fore ſtiled, The firſt and the laſt, Revel. 
I. 17. It is a verity that is written 
with the Rays of a vaſt number of 
Divine W:tneſſes. 

3. It is true ofthe Holy Spirit. Ger, 


| 1. 2. The Spirit moved onthe Face of 
| the Waters ; 1.e.he ſuſtained them by 
| the Power of his Sublimity. How- 


ever Interpreters have yaried here- 


| about, yet all conclude it to be the 


Spirit of God, nothing diſtin from 
theDeity, or Infinite Aftive Power 


' of God, Sothe Pſalmiſt, 95 Pſalm, 
| which our Apoſtle takes notice of , as 
| ſpokennot by, but of the Holy Spirit ; 
| Hebr. 3. 7. 


The Grounds whereof are two 
old, | 
1. The Unity of Nature doth im- 


| ply,cquality ofPower ; we ſay,we be- 


lieve there are three Subſiitences in 


the Divine Eſſence, and that each of 


thoſe Perſons, is truely and proper ly 


| God: and we find ſuch Attributes 
and works aſcribed to the whole 
| Nature of the Deity, to the ſeve- 
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ral Perſons Subſiſting in that Divine | 
Nature, as do evince their Power to | 


be the ſame. 
2. This Manifeſtation of power, 
is opus ad extra, and therefore com- 


mon : According to that conſtant | 
Rule of Credir among all Divines, | 
Operalrinitatis ad extr « ſunt indiviſa: 
Bur eſpecially Attributed to the| 


Second Perſon here and in moſt pla- 
ces ; becauſe that is moſt benefict- 
al tothe Church, and is moſt op- 
Poſed by Enctmies, Gen. 17. 1: 
1 am God Almighty, | Elſhadaai, ] 


ſignifying, either Suffczency, becauſe} 
he 1s ſufficient of himſelf, as Pſalm} 


{ 


16, 2. My Goodneſs extendeth not to\ 
thee, &c. He is Infinitely aboye Crez | 
tures, Infinite in Eſſence and Good | 


ne,comprehending within himſelfal 


good, and anticipating It to all Erer-| 


nity with an incomparable Eminen; 
cy. Or elſe, it ftenificth, Omnpotcr- 
cy ( for the word will bear toth) 
all things yielding to him, both for 


their being, order and continuance. 


Gen, 18. 14. 1s there any thing too hard 
for the L #4? Numb. '23. 19. God 45 ni 
as mn that he ſhould lie, neither the 


Son of Man » that he ſhould Ton; 
| | pa 


i 
1 


| 
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| hath he ſaid, and ſhall he net do it ? Mat. 
| 19. 26. With God all things are poſ- 
fible. | 


But what need of proof ? It is a 


| truth written as with Rayes of the 
| Sun; confirm'd at leaſt 9o times in 


| the Scriprures of God, as ſome have 


taken pains to reckon them. Add we 
may 

1. TheConfeſſion and pra ic? of the 
Saints of God in all Ages; 26-707. 20. 
12, O ourGod wilt thou nat judge them ? 
2 Chron, 25. 9. God hath power 
ro help and tocaſt down, Flying 5: 0m 
their Enemies both inward and out- 


| ward), to reſt upon his Rock of Pow- 


er. Rom, 7. 25. 1 thank, God through 
Feſus Chriſt. yz Cor. 15.57. O De.th 
where is thy Wing ! Thanks be to God 
through Chriſt. 

2. The works of Chriſt ; Curing 
the Diſeaſed ; Mark 5. 26, 27. Clean- 
fng the Temple, Math. 21. 12, 13. 
Which Ferom Attributes to his Om- 
npotency ; that he ſo mean, ſhould at- 
tempt a matter ſo conſiderable, a- 
gainſt ſo many proud, inſolent per- 
ſons, arm*'d with Authority, and at 
ſuch ® time z and extolls it above rai- 
lng of þazarns from the Dead, Re- 
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foring theBlind to ſight, and theLame 


to their Limbs. This was his Divine 


Work. Not to omit the mentioning 


of his Changing Water into Wine ; 


John 27. 
Thus as the greatneſs of the Sun 
is meaſured by a ſmall Shadow on 


the Earth, ſo many times there needs | 
but few words to illuſtrate a great | 


Vertue. 

The Reaſons are many. I ſhall chuſe 
out and inſiſt upon two only : 

1. The Unitie of Nature common 


to all the Perſons, Fohn 17. 22. 4s | 
we are one, Unum per Unitatem ; 1.e, | 


by the abſolute ſimplicitie of Nature, 
Phil. 2. 6. Who---Reckoned himſelf c- 
qual with Gad, in that incomprehen- 
ſible abundance of PerfeGtion,where- 
of the ſupream Adorable Nature 1s 
full ; as Life, Goodneſs, Immenſity, 
Eternity, Holineſs, and all other 
Properties, which it hath in an infal- 


' Hhle manner. Now from the purity 


andPerfeCtion of rhat Infinite Bzing , 
we may thus argue for Omnipotency, 
VI. 

That which hath Being and is moſt 
diſtant from Paſſrve Power, being Ens 
Simpliſimum, & Actus purifſimvs, 4 
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mot Simple Being, and a moſt pure Aft, 
| muſt partake Infinitely of Attive Pow- 
er; which 1s Ommnpotency, 

| Again; {n whom us found the Per- 
feltion of all things, in him is alſo found 
the Perfeftion of Power : But 1a Chriſt 
# found the Perfeition of all things, Emi- 
| nently, as is already proved, therefore 
| inhim>} is the PerfeCtion of Power ; 
which is Ommneperency , to which no- 
thing can be added. 

2. The Equality of Attributes ; 
2581s his Knowledge : ſos his Will and 
| Power , P/al. 135. 6. Whatſoever 
| the Lord pleaſed, that did he in Heaven 
| ard Earth. Now Knowledg and 
Power, are ?ccording to the Cond1- 
| tion of Nature ; Men know and can 
do ſomething ; Angels know and cn 
do more; but God moſt of all, his 
Knowlede is Infinite, and ſo muſt his 
Power needs be. 

The Second Doctrine from hence, 
now comes to hand, viz. That this 
s a Priacipal Ground of Faith. 

See Heb. 11. 6. Without Faith it 
x Impoſſible to plcaſe God; for he that 
cometh to:God, muſt believe that he xs , 
and that he 1s a Rewarder of th:m that 
diligently ſeek him. | 
- | Gen. 
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Gen, 17. When God would encoy- 


rage Abraham, he maketh himſelf 
known by the glorious Atrribute of 
his Almighty Power; { am God Al. 
ſufficient. Math. 8. 2. Lord if thou wilt, 
thou cant make me Clean, There is 
no ſuch proper Pillar to uphold a 
falling Spirit, as this of the power 
of God ; No Shade like to this, to 
ward off the ſtrokes of Evil. One 
Shine of this Attribute in its full 
Luſtre of Glory. is able to diſpel 
in a moment, all the nights of Fear, 
Doubts, Temptations, which may 
at any time overſpread the Heaven 
of the Soul, it cauſcth them utter- | 
ly to vaniſh, Here's the Adaman- 
tine Bulwark againſt all Adverfary 
Power. The Devil is Mighty, but 
not Alminhty, as my God and Savi 
our 15; was that comforted Luther, 
that Incarnate Seraphin, and Chan: 
pion of Chriſt. 

How it 1s ſo, will further appear, 
if vie conſider, 

1. The Difjiculty of things offer'd, 
both for matter and manner. As 
that all things ſhould be ours again; 
after they were loſt ;, that the Di- 
yine 2nd Humane Nature ſhould be 

united; 
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united 3 that a Virgin ſhould Con- 
ceive-and Bear a Son; waat great 
and admirable things arc theſe ? 
Here are matters which the cleereſt 
Underſtandings of Men and Angels 
entertain with Amazement, things 
in a Sphere above Nature, beyond 
all Humane Diſquiſition ; The deep 
things of God 5 the Divine Om- 
niporency can only maintain Faith 
in the ſenſe of their poſſibility. 

2. His Propriety in and over all. 
He made all, gave them a Being 
according to the Idea and Platform 
preſented to the Divine Underſtan- 
ding; and he hath abſolute Right 
to Uiſpoſe of all, Rom. g. 18. To do 
with his own as he will, His Power 
is independent, and Prerogative. 1]- 
limited, P/al. 8. 6. to beunderſtood 
of Chriſt; Thou madeſt him to have 
Dominion over the works of thine 
Hands, Which Abſolute Power flow- 
eth not from the nature of Commu- 
mcatiuve Bounty, IN beſtowing Gifts, 
to ſome more, to others leſs, and 
ſo hath more or Jeſs Right over 
them; for then his Power ſhouldbe 
finite and limited, as ( Arminians 
hold, only to cut off the Abſolute 
Decree, 
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Decree, which the Lord paſt by ver- 
tue of his Right ) no Creature be- 
ing capable of an Infinite meaſure of 
goodneſs: But from the Excelleacy 
of his Nature, being Omniſcient , 
Omnipotent, Infinite, Eternal, &c, 

3. From theIrreſſtability of his pow- 
er : All things do obey him. There 
is nothing from Heaven to Hell which 
beweth not under his Laws. Rom, 
9. 19. Who hath reſiſted his Will? 
Luke 7.7, 8. Say the words, and thy 
Servant ſhall he Healed, And this 
is true of Chriſt, as appears Math 8, 
27. Even the Winds and the Seas obey 
him.Xerxes the PerſianMonarch, threw 
Fetters intro the Sea, as if he would 
have Chained the unruly Waves 
but to little purpoſe ; but when Chriſt 
ſpeaks, 1heWinds and the Seas ſh:ll 
evcy him. Bya word he unpins the 
Wheels and breaks the Axle-Tree of 
the whole Creation. In ſhort , what- 
ever the Divine Unerſtanding can 
Comprenend, ſo much the Divine 
Power can Execute. 

4. From the Incommunicableneſs of 
this Attribute. No Creature is Ca- 
pable of being Omnipotent : & quzic- 
quid recipitury ad modum Recipients » 
Recipitur, 
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Recipitur. Beſides every Creature is 
Reſiſtable in the Exerciſe of Natural 
Qualities. In him we Live and move 
and have our Being : he Supports, Re- 
ſtrains, and orders all. 

But here we meet with Objections 
| from ſome, who, Imitating the Sor- 
 cerers, Caſt miſts upon the Brighteſt 
Morning. 
| 1 Object. May not this Omnipotency 
be Imputed to the Humane Nature of 
Chriſt 2 

Anſw. By Reaſon of the Union Hy- 
poltatical, the Properties of both Na- 
tures may be Commnnicated to the 
Perſon, and yet not mutually between 
the Natures. 'The Natures were not 
Changed, nor their Properties Con- 
founded, each Retaining after , what 
was peculiar before.Chriſt ſuffered and 
Dyed, but according to his Humanlt- 
ty; Chriſt was Omnilc;ent and Ome 
mpotent » bur according to his Deity. 

2 Object. Is raed from that Pf 
ſage of Coriſt himſelf , Math. 28, 18. 
All Power is given me in Heaven and in 
Earth ; which ſay {ome > cannot be 
underſtood of his Deity, for ſo he was 
not Capable of any Addition. 

Anſw. It is ſpoken of Chriſt as 
Mediator. 
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Mediator. Omnipotency was givett 
to hiry for Interceſſion, and Aplication 
of his Merits, for the Governing and 
gathering of his Saints ; That all things 
ſhall work, together for good : ſo, Fohn 
J. 22. The Father judgeth no man, but 
bath Committed all Judgment to the Son; 
and for other Places of that Nature; 
they are to be underſtood, not Simply 
of Power, but of Authority; accord- 
ing to that, 1 Cor. 15. 24, 25. The 
the End ſhall come, when he ſhall have 
aelivercd up the Kingdom to God cven 
the Fathcr, when he ſhall nave put down 
all Rule and all Authority and Power 
for he muſt Reign till he hath Subdued «ll 
his Enemies under his Feet, Which 
eſtabliſheth the former an{wer. 
3. Object. Is zt not Communicated to 
Believers? © | 
Aznſw. Chriit hath given very great 
Power to Believers, in fo much as 1. 
Believers can do all things ;, but then 
ſee whence their bow hath ſuch a back 
of Steel, viz, in and from Chrilt, by 
a derived Power. Chriſt leaves 0n 
fuch as have received him, ſome foot- 


ſteps and Impreſſions of his Omn:pe- | 


tency: for, whereas Divine Power 
Conliſtseſpecially in two things v:z- 
In 
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In Gods being able to do all things 
that are R.egularly poſſible, and his 
hot heing able to do any thing Sin- 
ful ; {o, we ſnd ſome Prints of both 
upon Chriſtians , 7 car ao all things , 
faith Saint Paul ;, Ard whoſocver 1s born 
| of God cannot S1n » {aith Saint John © 
this I ſay, 1s by a derived Power , 
Communicated to them according to 
their Capacity. | 
2, All things are poſſible to them 3 
i.e, all things as Chriſt was to do 
for them, or they receive from him 
% Mediator ; a! things are poſſible fo 
them » not Simply, but Reſpeitively to 
that Power, unto which all things are 
Referr?d and Subjected. 

Well then; to apply the whole. 

Uſe 1. Firſt, Diverle Corolaries 
may be deduced from the whole , by 
way of [nformation, VIZ. 
1, Thathe in whom we believe ; 
| Jeſus Chriſt, God bleſſed for ever » 
| was before all things that now have 
being, and gave being to all. John 8. 
58. Before Abraham was, I am, John 
11. 2, The ſame was inthe Beginning 
. |1n the Inſtant of Creation , therefore 
Ao, before the Creation, and there- 
. | te from Eternity: Indeed Arr: 
| E _ _ Corrupt# 
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 Corrupts the Greek Text, reading it 


thus, The Lord Creatcd me in the Be- 


ginning 3 and thence Blaſphemouſh| 
d 


Inferr'd, that Chriſt was no more 
than a Creature. But the Scripture 
faith, He was ſet up from Everlaſting ; 
Prov. 8. 23. and he is called, 7he Ar 
tient of Days, Dan, 7. 9. And as he 
was before all things, ſo he gave being 
to all things; 1 Jobn 3. He was not 


Idle with the Father Cas ſome Blaſ-} 


phemouſly ſpeak ) but by him # 
a Principal Efficient, co-Agent, the 


Father and Holy Ghoſt , all thing] 


were made. 

2, That all things ( Creatures ) 
which we fee and know, once were 
not, and are in the Power of God to 
be Reduced into nothing ; or to be 
Diſpoſed by him » as he ſhall pleaſe, 
according to his Abſolute Soveraign- 
ty, God hath Power over every 
Created being, and over every patrt 
of being; He being 7ehovab, that 
gave being toalland received being 
from none. He Conlirms Scepters 
and Crowns; he Raiſeth Cities, Pro- 
vinces and Monarchies; he ered 
States, Preierves Laws, and Travels 
through-out all Nature without take- 

ing 
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ing pains 3 and can as eaſily Rec a-e 
them all to nothing. 

- That there 1s an exact Conrfor-- 
Ns lhetween the Decrec and the Ex- 
ecution. Things that had no being, 
were Called as 1: they had been, and in 
time they were as they were before 
called. There is no depending 
Freedom in any Creature : God 
ſ{uſtains the Agent, and determins the 


Aftion ; his Power reacheth over all. 


4. That God cannot Sin, for he 
is Omniſcient and cannot err; he is 
Omnipotent and hath no paſſive Pow- 
er to receive from without, that might 
change his will. Ever is to be abhor- 
red the Blaiſphemous Doctrine 
of the arcionites, Manichees , and 
Libertires, Who would make this 
Dreadful and Sacred Mayelty the Cauſe 
of moſt deicſtavle Errours ; yet with 
as much abſurdity as they, who make 
the Sin Guilty of Darkneſs, by whom 
the Heaven is enl!ghtned;and the Sca 
of Drineſs, by whom the whole 

arth is Moiſtned. And therefore 
Conclude againſt Bellgmin,, who 
Wickedly Imputed to PFoteſtant Di- 
vines, that which they Deteſt with 
greateſt Loathing. | 
"= #3 5. That 
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5- That we havethe ſame ground 
for our Faith as Abraham had, viz. 
the Omnipotency of Chriſt, ſeen in the 
Creation of the World, and Suſten- 
tation of all, in bearing withall; in 
the great Empire and Defence of the 
Church and Goſpel, in the midſt of 
Enemies; in Converting, Pardoning 
Sin) and Preſerving all his Houſe from 
Apoſtacy ; In all which you have a 
Marvellons Diicovery of his Divine 
Por er, twho maketh Light to break 

at of Darkneſs, and Traces the Rays 
of his Glory upon an heap of Dirt; 
uſing bate and Inferiour Perſons and 
things. forthe good of his People. 

6. Toerefore we ſhould not Finally 
doubt nor deipair of ovr ſelves or 
otiers, ith. 19. 26. With God all 
thinns are pt ith le. Rom. i1.32. God 


is able toGr: fr them 1n agam. Saint - 


Anauſtiac in his third Epiſtle to Yo- 
jrfranyand cl{e-where, give Rules a- 
g:infſt diitruſtful Reaſonings; Tora 
ratio f ti, Potentia Faciemtts : : Conſe- 

a Authorem, telle Dubitationem, We 
maſt grant "wy to he able ro do 
ſome things, The Reaſon of which we 
zre not able ro Comprehend ; the 
whol: Reaſon of dowg , being the 
Power 
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Power of the Doer : it is God that 
doth them ; Conſider the Author, and 
all doultrs will ceaſe. Let ne Remem- 
ber P.:u/. 11 ry Margdale., Mn fſes, 
and otcy Moanments of Gods Pow- 
er, which hath Crowned Plan's jth 
Flowers and Fruits, that were Barren 
and Accurſed ; filPd Detarts and che 
moſt Dzſolate Heaths, with Exquiſite 
and Delicate Trees; which Examples 
had never come to our Hearing , 
had it not been for our Encourage- 
meat, With theſe ſhonld every 
Sound Penitent be Revived and Com- 
forted. God can turn Notfom Dung- 
hills into a Mine of Gold, Brands of 
Hell into Lightſome Stars, in the 
higheſt Firmamecnt ; Slaves of Demons 
into Angels. 

Doubt not , Deſpair not of the 
Church and State. Ezck, 37. 11, 12. 
0 iy People , I will open your Graves, 
and cauſe you to come out of your Graves. 
What cannot God do, who can Cre- 
ate ! Nothing can ſtind before a Cre- 
2ting Power. He needeth no exiſt- 
wg Matter ro work upon, nor Inſtru- | 
meiits to Work with. O, what a 
great thing is nothing In the Hand of 
Gol ! 

E 3 Uſe 2. 
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Uſe 2.5ecozdly, thisDoctrine ſounds 


ſharp reproof 3g2in{l thoſe, 1. Who 


abuſe this Auribure cicher 1n opinion 
or praCtiſe. In; 

Op:n:t0n, as they Who argue a Poſſe 
ad «f-, becaule ot the power of God); 
and Attribute that to ic, which im- 
plies a Contradiction., as to be a Fl- 
nice Body in Subitance, ard yer Infi- 
nitc in Preſence, to be every where, 
It is Cariſts Divine Property to be 
23. many places at once, neither inclu- 
lively nor exclvfively. If 1t be ſaid, 
That the Ommipotency of God may 
extend the Dimcniions of Chriſts Bo- 
dy, that it may at the ſame time fill 
Heaven and Earth; 1t may be eaſily 
repled , This 1s to make Cirilt a 
Monſter, and to contradict the very 
Nature of a Creaicd Body. Yet Pa- 
pilts moſt confiden:ly obtrude this 
LUNCHES upon the Word, and by 
tt iS ihclr Catholics Power, make a 

Body to be 2t two places at Once 5, as 
the Body of Chriſt in Heaven, and 
Pon 2 ropiſh Altar At ONCE : Which 
;5 4a CONUTLaU {1CL}ON »* 1d thei efore 9} lye. 
Let God ve true and eviry man a Lyar. 
Heaven is ſajd to to receive Chriſts 
Body, As 3. 21, la 
&-: TO Tr ice , 
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Praftice ;, As they, Firſt, who live 
a5if they were Omnipotent. Such 
there be in the World, who endea- 
your to make their Will a Law, and 
cauſe all to fall down before them. 


 LikeFezebcl andSennacharib; confoun- 
ding Elements, and raiſing Stars with 


the Duſt of the Earth, whereby to 
come to the end of their exhorbitant 
preter;fions; Threatning to hew down 
Mountains, and Thunder-ſtrike Mor- 
tals; ſnppoſing all the ample houſe of 


| Nature to he Created for them. Swal- 


lowing the World by Avarice, and 
waſting 1t by Riot. And not only 
ſo, but according to the improve- 
ment of thejr Cruel Pride, cry not, 


with the Old Tyrant, for another 


World to plunder, but attempt the 
Invaſion of the Intelligible World, 
and comnut Rapine upon Souls, ma- 
king havock of the C hurch of God, 
to which Angels refer but as Mint- 
ſtring Spirits; and Lording it over 
Gods Heritage, which the Apoſtles 
befourht to he Reconciled to God, and 
never Commanded them any thing, 
In their own Dyame, and only fuch 
things, for which, they could ſhew 
unqueſtionable Commiſſion. Such as 

E 4 theſe 
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theſe ſet themſelves down in the 
Throne of God, as /daximilian that 
good Emperour uſed to ſay ; thi 
being one of thoſe three things, the 


Divine Power hath reſerved to him-| 


ſelf as his Prerogative, viz. To 
Create, to Foretel things to come, 
and to Rule over Confciences. Se 
conaly, Living as if they cared no! 
for him that 1s Omnipotent, indeel 
deſpiting his Threatnings, flighting 
his Promiſes , as it he were able to 
perform neither. Whence they dar 
to lift an Arm againſt the Omnipe- 
tent! When 5s all power in Heaven 
and in Earti, yea» all Judgment 
committed to Chriſt. He hath Au 
thority to reljeve his Saints, to Ser 
tence all his Enemies unto Eternd 
Flames and Torments; and will make 
ſom2 25 bright as Stars, and other 
like Barning Coals in Hell, O Hear, 
Conſider, Tremble ! 
2. This Doctrine caſteth a ſhary 
Dart of reproof 2gainit all ſach that 
deny or conbrt of it : as thoſe 1jr- 
elites who (aid, Can the Lord proviadt 
Fleſh alſo? And that Court-Fayor 
rite, 2 K2gs 7.2. Who, when the 
Prophet Elia, by the Command 0 
; God, 
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God, foretold the great Plenty of 
Samaria, dared to ſay,slf the Lord 
open the Windows of Heaven, can theſe 
things be ? Such unbeljeving hearts are 
among us to this day. Can the Lord 
do this or that ? Is heable to accom- 
pliſh what he hath promiſed, can he 
Heal my Backſlidings, pardon my 
Sins, and ſave my Soul? As if the 
Lord Febovab, lived after the rate of 
Creatures. This is to reproach the 
Holy One of 1/rael. 

3. Agaunit {uch as rely altogether 
on the Power of God , without the 


uſe of Means. As the former ſort 


Reprozich God , fo theſe Tempr God. 
The Lord could indeed Enlighten us 
without the Sun, and afford us Fruit 
without the Earth ; but he will have 
the Creature Operate. The very 
Heathen could ſay, Admota manu, In- 
vocanda eſt Al:nerva;, and the Sage 

Greek, Rebuked the fooliſh Carter, 
who, when his Waggon ſtuck in the 
Mud, Cryed to God, but never put 
hi3 hand to help himſelf : Meanes muſt 
be uſed. Thovgh men live not by 
Bread alone, but by the word of Gods 
Bleſling proceeding out of his Mouth, 
yet. that word is Annexed to Bread, 


ang 
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and not to Stones - and that man 
ſhould not {r«/# but Tempt God , 
wha would have Stones turned into 
Bread, becauſe God hath Power 1ſo to 
do. And if God haye provided itairs 
it Is not Fazth but Fury, not Confidence 
but Maarneſs to go down a Precipice, 
Second Means mult be uſed in Obedi- 
ence to Gods order , though not in 
Confidence of their help; theCreature 
muſt be the Object of our Diligence, 
but God only the Object of our 7rff. 

Uſe 3. Thirdly, This Doctrine} as 


it is ſufficient to terrify the Wicked, | 
ſo it is to give occaſion of Confidence 


to the Faithful ;, ſince it hath an Eter- 
nal alliance with him that governs the 
World. Read your matchleſs Con- 
ſolation, in the following parrticulars. 

1. Againſt Sin, Satan and all E- 
nemies of the Church, that Chriſt is 
Omnipotent, 2 Chrox. 20. 15. In the 
Words of King Fehoſopht to the Peo- 
ple of Judih, Tins faith the Lord 10 
you, Be not afraid or aiſmayed becauſe 
of this great Multitnde, for the Battcl 
7s not ,ours but Gods, 2 Chron. 32. 7, 8. 
Hez.ckiah ſaid to the People, Be ſtrong 
ana Cuuragions, be not Afraid or Diſ- 
majea, tor the Kings of Aſfſyria, nor for 


the 


4 . 
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the Multitude that 1s with them, for they 
are more with us than with them. What- 
ever Power or Counſel ſhall be fer up 
againſt Heaven , ſhall not ſucceed a- 
cainſt the deſign of Heaven. The 
vaſt Numbers of men, trouble him no 
| more, than thoſe Millions of Waves 
in the Sea, are a trouble to that great 
Ocean. All Nations before him, are 
but as one drop of the Dew. He 
Cauſeth whole Conntries to tremble 
under the Force or his Word, as under 
Liehtning Arrows ; and 1s attired 
| with the Conqueſt and Trophies of 
Souls. O the Wonders of God ! He 
Cauſetn the Arrows of thoſe that In- 
ade his Ringdom y to Return againſt 
them that ſnot them ; as in Julan's 
Caſe was apparent ; which we only 
mention. Though he thought by the 
help of his falſe Gods, to Command 
the Waves of the Sea, and to walk 
upon the Stars, yet was he buried in 
Execration and Horrours. 

And asitt 1s in Temporals , ſoit is 
" Spiritnals, He can ſubdue the 
ſtrongeſt Corruptions, Break the 
hardeſt Heart, relieve the moſt Faint- 
Ing Graces. Let all Chriſts People 
karn to look up, and then you will, 
SE © 1: Patiently 
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1. Patiently ſuffer and wait. K 
is Omniſcient and Omnipotent ; K 
knows all and can relieve all. 

2. Youwill learn to reſt upon him, 
Pſalm 37. 3. Truſt inthe Lord and & 
good, ſo (halt thou dwell in the Land 
You will not truſt in men and fram: 
to your ſelves an arm of Straw ; hut 
confide in him, who with the Fingen 
of his Power ſuſtains the whole Glok 
of the Earth. You will not Adore 
the Favours of men, which are like 
the Rainbow in Heaven, which hz 
ving made ſhew of many Splendour 
and varied Paintings, leaves nothing 
but Water and Morter. You mil 
then no more build Fortunes on Four- 
dations or Silver, upon a Frail man, 
who heareth all the Fingers of Vanr 
_ ty. Godis a Wall of Braſs about 
his people. Lo [am with you to thi 
end of the World ! In all Conditions, 
If Daniel be in the Lyons Den, It 
ſhall be viſited by God, and the 
Lyons change their Nature, for re- 
gard tohim., If the three worthieſi 
be caſt into the Fiery Furnace, Ne 
buchadnezzars Hell, they ſhall walk 
entire, aſliſted by the Angcl of God, 
25jna Meadow Enameld over with 

Flowers ; 
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Flowers : And now, when, one would 
have thought, that whole Religion 
had been dead, the Divine Power 
Writes her Praiſes in Characters of 
fire. Whoever forſakes the Lords 
People, he will not forſake them. 
| He is the ſame yeſterday, to day, and 
| for ever. 

2. This Doctrine ſpeaks ſingnlar 
Comfort againſt loſſes, of Country; 
| friends, Eſtate, Liberty, and all out- 
| vard Comforts; if you be in Cove- 
not with him that 1s Omnipotent. 
4} Thiz was Abrahams Caſe, Gen, 17 
i, Fear not Abraham, I am thy 
Shield 1 am God Almignty, or 11- 
ſficet before whom nothing can 
ſand when he will accompliſh his 
\| Word. This was a bottom of great. 
-| Confidence to Avrabam, as we are 11- 
t formed,Rom. 4. 29. Being fully perſwa- 
tf dd, &c. Where eyer God is engaged 
| by his Word, his Power is eſpecially 
| tobe eyed. Perſons are apt to ak) 
e| How can theſe things be ? It 1s im- 
-|poſible it ſhould be {o and foto us; 
[| but he is able, Omnipotent. Ir is he 
-| that madeFoſephsAbaſements to be his 
k| Advancements ; and that turnd Ba- 
l,|Jaams Curſe into a Bleſſing. He can 
h bring 
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bring Meat out of theEater, and Swe! 
out of the Strong, and cauſe Grapes t 
be gathered of Thorns, and Figs fron 
Thiſtles, make Friends of Enemie 
your Wound your Cure, your Af: 
tion, your Conſolation. Nay, your 
Weakneſs, your Strength, $0 tha 
as the ſame Water is ſowre in the juic: 
of a Fietree, 1s {wcet inthe fruit ; 
the Troubles which in their bark ar 
but ſowre and unpleafing, ſhall not 
withſtanding in the fruit of them! 
cxcecding fweet. 

Uſe 4. Laſily, Be ye Inſtrncted to 
be followers of Avraham, in tiits Wit 
terly Age of the World : to builde 
this Foundation, in your Obedience 
both Active and Paſlive. | 

i, Be perſwaded of this Truth, 
Meaſure not God by the Ell of man, 
Cloath him rot in your Faſhion, 
Hold' not that Impoſſible to the Dr 
_ vinity, what your weak Underſtand 
lng cannotApprehend. Be perſwaded, 

Firſt, That heis able to caſt dow! 
the Strongeſt and Proudeſt Enemis 
of his Kingdom : 1/a. 37. 29. Becai? 
thy Rage againſt me and thy 1 amnlt i 
come up into mine Ears, therefore will 
put mine Hook into thy Noſe, and 
Brid{t 
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Bridle in thy Lips, &c, When the Rage 
and Tumult of Chriſts Adverſincs 
is higheſt, then will he get himſelf 
moſt Glory , by putting a Hook in 
their Noſtrils, and turning them as he 
pleaſeth. Can any thing be too hard 
for God ? this God of Power , who 
Darkneth the Air with Tempeſts , 
makes Clouds to pour down 11 
Deluges, and Swallows up the Fleets 
of petty Pharo's ? He who fiyeth upon 
wings of the Wind, over the Curling 
Waters of the Sea, Inflaming Light- 
nings, and makes Blood and Scoz pi- 
ons to Rain on the Rebels of the 
Earth ? 

Secondly, That he 1s able to Raiſe 
out of the loweſt Condition. Wit- 
neſs Fob on the Dunghill , 1/-ael in 
Egypt, the Chriſtians of the Primi- 
tive Church, and all along, whence 
they were ready to cry out, There #5 
no Hope. His Power and Eſſence walk 
Hand in Hand ; in ſo much, as Pow- 
erin God is nothing elſe but the Ef- 
fetive Eflence of God. 

Object. We all beleve Gods Power , 
but doubt of his Will. 

Anſw. All do not believe his Pow- 
ft, The wnregenerate man believes 

NOC 
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not at all. All unbelief doth fv | 
cretly queſtion the Power of God, | 
And Renewed men believe not Fully, | 


Things paſt and preſent, all can be- 
lieve, becauſe they are ſeen, but things 
promiſed , becaufe they Tranſcend 
the Courſe of natural Cauſes, and the 
Contrivances and Projects which they 
forecaſt, they often Flag and Falter a- 
bout them. For , 

1. They limit him in their thoughts, 
they will have ſuch and ſuch Graces, 
ſo much in the uſe of Means, and ſuch 
Means , thoſe of their own Choice, 
rather than others ; whereas God is 
an Independing Agent, and works 
where, when, and as he will. As God 
is Omnipotent to Command Supplies 
for any help, ſo he 1s Abſolute 
to Chuſe what Means he pleaſe- 
eth, and his Wiſdom ſhall pitch 
UPON. 

2. They Determine and often Con- 
clude againſt themſelves, and raſhly 
too, and againſt their preſent Con- 
dition ; being brought to ſome extre- 
mity, they drew up deſperate Con- 
cluſions againſt Mercy it ſelf, faying 


The Lord will be gracieus no more ;1 
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Corruption and that Temptation. 
Mrs. tdonywoods Cale is famous , who 
confidently affirm'd, ſhe ſhould be 
Damn'd, as ſure as that Glaſs would 
| break, that ſhe chrew 2vatnlt the wall. 
| And David in thus haſte ſaid, 7 am cut 
off from before thine Eycs, Tf they 
are adyanced, then they ſhall never 
be caſt down ; Dav:d alſo in ſuch a 
Caſe could ſay, 21y Mountain ſhall 
never be moved: good News lifts then 
up, and il] News caſts them down. 
Tt argueth a great Defect, in the un- 
certainty of the heart with God, who 
s both powerful and willing, 

2. Make uſe of this Doctrine and 
Truth delivered about Chriſts Omn- 
ptency, theſe three ways, v:Z. 

Firſt, in your Faith to believe his 
Word. Prophecies ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, Promiſes be fulfilled. Anti- 
Chriſt ſhall fall. Pſalm 2. 7. Thou ſhalt 
break, them with a Rod of Iron, &Cc. 
Ezek. 24. 14. {the Lord have ſpoken 
it, it ſhall come to paſs. Accordingly 
when the Seven Angels appeared with 
the ſeven laſt Plagues, they that ftuod 
on the Sea of Glaſs, ſaid in their Songy 
I| Great and Marvellous are thy Works, 
_ || Lord God Almichty, &c. And when 

| F - 
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the third of them poured out his Vi- 
ol upon the Rivers of Water, an 
Angel of the Altar ſaid, Even ſo Lord 
God Almighty, &C. SO "that all who 
wiſh well to $0, make full account, 
that in dune time the A.untain of the 
Lord ſhall be ſct upon the top of all 
Mount 4ins, becauie it hath been pro- 
miſed of old, and be confident, as it 
is expreſſed in 2 Taff. 2. 8. [kt the 
Wicked one ſhall be coiiſumned by tht 
Breath of his Mouth, &c. Becauſe 
this Commination ſtardeth upon the 
file in Holy Scripture, 2nd 1s not yet 
verified. Tiriough God do not allways 
fulfill his Threatnings, but on Re- 
pentance revoke them; yet he al- 
wayes fulfills his Promiſes to them 
that fear him and hope in his Mer- 
CY. 

"Sirens in your Prayers, to Crart 
his Aid and Aſliſtance. Whatever yt 
ask the Father in myname, he will git 
3t you. Let men he never fo prone; 
the Carnal Appetite uniting with 1 
probable Object, being able of it { 
no more to Reſiſt, than a Stone Cal 
from Deſcending , or the Adama 
from Drawing, yet the Lord can Re 


rain, Renew, doaway all old thing 
an 
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and make all to become New, 7 
whome ſh. we go ? Thou haſt the word 
of Eternal Life. From his eyes alone, 
Ae dartcd Rayes of moſt Powerfu] 
Compaſſions, 

Th:r4ly,, In your Patience under 
any of his Rods, and Diſcaſes Natu- 
ral, Spiritual, Political. Ephef, 2.20. 
He tis able to do abundantly above all, 
mhat we are able to askor think, It is 
atried Caſe, Pſal. 3. 6. 1 will not be 
efraid of ten Thouſands of People that 
have fſct themſelves againſt me round 
about. O ſay, Fie upon Deſpair and 
minds Afﬀiiction ! Learn in all things 
that appertain to you, ſpeedily and 
Efecually to fix your ſelves on the 
Will of the Omnipotent. Continu-- 
ally ſay, God ſeeth this Aﬀair, ſince 
nothing eſcapeth the Quickneſs of 
his Eye. Expect but a while, the 
Trouble is but a Flying Cloud , and 
God will do all for the beſt. Thus did 
Abraham in the Text ; Above Hope 
he believed in Hope, becauſe God quick: 
nth the Dead, and calleth things that 
are not, as though they were. 


F 2 Verſ. i. 
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Verl. 18. Who againſt Hope ; 
Pelieved m Hope. "£5 TROR 


Heſe words Containa lively De- 
[cription of Avrabams Faith, 
drawn from the Internal Form, it was 
mo" tanids, £7 tans, A Phraſe Dit 
ficult to be underſtood , but moſt 
aptly ſerves to ſhew the Difhculty of 
believing. Some turn the word @Þ3 
by Pretrr, beliCes hope; others, by 
Supra, above Hope; a third fort; by 
Avſque, without. All may be true 
but not reach ſo fully Home, neither 
to the Word nor Scope of the A 
poſtle. Our laſt Tranſlation there 
force, following many , both Antient 
2nd Modern Divines > Reads 1t » 
£igainſt; and fo I find ſome Refer 
Ing it» | 
1. To the time of Abrahams Falln, 
in t}e heginning of his Age he had 
hope, bur this was againſt that, In 
the middle of his Age he complain'd, 
as if there were no hope ; Ger. 15: 
2. Ler4 what wilt thou give mey ſence 
I cochildl:ſs ? But this was after that: 
2. Ochcrs refer it to the kinds of 
hope; 
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hope» or degrees of one and the 
ſame hope; whom I rather chooſe 
to follow. 
Firſt, vnderſtand it was ſpoken 


. of two Kiids of Hope; one 74- 


tural , when Reaſon apprenends 


Grounds why ſuck a thing may be ; 


and tih13 is Proporizonably common 
to mzn with Beaits. Another Dr 
vine ; When a man walts for that he 
can fee no ground 1n himſel*, nor 
reaſon for. Av, 94m was againſt the 
firſt, and in the ſecond. 

Sccondly, Orhers take it for one 
and the © m2 hup2, but in different 
degrees, It was weak and doubtful 
in the b-grini's but ſtrong and 
firm in the end. Fijth and Hope 
{ two individucl companions ;, Hope 
ſpringing fro'1 Filth, 25 the S:ream 
from the Fou::trzin, or the Daughter 
from the Motner ) meec with many 
oppolitions, but prove victorious in 
the end. Yceilding us three things 
Right Worthy of Obſervation , v:z. 

I. The Countxton of theſe two Theo- 
logical OrACCE, Policing 1 Fife. 
Roin. 5. 2. Zy whoon alſo we have Ac- 
ceſs by Faith mieth:s Crace woeretn we 
ffand, ard reoice 17 Hope of the Clery of 
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Gad. 1 Pet, 1.21. By wh:m we dg believe 


in God that raiſed him from the 


Dead and gave him Glory, that your 
{| F auth and Hope ] might be £11 Ged 
The Sun and the Beams 20 together, 
and fodo Fauh and H.: pe. 

'The Reaſons are, 1, They are in- 
tnled at once, when the Spirit 1s 
21ven to the Elect, as they are capa- 
ble of it, berore, in, or after Bip- 
tm. What they ſay of the Card 
nal Vertnes 5, Sut titer ſr conntxts 
they are cnuvd rogether, may be 
alſo { 1d of ihe Graces of Gods Spt- 
rItz WHO we ics an hanit of ail rhe 
Graces 1 ite Heart, The /\: 1 Cre 
rare math I chcParrs andLizeamenth 

{ ail tne Humours. 
| the order 2nd mancr of 
NOr.uugz 0: begerte h ſLirrcin up 
Nan] 16 felt by ano her. 
Roi. 3, 4. 47d nut oy ſr, Oi W 
14. iT80ulations allo, h 3:9 zng 
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13-7. Charity believeth all things 1 
Hopeth «ll things, &c. Heb. 12. 1. 
Fauh is the Subſtance. of things not 
ſeen. Faith lights the Lamp to hope, 
as the Fire of the Altar lighted the 
Lamps of the Sanctuary. 

2. We are hence to obſerve, the 
Difficulty of as It 15 againſt 
Hope, Math. 19. a Rich man 
can hardly Entcr uito hs Kingdom if 
God. 

This oppears divers wayes ; viz. 

1. From the Efficrexe neceſſarily 
required to work Faith in the Hearr. 
Ephe/. 1. 19. Itis called the cxceea- 
ng 6 es of hus Power to us-ward 
who belicve. A Difficult Work re- 
quires a great Power to accompliſh 
it. Man, as Clem, Alexandriins ob- 
ſerves, is Gods Harp; the Harp 
cannot found unleſs it be touch- 
ed with the ſinger, neicher can the 
Heart of man found forth any Gract- 
ous Harmony , t1i] it be touched by 
the Finger of Gods Spiri: ; Sin having 
diſorder 4d the Strih gs of that Harmo- 
nous Inſtrument, put it out of Tune) 
and mar'd its Mafick, and there 1s 
nothing but Jerring 3 and {fo it con- 
tinues, till that great Muſician » who 

F 4 tuncs 
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Canes the whole World and makes all 
things keep time and meaſure , ſer 
th13 Inſtrument in Tune again. 

From the Paucity of Believers, 
iſe 58. 1. Who hath bil.evcd ov:r Re- 
port? &c. Luke 18. 8. Why the Som 
of man eometh. ſhall be find Feith 
the Earth? Among the Millions at 
Rome, there were but few Senators; 
and among the ſwarms oi Pcople in 
the World, there are bur few Beleiv- 
ers. Inthemlielves, indeed Conlide- 
xed, they are many as the Siars 
which adorn the Azure Firmament, 
as the Sands on the Sea ſhore for 
Multitude ; þut Comparativcly, they 
are very teww. AS in the Field there 
are more Weeds than ſweet Flowers 
5nd 1n the Earth more Drofs than 
Gold; Thrs it is here. TFhe Trees 
or Rightco: nos are thinly Planted 
inthe WorjdsOrciard. Ther are but 
tew Birds of P2: adult, to the Birds 
Prey : Notwithftonc1g all the Mcans 
of | Grace, Preac ting, ExXhoOringy 
Reading, &c. few Believers: 

3. From the mayEnemies of Faith 
nd other Ian peEiiments There Þ 
Seitanl 5 {ite 55. 21. 5: 21H hath at- 
Hred $2 Wiinew you as Wpecat, big 1 Lav 
prayeh 
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prayea, that thy Faith fail not. This 


15 the main thing he aims at, This he 


Aſfaults, endeavouring to blind-fold 
the Eye of Judgment ; to allure the 
Will and AfﬀeCtions after Toys, Plea- 
ſure > Profits and worldly Honours : 
perſwading ſometime to preſume 
other-while driving to Deſpair. 
Thus he fifrs and Winnows poor 
Souls, to keep them in Unbelief, or 
Misbeleit. There is the World of 
Unregencrate men , as the Seribes and 
Pharifces, watching to catch our Sa- 
yiour that they might accuſe him 3 
Concluding), if any man did Confeſs 
Chriſt, he ſhould be put out of the 
Synagogue, Fchn 9. 22. Yea, for 3 
time, Paul, a Choſen Veſſel, was u- 
{ed as an Inſtrument that way ; Acts 
28. 23. Concerning this Seth, it us ſpo- 
ken againſt evcry where, A great Diſ- 
couragement. Yea, our own Natural 
Abilities, which are Antipodes to 
Grace; Rom. 1.22. Profeſſing thens 
{clves wiſe, they became Fools, 1 Cor. 1- 
22, The fews Require a Sign, the 
Greeks ſeek after liſdom; not that 
which cometh from above ; by Wiſdom: 
chey could not come to the Knowleds, 
of God, but proved moſt Vain and 

- >... Corrupt 
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Corrupt, when they endeavoured to 
be moſt Exact. | 

So that we may Conclude with 
the Apoltle , Epheſ. 6. 10, 11. &c. 
Finally my Brethren, be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and in thePower of hu Mig ht ; put | 
on the whole Armour of God, that ye 
may be able to ſtand againſt all the 
Wiles of the Devil; For we wreſtle 
aot with Fleſh and Blood, &c. 

2. We obſerve hence, 4 he growth, 
zncreaſe, and Final Vittory of True 
Grace. 

Againſt Hope he believed in Hope, 
Math. 13. 32. The Kingdom of Heaven 
2s comparcd toa Grain, and to Leaven 
that leavencth the whole Lump. Grace 
is of a ſpreading nature, it {wells 
it ſelf into the whole man, and makes 
the Soul riſe as high as Heaven. Grace 
lies not in the Heart, as a Stone in 
the Earth, but puts ir ſelf forth in 
vigorous Actings. To this refers that 
exhortation, 2 Pet, 3. 17. Fall not from 
your Steadfaſtneſs, but erow in Grace, 
&c. The firſt appearance of it on the 
Soul; may be but as the Wings of 
the Morning, ſpreading themtielves 
upon the Mountains, yet it is {till r1- 
fing higher and higher upon it, o-_ 
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ſing away all filthy Miſts and Vapours 
of Sin, till it arrive to its Meridian 
hgight ; ſuch is the ſtrength and force 
of Divinity in it. Though art firſt, 
when It enters on the Soul, it may ſeem 
to be ſowen in weakneſs, yer, it ſtill 
raiſeſh it ſelf in Power: As Chriſt 
was In his Bodily appearance, {till 
nncrealing in W1.domand Knowledg, 
and Favour with God and Man, ill he 
was perf=cted with Glory; ſo is he 
Ho in his Gracious Appzarance in 
his Saints, who ſhail go trom ſtrength 
to ſtrength, Uull they appear before 
God in $97. 

The Re:tons hereof are taken, 

1. F:om che Principle or Fountain 
whence Grace Floweth ; And that Is, 
Ciiift and h's Spiilr ; of Infinite Va- 
 hieand irrefiitable Efficacy ; fo that 
unleſs Ciritt be overcome, Grace 
cannot be overcome. Grace being 
a Creature, is in Its own nature Ppe- 
riſhing ( for ours 13 no better Coin 
than Adis ) hut in Chriſts Keep- 
ing it can never periſh. The Saints 
Graces of themſelves, like Glaſs, 
may break, but being held in the 
Hand of Chriſt, they can never be 
broken; 2 Pet. 1, 5-We are kept 7) 
| the 
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the Power of God through Faish unty 
Salvation, The {mall Muſtard-Seeg 
ſhall not be killed, the little Spark 
of Fire ſhall not be quenched ; there 
is an overflowing Power to draw them 
forth and perfe& them. Where-ever 
the frame of Grace is begun, Ik ſhal 
be brought forth to a compleatheſ, 
and Chriſts Kingdom in that Sou! 
ſhall be victorious over all oppoſ: 
tion of Corruption. 

2. From the Nature of the Oppc- 
ſers of Grace : They are finite. and 
mortally Wounded. Our Lord led 
Captivity Captive, Heb. 2. 14. Ani 
through Death hath Deſtroyed him mhi 
hath the Power of Death. So that up- 
on ſerious Conſideration, I may fay 
to all the Faithful, as £/:ſhz ſometime 
ſpake, 2 Kings 6. 16. Fear not, fa 
they that are with you ate more thay 
thcy with them, Though inward Cor: 
ruption and outward Enemies be Nu- 
merous and ſtrong, yet they ſhall not 
Finally proſper. Where Chriſt pro- 
motcs his Kingdom, it is fo cſtabliſh- 
ed, that the Gates of 1Zc/! ſhall not 
prevail againſt it. Aſſulted 1t may 
be, but Conquered it can never be. 
AS1t1s fatd of tne old Remgs , por 
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loſt ſome Battels, but never loſt a war. 
Chriſtians may have ſome Foils , but 
they ſhall be finally Victorious. 

V/e 1. In the Application here- 
of, I ſhall endeavour a little further to 
Diſcover the Nature of this Grace of 
Hope, Kc. 


I. By way cf [aformation ; the En- 


quiry will be, 
Firſt, What zt vs ? 

Aaſw. It is 2 Divine Vertue, In- 
fuſed by the Spirit intn the Underſtan- 
dings and Wills of Actual Members of 
the Militant Church, whereby the; 
certainly and patiently wait for thoſe 
good Things God hath promiſed, Roz. 
$. 24925. We are ſaved by Hope ,, but 
Hope that ts ſcen is no Hope , for what 
a man ſees, why doth he yet hope for ? 
but if we hope for that we ſce not, 
then we dowith Paticuce wait for it. 

In which Deſcription we have ex- 
preſt or Implycd, four things : - 

i. The Principal Author, The Sp:- 
ritof God ;, 1 Pet. 1.3.Bleffed be theGod 
and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
which according to his Abundant mercy 
hath Begotten us again unto a lively 


Hope, by the Reſurrcition of Feſus Chriſt 


| fromthe Dead, 


2: The 
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2, The Sbjct incluſiye ; partly 
the Underſtanding, partly the Will; 
the one Informed, the other perſws- 
ded to expect. 

3. The Objct# ahout which it iT 
Imployed ; either Formal ; which i; 
God alone; his Power,, Truth and 
Help to obtain the promiſed Good: 
or Materi..l;, andthatis Glozy, con | 
fidcred three wayes, viz, Fir, of 
the Soul, which 1s Grace, and 1s the 
Object of Hope, ei:ner in the Pre- 
paratives, whillt the Lord 1s Dif- 
poſing the Subject for Grace; Or, 
in Reg2rd of a Fullrr Meaſure of De- 
orees thereof ; it not being with the 
Trees of Righteouſmeſs, as it was 
with the Trees of Paradiſe, made 
perfect At Once. Sccoraly., of the Bu 
dy; and foal} the good things that 
a mcmber of the Church Militznt 15 
capakle of, arc a Secondary Object 
of Hope. Thirdly, the Glsry of both, 
which is perfc " Beatitude in the 
Heavenly Kingdom; us the end 
whereunto all other means lcad. the 
Elect. 

4. The Conditions of this Materi- 
al Object, which Aquinas deſcribes to 
be, 

Gord ; 
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Good ;, Hope looks at ſome good : 
ſo it. differs from Fear, whichlooks at 
Evil. 

Future Good ; ſo that the Saints in 
Heaven » have no need nor uſe of 
it : their Expectation is drowned in 
Fruition- 

Difficult, Hope looks on, and con- 
ſiders upon one fide Pearls, which yet 
are in the ſhell ; and on the other ſide 
Roſes; which yet it may enjoy with 
ſome Labour. 
| Such was Abrahams Hope, that he 


ſhould be the Father of ſuch a Poſte- 


rity, being as It were Dead ; that he 
ſhould enjoy a Land flowing withMilk 
and Honey ; yet he was to ſuffer Fa- 
mine, and wait for it forty years. 
And Laſtly, 

Poſſivle ;, So there is no Hope in the 
Damned. It is in thoſe cn this fide 
the Grave, quickned by the Living 
Spirit of God. Though the things 
they hope for ar» hazxd to come by, 
yetthey are poſſthle, and this 1s like 
Cork to the Net, k-eps the heart 
from ſinking into Diſpair ; it being 


the BzIm of all Grict, the Coffin o? 


Fear, nd Cradle of Paticiice. 
Secondly, What are oppoſites of this 
Grace # Anſw. 


OPS 3 

Anſw, Two, 1. Preſumpticn ;, the 
Unbeliever hopes without ground, 
and will be invincibly followed hy 
an ill ſucceſs of his pretenfions. The 
Rayes of Ab7-ahams Hope were groun- 
ded ona good Title; but men of a- 
nother Stamp act otherwiſe ; their 
Hope 15 an Impoſture, a Golden 
Dream. Like a dying mans Will that 
hath neither Seal nor Witneſs to it: 
Therein he bequeaths ſuch and ſuch 
Lands and Legacies to one and to a- 
nother: but the Will being thus lefc 
naked, it ſignifies little : Snchis the 
hope of a wicked man; 1t prom- 
ſeth him great matters, that all in 
the Coveuant of Grace Is his, Chriſt 
and Heaven ; but alas, all is a meer 
Deluſion, a Preſumption of his own 
Heart. 

2. Deſpair, not Legal, which was 
in Avrabam, and others; But Evan 
gelical, notwithſtanding all ground 
of Hope. So Abraham did not : Dif 
pair looks on things through black 
Spectacles, and gives all for loit ; 
Hope doth the contrary. | 

Q How zs it poſſible to hope againſs 
Flop: - 

Anſw. 1. Becauſe of the Power of 
Criſt 
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Chriſt, uDon which the Soul doth in 
great Straits, rowl it ſelf. Whatever 
Lets ana Impediments do ariſe, be- 
tween the Promiſe and the fulfilling 
of it; though they be as high as 
Mountains, and as the Gates of Hell, 

yet the Believer can by Faith look 
upon them all but as Difficulties 
which cannot check the Power- of 
Chrift, but only Magnifie it. For, 
3s jealous Thoughts of the Divine 
Arm, or Teer that ic may be encoun- 
tred with ſome infuperable oppofiti- 
on makes the Hope of Promiſed 
Good , to be weak and uncertain» 1o 
the faichful and ſerious conſideration 
of Gods Power, a reſting upon It 5 
proquceth Hope againſ! Heope, it turns 
wery Hey of Achor into a door of 
Hope. adminiſters Manna in the Wil- 
derneis, and draws water out of the 
Rock, brings light out of darknels, 

comfort out of every Tryal. Thus 
Miconms wrote to Calvin upon view 
of the Churches Enemies, reflecting 
upon the Power of Chriſt; Gardeo 
quod Chrijtus Domirus oft, alioquin 
totus Deſperaſſem. 1] am Glad that 
Chriſt Reigns, otherwiſe I ſhould ut- 
terly deſpair. So the Believer inthe 
G midſt 
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midſt of Straits, rejoyceth in the 
Power of Chriſt, who lives andReigns 
for ever and ever ! 

2. Th Spirit of Chriſt inwardly 
works and nouriſheth ſome Sparks of 
Hope always in the Hearts of his 
people. Thus it was with Jcb, Da- 
vid, Part, and a vaſt number of &' 
ther faithful Sonls, who ſparkling, 
with the lign:ving Rays of Hope, 
have lift un ther Palms 1n the midf 
of Hizzards, znd Gain'd Heaven 
by Violence, it:: i lay1” 7 the degrees 
of tic1r Honour in the depth of ſuf- 
ferinz. Tis, Iixe an Anchors holds 
tile Ship ot the Soul in her-pgreateſl 
Stor ms; and like. an Helmet keeps 
off the Blows of tne Sword or Ar- 
rows from cnrivg, 14 fl. 5.8 
Let us who aref the diy bc ſeber, 
putting on the Bre:ſt- Plate of Faith 
and Love, and for an Helmet the Hopt 
of Salvtion. Intimeof publick Ca 
[amities, the Righteohs have Hope. 
Toel 3. 16. TOE - Og will roar out of 
L1oNn, tre Hcoavea and Earth foil 
ſhahe, oa the Lord will be the Hope of 
hzs P: ple. So that if all outward 
hope be ta ken away, their hope 


in God is nct taken away. Upon 
£His 
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this acconnt it was, that the Jews 
bzing Priſoners in 3avylon, are called 
Priſoners of Hope, £cib.g, 10. If Hea- 
ven and Earth he ready ro come to- 
ther. yet through the ſtrength of 
the Divine Spiric working In their 
Hearts, Bclievers have Zope ; which 
as a Bow in the Heavens all furniſhed 
with Emcralds, never loſeth it force- 
3. Their former Experiences are 
a Foundation of Hope againſt Hope. 
Rom. 5. 4. -=-=-= And Experience , 
Hope. Hoſe. 2. 5. 1 will give the Val- 
ley of Acer for a avor of Hope, This 
Valley of Achor ( fo called irom A- 


.chans Sacriledge, to deter men from 


Sin, ) fome think to be the ſame 
with Enged4, mentioned ſo often 
in the Canticles ; however, both are 
neer to Jer:c90, and 11 it, they talt- 
ed the firſt Frvits of Canaan, as an 
earneſt of the reſt: in it they faw 
abundance of Pienty, and were De- 
lighted and Refreſhed therewith : ali 
that the Lord did then for his People; 
and now {aith, he will give it to rhe 
Church, for 4 dvor of Hope. A Be- 


lever brings in a Catalogue of Ex- 
periences 3; P/al. 119. 65, Thou haſt 
dealt well with thy Servant! In. how 


Ga 3 many 
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many Caſes hath he had Experience 
of God ? when Sin and Temptation 
have been ſtrong , he hath come in 
with Auxiliary Forces, and his Grace 
hath proved ſufficient. When the 
poor Soul hath heen even {ſinking un- 
der Fear, -God hath recovered him 
out of the Quick- Sands, and lifted his 
head above the deep Water. P/al. 
33. O L1rdiljou rt my Glory and the 
lifter up cf my Head : When David 
was in the Mouth of Danger , the 
Lord delivered him. 7 was pluckt 
out of the Mcuth of the Lyon ; {o Saint 
Paul, The Bcliever hath many Ex- 
pericnces and theſe beget Hope. 7 hw 
hajt aid wilt Deliver, faith Expert 
mental David. 

4. By looking on things, not as they 
are at preſent, or la their own pow- 
cr, but as they ſhall be by the Lords 
5romile. Surely faith the poor Be- 
lever, He is Faithfiil that vath prom: 
feds: As he is able io fulfil the leaf 
/5t1, of whatever hz hath ſpoken 
fo lc 1s infallible in what he promF 
ſeth. As no impediment can ariſeto 
hinder his Pow?r, fo no contingenc) 
Cai fall out to alter his Will ; all bs 
Promiſcs being in Chriſt Teſus #9 
ard Amen 4 2 Cor. I. 2C©> Thelk 
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Theſe and ſuch like Mcditations 

ſerve to uphold and keep Believers 
from being injurious toGod), or them- 
ſelves, and to believe 7m Hope againſt 
Hepe. 
Uſe 2. This Doctrine adminiſters 
incomp2rable Comfort whoſoever 
15 Chritls, is enabled to believe in 
Hope agatiiſt Itopc. When Com fort 
can neither be ſeen, felr nor appre- 
hended; when Fears and Diſtreſſes are 
on every {ide, and all hope of fafe- 
ty Is taken away » when nature 
affords no grovnd of Hope. or ev- 
couragement to expect the fulfilling 
of a Promiſe, but ſuggeſting many 
poſing arguments to "impede and 
gainfſay the Truths of it, and to 
make Faithas feeble as their Bodies, 
when old and Crazy; then to hope 
ar Hope. 

" Ehas the Church ſhall he raiſed 
and preſerved from {o many Enemies, 
is 4gatiiſt Hope. 2 Chron. 20.12. O 
otr God, wilt thou net judg us? lor we 
have no Mb t agains$t this great Com- 
pany that cometh againſt is, neither 
know we what to do, but our e,cs arc 
upon thee, 

2. That a Wound ſhail be Healcd ; 

G3 It 
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It 1s againſt Hope. Prov. 18. 14, A 
I/aundedsS prrit Wino can bear ? 
3. That many and ſtrong Luſts 
ſhall be vanquiſhed and ſubdued ; Rom. 
7.24. OlTretched man that I am, who 


ſhall deliver me, from this Body of Sm 


and Death ! 

4: That an impure Soul ſhall be 
prepared for ard received into Hea- 
ven; 1t 1s ag:inſt hope; yet ſee 
1/4. 1.18. Come l:t us reaſon togetnery 
taita the Lord, though Jour S148 be as 
fed 3s Crimfen, I will incke them white 
as Swow, === To 4:yjhit thou be with 
met Peradice. Oh, itrive for this 
Heavenly Hopc. 

Q. Fi:ir m1 'y ;t be Attaincd ? 

A. As 0inher Graces are wrovght, 
io is this. If 18 the work of God; 
wherefore ke is called, The Goa of all 
Grace, x: Fee. J- IC. He 15 the firſt 
Planter, tho Promoter and Flotſher of 

2c. Ged is called the Father of 

Lichts, 2nd he muſt light up this 
Candlc 11 your Souls. 

More nariicelarly, 1t 15 obtained, 

1... BY E X FICHCES Rom, J: 4+ 4S David 
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"opfigence, PFron aſp, thou ſralt » 
is 
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is the ordinary argument uſed by the 
Pſalmiſt, And ſo the Church com” 
forted her ſelf, and Nouriſheth her 
Hope, Lament. 3. 21, 24. Thy [ 
Recalled to mind, thcrefore I hope 1? 
thee. And, The Lord is my Portion » 
ſaith my Soul, therefore will 1 Hope 
m him, The obſcrvation of Gods 
Merciful Acts of Providence to his 
Church 1n general, as to any of his 
People in particular, 15 the way to 
kindle Hope. 2. By Patience and 
Comfort of the Scriptures. Rom. 15- 
i As the Blood and Spirits are con- 
eyed by the Veins and Arteries, fo 
the Spitit of God by the Word 
and Promiſe, helping the Soul to lay 
hold 01 Chr:/# by Faith, which is a 
Grace, as of Union, ſo of Eſtabliſh- 
ment. 

Q. {ow in:y it be known where it 1s ? 

Anſw. 1. By the Object thereof, 
God in Chriſt, things Above; not 
Means, not Creatures, principally er 
Terminatively. A man of ſuch hope, 
lares not pluck off the Crown from 
tie head ofFreeGrace, or ſnatch it out 
0 the hand of Divine Power, to ſet 
t0n the head of anyC reature ; But he 
mkesGod his hope. Thus is Abrahams 
faith deſcrib2d. G4. a 
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2. By the manner of working, 
Firſt, it begets a a Care and Lore to 
Purity.. 1 Fovnr 3.3. He that hath 
this Hope, Purificth himſelf even as hr 
s Puze, As Lightning is to the Air, 
ſuch 1s Hope to the Soul ; It purifieth 
the Soul, after an high Strain, even 
as God is pure; Secundum ſpeciem, 
though not ad gradum; 1. e. In kind 
and Quality 3 chongh not in Act; yet 
in defire and affetion. Hope purgeth 
the Conſcience from dead works, t 
ferve the Living ard True God. By; I 
theSoul draws nivh to God, and come 
r0 have a f1g" and viewof mim, and 
15 thereby :ifimulared to him. Pre- 
porcionable to our Faith; fo is our 
Holineſs, and according tg our ex 
pectations will = our Converſations 
Secozaly, It quickens to Duty) 1s? 
Wnetſtone to Induſtry. Ir 1s Hope 
that carries the Ship to Sea , and 
plovghs theCurled Ocean : Ir is Hop: 
that weilds the Souldiers Weapon, 
and ſteels his Helmet : Ic 1s Hope that 
teeds the Sower., even when he ſeem) 
to calt away | his Seed 3 very Tear 
are dropt in hope ; and ſo Mournfil 
Souls are led along the milky ways t0 


the FE ternal Father. Hope t teacheth 
Mt 
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men to caſt Bread upon the waters, 
where it may be fed and afterward 
reſtored. T hvs Divine Hope ls active 
in its influence 1s asWind to theSails, 
Wheels to the Chariot, and wings to 
theBird ; It makes active in Religion, 
ToRun the way of Gods Commandments, 

and never ceaſeth, till its object be 
obtained. The Furnace ſhall not terri- 
he a mans hope in Chriſt - As fire, it 
is {parkling and Flaming - Though 
the Winds blow, the Rain fall and 
Rage, yet Hope ſeated inthe Heart of 
a Believer, 2s on a Rock, grows up 4- 
gainſt Hope, and ſo perleveres in ex- 
pectation, till Charity, that circling, 
endleſs thing, hath pertectcd its wings 
to make its Flight to the Eternal Ci- 
ty of Repoſe, paſling the Vail into the 
Tabernacle of the Sanctuary, where 
JESUS the Forerunner hath made 
his Entry, for the Salvation of his 
Faithful Ones. 


Glory be to God in 
the Higheſt ! 
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'' rzphteous in all hi works. 
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JUSTICE of GOD 
ASSERTED, 
In Seeming Contrariant 


PROVIDENCES. 


Jobd-24... 47+ 
----- Wilt tL ou Condemn him that 
1s moſt Juft e Y 


5 O Bs Great Afﬀictions make a 
+ great noiſe in the world; they 
i SOunded lo far, as hi3 Friends at 
a great Diſtance from him, liear 


F; 


of them ; whether by the Miniſtry of 
good or bad Angels, or of neither , 
It Skills not. JIM. News 1s ſwift of 
Foot, {3ith the Greek Proverb «@.4 au 
@ed')4s, and like ill weather, which 
comes erc it be ſent for. 7 he Sims and * 

A1iſeries 
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RES 
A ſeries of Good People are much talk. 
ed of, and ſoon bruitcd abroad. , This 
brings Fobs Friends out of a Defire 
and Deſign to Condole with and Com: 
fort him, (the Character of true 
Friendſhip, which 1s ſaiced to a day df 
Adverlity, ) though ir fell out other: 
wiſe; for they tormented him, well 
nign as mach as Satan himfelt, though 
it were of I2norance and Linwitting- 
ly, rather thin of 11} will or fore 
thought Malice. Elphaz the Tems 
mite, Bildad the Shui:te, and Lophar 
the Nazinithire; all likely Jaume 
25, and men mnch eſtzemed for wif 
dom, and GodlireſG ; as 1s raaniſeſt 
in Their ſeveral Diſputations and Dif- 
courſes: Is which tNcy admoniſh him 
to Repent;, aflaring him, that he 
conld h2novlet; than a groſs Sinner, 
and Hypocri:e, becauſe ſo grievoully 
Afftictecl, (1 great Miſtake in them; 
and uſu ly rac Reproacn of the world 
upon the f3orer 1clon Of rhe Nuit. ) 
To Amn'wer tn:, 0 now Aildrefſerh 
him17, £10 Tormenred in Body, 
Perptux:d 1n Mind, ftonrly defending 
ki; own 11072: 4 4. and ſeeming to 
Tax :h: Lord ; as Dogs in a Chain 
Bark at their own Maiters. To - 
Is 
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his Friends make a ſharp Reply, from 
the 15th Chap. to the 22, and he an- 
ſwereth them again with greater Cou- 
rage and Boldneſs than before. 
Whereupon they begin a ſecond Re- 
ply, and. the Diſcourſe Continues, 
till the Parties grew weary of Fob ; 
who ſhewed himlelfa Valiant and Re- 
ſolute Champion : only as every 
Pomegranate hath ſome rotten Ker- 
nels in it, ſo Fcb had his Frailties and 
out-burſts, Cauſed by Extremity of 
Pain and Exceſs of Paſſion ; and who 
amongſt che beit Spirits, in Strange 
and Heavy Accidents, do not pay 
ſome Tribute to the Natural Paſſions 
of Men? Theſe Ending, Eliku, a 
ſtander by, a good Man; ſteps in as 
being all in a Flzme , undertakes to 
carry, On tne work agaimit and Re- 
citeth Febs Specches, Chap. 32. but 
not ſo candicly;and retelleth tnemybut 
not ſo mildly, as was: meet. True it 
was, Feb: 1n : his Heat, had let fall 
many Laviſh Specches, hut yet it was 
far from him to ſay, aiher that him- 
ſelf was witFort Sin, or that God 
was unjuſt, as £1u wenuid bear him 


down; very unftly taking ſome 
layings of lis, that way Sound- 
INT. 
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ing. Whence may be Noted by the 
Way) 

That Words prove net alway what 
they Tatend, but as they are Interpre- 
ted, 

The words of the heſt men are not 
free from ſtraining : they would yield 
Milk, when they are forccd to yield 
Blood : Inferences may be made upon 
what we ſay or do, ſuch as we never 
thought of. Arbitror mnonunullus Tr 
quibuſdam Locus Librorum meorum 


 Upimnaturos me Senfiſſe god non Seiſt; 


aut non Sen Wes gnod Stifi;, faith Aw 
ſtin, Lib. ts Trinitit, ad Finem,, 


and It fol out accordingly; for as. 


Bron Witneſſeth, after Aujtins 
Death, aroſe up diver Sy  quz ex eu 
Scripts male Perceptis, Corplures In- 
wexeruiit Errores; who out of his 
Writings wrelked and miſconſtructed, 
brought in many Errors, which they 
enteavoured to maintain, by the name 
and Authority of Saint Aguſtin. And 
the hike may be ſaid of LZa=ther, 
Which may teach us to ſer a Watch 
over the Door of our Lips; to 
Weigh our Words in Ballance, to 
Utrer few and Seaſonable Words. 
Elipn, we fee heated, a Fire is 
kindled 


GG) 


kindled on the Hearth of his Heart; 


by the Spirit of Judgment and burn- 
ing, and ſuch as many Waters cannot 
Quench ; Wherein, though El:hy was 
ſomewhat Faulty, yet becauſe he was 
right 1n the main, all was taken well. 
Noting) | lp 

How apt even 7vod men are to min= 
gle Sin with their beſt Actions ; To Plow 
with an Ox and an. Aſs ; but the Lord 
is pleaſed to Confider whereof we are 
made, and Gracioully to lay the Fin- 
zer of Mercy on the Scars of our Sins; 
2s that Limner in the Story. He 
looks over what 1s his, . and over- 


| hoks what is ours. Where there 


re no Sins of Allowance in us » 
there ſhall be Grains of Allowance 
tous : he will not caſt away his Pearls 
for every Speck of Dirt, _ 

The Gronnd of Elih#s Anger and 
Heightned Z-al is mentioned Chap.g 2. 
verſ.2.becauſe_i:b juſrified himſelf rather 
than God, This he did not directly 
and in fo many words,. but by a 
keming Conſequence, and Elihu was 
kindled at it. Iz is a Bleſſed thing 
to have a Stomach for God, to be 
blown up in his Cauſe; as were. ſes 
Elijah; Phineas, David, Chriſt, and 

| H the 
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the Angel of Epheſus ;, to be all on 3 
Light Fire with Love to God, and In- 
dignation againſt all that doth him 
any Diſhonour. All true Zeal is of 
a Maſculine Spirit. Job had utter'd 
ſome Diſcontented Speeches againſt 
God) which Retle&ted on his Honour 
and Juſtice ; he had deſpaired of 7 


Reſtauration;and moſt carneſtly wiſh | 


ed for Death, and thereby ſeemed 
to Juſtify himſelf rather than God, 
and this El:u could not brook ; and 
therefore Continues his ſharp Rebuke, 
in this Chapter, to the humbling 
Fob, and Vindicating of God. 5 
was not ſo Righteons, hut that he d& 
ſerved this Afﬀtiction; as there maj 
be Cauſe in the very beſt, as well by 
Reaſon of their Actual Prevarication! 
as of their Birth-Sin. God cannot a 
Wrong, It is Inconfiſtent, 1. Witi 
his Nature, /erſ. 10. Far be it fron 
God to do Wicked 5s. Hecannot $1. 
In which Sznk oaly it 13 ſaid, he car 
ot do this or that ; not through 
Want, but throngh Height and A 
bundance of Potver. JH cannet aq 
W:cbedly, becanſe ha is Omnipotent, 


F: is for poor Crea-ures to be Lyablſb 


ro ſuch Imperfetions ; the Divin 
Underſtand 
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Underſtanding cannot be a Principle 
of Dir:&:cw, and the Divire W:# 
cannot be a Prin ple of 7; jrrerrgn, and 
therefore the Dvine Cows cannot 
therein ſhew it {elf to be 2 Principle 
of Execution. 2. I appears from his 
Aftions » Ver. 11. He is fo far from 
doing Wrong to any, that every 
man {b+{ find accor dire to his Way. 
And although this 1s noc done forth- 
with, vet we may write upon it, and 
Reckon, that, Nor dm Omnuimn di- 
ertn ſoles Cecriderunt ; as fare as the 
Night tollows the Day, Account will 
ome, and God will Reward unto 


ach m3n according to lis Works. 


Picture that Eycth every one in the 
Room, obſerverh all things. Al- 
thonga one Man may not know ano- 
ther. nor any man know himſelf, yet. 
God, following as it were all men 


[hard at thee Heels, arh with his eyes 


mrrowly obſerve 2nd mark what way 
rery man Wolks in, he ſecth all 
tis £0Ings. And lect none pleaſe 
acmſclves in their Sinful Practices, 
$if Gol did not fee them, be: c-uſe 


ableſtvr 2 cime they eſcape unpuniſhcd © 
vir Sin and Puniſhment are tied t5- 


|; 3p gether 


His Prov itonce < like a well-drawn 


_ OI. 2 


- OI EE ER > on ras men 
-— See = 


(8) 
gether with Chains of Adamant, and 
cannot be long aſunder. 3. His Will 
doth evinceit; Yerſ. 12. Godwill not 
do wickedly. He can do whatever he 


vill do : but he cannot do Wickedly | 


becauſe, for want of good in Sin, it 
cannot become the Object of his Wil. 
Fob had ſaid as much before, but then 
he ſeemingly daſht all again, with his 
Inconſiderate Complaints and Mur- 
murings z and this El;ſhz could not 
bear, bur again and again Celebrates 
the Richtcouſneſs of God. 

This whole Chapter is a Golden 
Flood of Grave Diſcourſe ; an FE 
Icgant Oration ; if we Conſider the 
matter or the manner; It is a Diz- 
mond ſct in Gold. Each line in its 
place, is adorn'd with the Enamel of 
Divine Aﬀection, which breathes 
through the Diſcourſe. 

_ Here; as ina Mirrour, is the Lores 
Righteouſneſs preſenced ; his Juſtice 
1s diſplayed in moſt orient Colours 
And when E{4u hath done all he can, 
he ſeems to fly, as Ciccro once did 
of Craſſus and Anutorizzs, Roman 0 
rators, If any man thought he had ſpo- 
ken too much in Commendation 0f 


ihems he muſt need; be fuch a one” 


as 
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either knew them not, or was not 
able to judge of their worth. | 

The Text is one ſingle demonſtra- 
tion of Gods Juſtice, carried on in 
an excellent Metaphor : taken from 
binding up the Wounded, after the 
manner of Chirurgeons: And then 
the words are tranſlated. by ſome 
thus ; Arn gui odit puſtitiam, Chirur- 
yos zmitarctur £ Would he that ha- 
teth Righteouſneſs, do as Chirurge- 
ons uſe to do? Would God, it Hc 


t [were Unrighteous, bind up the Bro- 


ken- Hearted, or receive into favour, 


e |she doth, a Sinner that Repenteth, 


bing him good again, as if there had 
ever been any breach between them * 
tis noted, that a Kiag hath his name 
in the Greek Tongue from healing, 
Aras ab dz, Adedela > and that 
ſz, 3. 7. AGovernony is called Her - 
&, or Binder up, its the ſame word 


;[txre in the Text. But bow unfit for 


luch an Office, muſt he needs bc, who 
(oth not only, not do Right, but 
ſates ir? Asdid Nero, C aligula, C013. - 
mdas and others, cenenues of Het 
ren and Earth. | 

-=- And Wilt thou Condemn himth it ts 


mf Fuſt 7 
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(3) 
gether with Chains of Adamant, and 
cannot be long aſunder. 3. His Will 
doth evinceit; Yerſ. 12. Godwill net 
do wickedly. He can do whatever he 
vill do : but he cannot do Wickedly 
becauſe, for want of good in Sin, it 
cannot become the Object of his Wil. 


Job had ſaid as much before, but then | 


he ſeemingly daſht all again, with his 
Inconſiderate Complaints and Mur- 
murings ; and this El;ſhz could not 
bear, bur again and again Celebrates 
the Righteouſneſs of God. 

This whole Chapter is a Golden 
Flood of Grave Diſcourſe; an EF 
Icgant Oration ; it we Conſider the 
matter or the manner; It is a Di 
inond ſet in Gold. Each line in its 
place, is adorn®d with the Enamel of 
Divine Afﬀection, which breathe 
through the Diſcourſe. 

Here) as ina Mirrour; is the Lords 
Righteouſneſs preſenced ; his Juſtice 
is diſplayed in moſt orient Colours 
And when Eli hath done all he can, 
he ſeems to ſay, as Ciccro once did 
oi Crafſms and Antonizzs, Roman 0 
rators, lf any man thought he had ſpo- 
Ken tOO much in Commendation 0 


hems he muſt need be fuch a 916” 
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(9) 
either knew them not, or was not 
able to judge of their worth. h 
The Texr is one ſingle demonſtra- 
tion of Gods Juſtice, carried on in 
an excellent Metaphor: taken from 


; [binding up the Wounded, after the 
manner of Chirurgeons: And then 


the words are tranſlated. by ſome 
thus ; An qui odit quſtitiam, Chirur- 
rs imitaretur £ Would he that ha- 
teth Righteouſneſs, do as Chirurge- 
ons uſe todo? Would God, if Hc 
vere Unrighteous, bind up the Bro- 
ten-Hearted, or receive into favour, 
$he doth, a Sinner that Repenteth; 
toing him good again, as if there had 
ever been any breach between them ?7 
is noted, that a Kizg hath his name 
n the Greek Tongue from healing, 
Aras ab &d'us, AMedela 5 and that 
Iſa, 3. 79 AGovernonr is called Hci - 
&, or Binder up; its the ſame word 
terein the Text. But how unfit for 
ch an Office, muſt he needs bc, who 
wth not only, not do Right, bur 
hates it? Asdid NN, ero, C aligula, C'013.- 
maus and others, enemies of Hez- 
en and Earth. 

== And wilt thou Condemn him th it is 


noſt Fuſt ? 
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None in his right Wits will do 
This were for man to exalt himſelf a: 
bove the Divine Majeſty, nd for the 
dribling River to vye with ' the 
DOONEY Ocean. And yet what do 
tney leſs then this, who gruds at 
Gods procecdings, ard are ready to 
think, if they had the ordering of 
things in their own hands, they could 
b- ipoſe of them a fair deal better ? A; 
ipnenſe King of Caſtile, the Oint- 
ment of whoſe name is marr*d with 
the dead flie of his Athentical Speech, 
Tht if ve had been in Goas ſicad, bt 
would have d: [poſed the World betto 
this Chriltians beholding ihe 
Lords ſeverer Diſpenſations again 
them, their budding Flowers opened 
in a warm day, ſhut again in a Cold 
cnc:and heir flowing Tide >$ to become 
chhing Waters ; God cloathed as it 
were with darkneſs, and they not able 
to cleave the Clouds to bchold him 
walki.is on te Vault of his Palace, 
nor trace him In his bezmy wal 
throneh the midit of the Sanctuary, 
among theſe Golden Ccndlift.hs 
which k: 'VC [ONT ſvfiered 2 G&;mneſs; 
are apt to conceive that the Lord 
deals OL WEL with ENSHE and the) 
Me ten deter 


Li w 
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deſerve better from him, God might 


have been a wiſer and a better God, 
Blaſphemy is the fruit of Diſcontent- 
ment. Let none charge God fooliſh- 
ly. The Text will teach ns to de 
better Commentators upon Provi- 
dence, v:z. Even to juſtific God in all 
his ſayings, and to give him glory in 
all his doings, by our filence or Ad- 
miration. | 

The Summa totalis, or ſenſe of all; 
falls into this entire propoſition, vizs 

Wuhutcver mens apprehenſuns arc, 
God in all the ways of bis Providence 
towards the whole World, is a mo3% juſt 
God. 

God is moſt juſt, A univerſal Pro- 
poſition. So he was, thus he 15, 
and fo ever ſhall be: The Crea- 
tures ih:i1 be difſolved into nothing, 
and mcn as they are, into. Falſities ; 
But God will be found jzx/t for ever. 

I ſhail firſt endeavour to explain 
this truth, and afrerwards confirm it. 

For Explication > know , that 
one may be {aid to be zzft three 
Ways, 

1, Obedirn'ia Aitiva, by Afﬀtive 
Obedicnce, and that Voluntary and 
Perfect 5 Eoch extcuſively , in Rega;d 

H 4 91 
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of the Objef ; and Intenſrvely, in Re- 


'gard <4 Subjett; So, Chriſt alone't: IS 


{aid to be juſt here ; his Heart and 
the Law were Uniſons; anſwering 
each other as Face anſ{wereth Face in 
a Glaſs. And the Saints ſhall be 
hereafter ; when the Imperfect Linea- 
ments of Grace in the Soul, ſhall by 
the Penſil of the Holy Ghoſt, he 
drawn forth in their orient Beauty; 
and the Vermilion of Glory be laid 
upon FOO: 

I”; > Objedted, That the Saints 
arr [o :4 ty be quiſt here? | 

1 anſwer, true. 7o/cp# is called a 
Juit man, Mith, 1. 19. ſo were Le- 
charich and Elizabeth, Luke 1. 16. 
ſ21d to be R:ohteens before Gead, &c. 
But to he underſtood, 

1. Not Leg: for Righteouſneſs 
of Creation, whereby God made man 
after his wn Image, in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, to watk exatly ac- 
cording to the Rule of Juſtice. Per- 
fect .112N was then, though mutable, 
becauſe his Holine's depended upon 
and Jowed from a Priu:vpl: in him- 
XIE, Original Juſtice ; aow loſt ;, and 
0, 7108 46: Rib: Rn, 778 1i0t 910, "But; 
2+ Evancel.: caily , VIZ. # ig 3 'NDe- 

hf aerio 
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Level at the mark of Perfection. 


They hunger after compleat Righte- 


outneſs : whence it is ſaid, they 
Sin not, Fobn 3. 9. becauſe though 
they be not without Sin, yet their 
Wills is againſt Sin ; they have voted 
it dowu. When they fail , they 
mourn ; and this is called Goſpel- 
Righteouſneſs. (2) Comparative & 
Reſpettu Impiorum ;, in Reſpect of the 
Wicked; and ſo Noah was ſaid to 
be perfect in his Generatica; he be- 
ing Compared with the Prophane 
World: was a Per fet(t, juſt man. Gold 
in the Oar, Compared with Lead or 
Br aſs, is perfect; a field of W heat 


may have ſome Thiſtles growing In : 


it, yec Compared with that of Tares, 
is perfect Wheat. (3) Drivina Accep- 
taticne. God doth accept of them 
in and through Chriſt, Celo/. 2. 10. 
Ye are compleat in him: Through 
the Red-glaſs every thing appears 
red; ſo throngh the Red glaſs of 
Chriſts Blood, the gracious Soul ap- 
pears lovely and Beautifull in Gods 
eye. They are accepted in the Belov- 
ed, Etbeſ” ; ID | 
' 2, One may be faid to he juſt , 
po | Gratia, 


(14) 

Gratta, by Grace; as the EleCt ang 
Called are juji - Fuſftitia unions Tn. 
putata, by the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt Imputed, Jer. 33. 6. This 
Is as truely theirs to juſtify, as it js 
Chriſts to beſtow; and this is 1 
Chriſtians Triumph, when he is de- 
filed in himſelf, he is undefiled in his 
Head 3; in his Righteouſneſs the Saints 
ſhall ſhine brighter than the Angels, 
Or, Juſtitia communiones Inherente ; vil, 
the Graces of Chriſts Spirit, Holineſ 
of- Heart and Life; which Cajcar 
calleth Univerſal Righteouſneſs. 

3. Natura, by Nature, and ſo tw 
wayes. 1, Dono, by Gift; as Aaan 
was by Creation. His will (C which 
is the Univerſal Appetite of the 
whole man ) was Wonderfully good, 
Furniſhed with ſeveral Habits of 
Goodneſs, as' the Firmament with 
Glittering Stars. There was in him 
a prepenſion to all good; asan In- 
ſtrumenr in Tune; he was full of Har- 
mony ; like a Bright Air and a pure 
Be'uty without the leaſt Cloud to 
ſtain jt; his Heart was without the 
leaſt TinQture of Impurity 3 as Wine 
that hath no Sophiſtication. Such 


was Adams Holineſs. But this 1s not 
now 


(15) 
now to be found on Earth, we muſt 
g0to Heaven for it. 2. Efſentia, by 
Eſſence; and ſo God only 1s juſt. 
Righteouſneſs in God is as Beams in 
the Sun, Water in the Fountain, and 
Lines in the Centre, it 1s Original : 
heis the Pattern and Prototype of all 
Righteouſneſs ; juſt ad intra, as he 
is; Juſt 44 extra, as he works z every 
way juſt. 
Some may underſtand the firſt only, 
as Oftander would every where ; 0- 
thers the latter only : I conceive both 
may and mult be here underſtood : 
Ged is juſt in h:mſcif, and in all his 
Aiiiftrations to the Sons of men. 
AgaS, He is ſaid to be juſt, 
. Out juſta facit & umperat juſte ;; 
SO dock God, who never Acted or 
Commanded zny thing , but what 
was In 1t ſelf equal and reaſonable ; 
although p{rhaps to our ihallow and 
corrupt Underitanding it may ap- 
pear otherwiſe 5 as to our eyes 5 
Turrets and Steeples how upright, 
ſoever, if their height be exceeding 
great, do oftentimes ſeem crooked, 
and look as if they ſtood awry : Bur 
all Gracious Hearts diſcover that 
Beanty and Equity in all Gods Com- 
- mands., 
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 mands,as draws forth theirAſſent and 
and Conſent to them ; they can ſay, 
Bleſſed be God for his Precepts; Hs 
Commanas are not Grievous, 

2. Out opera quadrat adjuris Pre- 
cepta ;, So doth God, whoſe Will is 
the ſupream Reaſon ; Nec Reta ſo- 
lumſed & ipſa Regula; not only right, 
but the very Rule of Right ; And im- 
Poſlible it is for him. to do wrong, by 
erring from the Rule of Righteouſ- 
neſs. Men may overſlip themſelves, 
and miſcarry or deny Juſtice, in which 
caſe, Appeals have been made toGod,; 
as in the time of Her. 3. The bold 
Counteſs of Arundel, Appeald from 
the King and his bad Counſellors, 
to the Court of Heaven. And in the 
Hiſtory of the Holy-War, Relation 
is given of a Templar, who being to 
be burnt at Burdeaux, at the place of 
Execution, he faw the Pope and King 
Philip looking out of a Window, and 
cryed to them, Clement thon Cruel 
Tyrant, ſeeing there is no higher a- 
mong Mortals to whom I ſhould Ap- 
peal for my unjuſt death, I cite thee 
together with King Philip, before the 
Fribun?] of Chriſt Jeſus, the Juſt 
Judg, who Redcemed me; there, 
| both 
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both to appear within one year and 
a day, where I will lay open my 
Cauſe, and Juſtice ſhall be done with- 
out any reſpect : And it fell ont ac- 
cordingly. 

3. Qu: promiſſa ſervat ; So doth 
God: Heis faithful that promiſed. 
One letter of his name, whereby he 
hath m:de himſelf known » is, Abun- 
aant is Irath; And Chriſt is called 
the faithful and true Witneſs; And 
the Counſels of God are faid to be 
Faithful and True, He fo much a- 
bounds in it, as he hath no mixture 
of the contrary ; though the beſt of 
men have ſome; as for example; A 
precious Stone, hath ſome ſpeckling 
or cloud, but light it felf admits of 
none. God is light, and with him 
is nodarkneſs at all ; ſo God is true, 
and in him 1s no Falſhood at all. 
God that cannot lie hath promiſed, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, 7;tus 2, God may de- 
lay his Promiſe, but he cannot deny 
his Promiſe. 

4. On; ſunum cuique triouit, juſti- 
tia aiſiributiva;z So doth God ; He 
gives to every man his own. Itis In- 
juſtice and Tyranny to invade ano- 
ther mans Right : An Evil, which 
cannot 
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cannot be imputed ro God without 


Horrid Blaſphemy. 

But to come nearer 3 we may con- 
ſider God under a fourfold notion, 
and in each ſhall find him Fuſe. 

1. Vt Dominus, as Lord; in re- 
fpectof his purpoſe, touching man 
to be Created, of glorifying his Mer- 
cy and Juſtice, W Wiſdom and Power ; 
in Saving, Damning, calling effectu- 
ally, denying otters ; chuſling, refu- 
ſing, reprobating; Where ir 1s not 
ſafe to ſearch tos tar  Quod neſct- 
atur ſine Crimine, ne diſcutieticr cum 
dijcrimmmnez nor ſtrive to know with 
dangers what we may be 1gnorant 
of with ſafety ; in ſuch things, ad- 
miration 1s hetter Piety, than appre- 
henſion ; ( Curiofity 1s the firſt ſpawn 
of Sin )nor to judg that uvjulſt, which 
Reaſon apprehends not. Of all his 
Decrees, we may conclude, There 1s 
no Unrighteouſneſs with God, Rom. 
9. 13. Jacob have 1 loved, &c. Let 
not Carnal Reaſon dare to reprehend 
what 1t doth not apprehend. Let 
none forbid Faith to ſwim, where 
Reaſon cannot wade. Baniſh Soec1- 
nian Blaſphemy, which will needs 


have aReaſon of Divine My iteries. 
Except 


an 
F 
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Except they ſee, they will not be- 
lieve; whereby Faith is become, as 
ſome of that ſort of men have made 
bold to call it, 1heologorum Lud; - 
briumy, Scripturarum Tyrannidem, 

2, Ut Creator, with reſpect to the 
Means of Execution. Giving being) 
permitting the fall , Ordaining and 
Governing by his Providence, Pre- 
ſerving and diſpoſing both the good 
and bad. All theſe are juſt, 2 /z. 
4. 14. The Lord reward him accorad- 
ns to his Works. Math. 5. 45- He 
maketh the Sun to (hine on the Evil and 
Good, In which) he 1s at an Infinite 
Diſtance from Unrighteouſneſs : for 
in theſe he moves according to the 
Council of his own Will, and this is 
ever Rational; though our ſhallow 
Reaſon in this State of Degeneracy 
and Mortallity , be not able to Fa- 
thom the Depths of its Contrive- 
ments, and 1s thereupon ready to 
Cavil and Call in Queſtion their E- 
wry: 

. Ur Pator Eledtorum ;,, by ſpeci- 
all Righteouſneſs, viz. Goodneſs in his 
Decrees, and Faithfulneſs in his Pro- 
miſes , tio principal Emanations of 
the Divine Being, Reſpecting his In- 
tellectual 
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telleCtual Creatures, whom he hatlr 
taken into ſoneera Relation to him- 
ſelf; all which he juſtifies, for #14 
by the Obedience of his Son, who js 
Conſtituted by the Father to be the 
Head of all his Elect, to be his Mem- 
bers, and to be by him brought to e- 
ternal Bleſſedneſs. See 1 John 1.9, 
If we Confeſs our Sins, he is Faithful 
fo forgive, The word © Faithful} 
refers to Gods Promiſes, as [ Fut} 
doth to the Blood of Chriſt, the Ran- 
ſome received, whereby the Saints 
are Cleanſed ; And it ſtands not 
with the Divine Juſtice to demand | 
the, Debt twice, viz. of rhe Sure 
ty and the Devror , but upon Con- 
feſſion he is Faithful and Fuſt to For | 


4. Ut Fudex, as a . Jude, to diſtri- 
bute Rewards according to Works; 
2 Cor. 5. 10. This is the exactnelfs 
of that Divine Juſtice which Tri- 
umphs in God. The World is 2 
great Book conſiſting of many 
Leaves and Pages; This Judg will 
peruſe every Leaf, Page, Line, and 
Tittle of it; and make the great 
Index expurgatorius, blot out the 
names of thouſands, take a _— 
| 1 


| 
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this whoſe Volumn, caſt much into 
the Fire, bind up the. reſt as a perfect: 
Volumn of elect ones for Eternity. 
Revel. 1. 57. all the World ſhall ſee 
their Judg, their Crimes, their Ac- 
cuſers. Conſcience, and Satan, if out 
of Chrutt, or if believing in him, then 
Pardon ſealed with the Blood of the 
Judge , their Heaven ſmiling in his 
Smiles Revel, 20. 12. 

In three things he agrees with up- 
righr Judges, v:z. 1. In Loving Juſtice 
and lating Iniquity. Job 1s ſaid, to 
have accounted Juffice his Robe and 
Diadem. Chap: 29; 14. and of Trav 
jan that excellent Prince, that when 


| he gave the Sword of Power, to any 


whom he made Governour of any 
Province, he uſed to ſay, Accipe hune 
Glagiumy fi benefeeero, utere pro me 
fin aliter, contra me. It was from 
this Love of Jaſtice. Of Fabricims 
a Senatour of Rome, it 1s recorded as 
his Encomium and left as his mark of 
Honour, that a man might as ſoon 
| turn the Sun from its C ourſe, as turn 
him out of the Courſe of Juſtice. 
From this very Principle it was, that 
Ariſtides obtained the Report of the 
Jrſ# from 2ll in his tinte. Now: i 

I This 
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this be ſo true of men, how much 
more mnft it he rrue of God. The 
Right. 145 Lord | veth R:ghteonſneſs. 
Pl. 33. 5. He Loveth Righteouſneſs 
and Fun ment ! 

2. In Impartiality and Equality, 
hearing all ſides. Plutarch reports 
o< Alexander , thit when he fate in 
Juuament, he was wont alter am aurem 
prebcre Atori, alteram vero inte, ram 
ſervare reo, alway to ſtop one ear 
to the Plantiff, faying he kept that 
for the Defendaut 3 one mans tale 
being good, till another be told, 
eAEquum me utrigue parts in Diſc, ptan- 
ais Controverſy quam Iutuenda Di 
/ciplina prevebo ; ſaid Fuſtiman ; | 
w1ll hear both Cauſes &c. And this 
is a Rule obſcrycd by God , Ge, 18. 
21. 1 will go down and ſec, &c. Sp0r 
ken acco rding to our Dialect, after the 
manner of a Judze who firit ex3- 
Mincs the C:wſe exattly, before he 
will give the Sentence. God doth 
not make the Sword the Judge; he 


Weighs things in the Ballance ht 
ever Jyeih JGudejment' iro ihe Lit, 
\When God is on a work of Juſtice 
lie is not on a Rirt, as if he care 
not whom 12 1d kit, bout goeth in the 
Way 
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Way ofa Circuit, with the Offendor, 
I will go down and ſce ! 

3. In pailing Sentence without re- 
ſpect of Perions. The Juſt Judge 
fears no mans Condition in Judge 
ment, h: heholds not the faces of 
any pc:lons, but the Cauſe ; Like 
Melchizcdch he 1s without Pedigree, 
This Sor of Righteouſneſs ſhines on 
Beggars a3 well as on the Nobles. 
Too 34. 19. God accepts of mo mans 
Perſon; No not the Perſons of 
Princes, Prov. 24. 23. Kings and 
Nobles muſt come to his Bar, and 
TCCCiVe SCntence, as well as poor » 
Inferionr Perſo2s. He will do Ju- 
{tice upon men, be they what they 
will be. Fer. 22: 24; | 

But in three things, he ſurpaſſeth 
all, UIL,« x 

1. In As:hority, which is derived 
to him fram none. Heis Lord Pa- 
ramount and hath Potejfatem 
and extends to all, Ge, 18. 25. He 
hath Jus Impcrit, and Fus Domini ; 
which none can have;but ſubordinate- 
ly & derivatively trom him : HisKing 
dom ruleth over all. His Name writ- 
tenon h1s Thigh, isK ag of Kings. As 
among men; it 1s one of the Fra 
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X2galia, the Flowers of the Crown 
to enact Laws and Statutes; It is 
much more true of God. 

2. In Liberty: He 1s not tied to 
Law, in reſpect of time manner or 
meaſure. The greateſt and heſt 
Judges on Earih, do or fhould go- 
vern by Law, to the making of which 
others concur as well as they ; But 
God 1s a Law to himſelf. He and 
none but he can write on his Impe- 
rial Edidts, Stat per ratione volunt 5, 
My Will is my Law, ( which 1s Lj- 
berty in God, hut Tyranny in man) 
his Will becauſe of the Holineſs of 
his Nature, is always juſt. He can 
better ſay than ever Conſtarrine that 
Arrian Eraperour could, Q-d ego 
vobo, pro Canone fir; T,ct my Will be 
your Soveratgn Rulc ; fith things are 
Right becanſe F will them, I will 
not becauſe they arc Right. 

3. In /-fallib;Ity. He cannot err 
in dcciding Controverties and Cau- 
i:S; being Oniniicient» nothing 18 
iid trom htm, but all things are un- 
vailed to his cyc. He 1s never at 
a kd. Nojvnorance dwells in his 
Linderitanding., Fair Shews can nt- 
ves dehie jm; Colonrable and Falſe 
Reports 
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Reports cannot miſlead him, asEarth- 
ly Judges may be. He can never ac- 
quit afty, who is in truth faulty or 
inwardly unſound, nor upon any falſe 
ſuggeſtions paſs Cenſure upon any. 
He» proceeds only upon certainty. Let: 
the Papiſts conclude the Pope or 
his general Council infallible and fo 
fit to decide Controverſies in n2t- 
ters of Religion ; but we muſt be» 
lieve that {11 Mortals are more or 
leſs ſubject to Error and Uncertainty, 
If Moſes, Aaron, and Samuel, were 
among the beſt Magiſtrates, Prieſts 
or Prophets that ever were z they 
could not fatisfie in all things, ei- 
ther ſome Unrighteouſneſs would be 
in them, or they, though innocent 3 
will be juſtly accounted ſuſpitious. 

Thus rauch only for Explication of 
the Doctrine , 

For Confirmation thereof I am now 
to addreis iny ſelf : Which 1 do not 
intend to make as the Cords of a Tent 
ſtretched ont to their utmoſt length, 
or unneceilarily to enlarge, as the 
Phariſees did with Aﬀectation their 
Phylacteries; yet for the more full 
eſtabliſhing thereof, it will he pertt- 
nent co ſpeck vnto three things, vx, 

Ty t9 
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to prove it by Authority, and Argue 
ment , and to clear it from Ob- 
Jeftions. r | 

Firſt, for Authority ; which though 
fome do implouſly Queſtion, yet to 
us it is ſufficiently and Invincibly bind- 
ing. And this the Scripture doth di- 
verſly, v:Z. | 

i. Affirmatively ; when ir de- 
ſcribeth God to be Juſt, Holy, Rigi- 
zceous: (Exod. 9. 27. Pal. 27:17: 
' Fer. 12. 1.*®) all ſparkling Jewels 
of the Crown of Heaven, with which 
it flouriſheth ; and which, however 
diverſified in our Conceptions, are 
notwithſtanding Identified with 
Gods eſſence which is but one, 
though to us they appear to he diffe- 
rent from eaci1 other, and all from ir; 
as the vaſt Ocean, thouzh but one, 
receives divers names from the fere- 
ral ſhoars it waſheth on > io how- 
ever, Juſtice, Holineſs, Rightcoul- 
-112(s, be {ſeveral Names Snircd to diffc- 
rent Operations, yet all are but one 
Simple ACt in God, under thoſe va- 
rious Denominations. 

2. Negatively; When it removes 
all Injuſtice and Iniquiry from him; 
( Dertr. 22, 4+ 10. 17. Dan, 9.. 14 
' Rom, 
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Rom, 9. 14. ) Righteouſneſs 1s the 


Embroidered Robe wherewith God 


is Cloathed. It is the Glory of the 
Godhead. Exod. 15, Oloriow in 
Holineſs, 1s his Name. Darkneſs can- 
not be Imputed to the Sun ; no more 
canSin to God. You may as ſoonSepa- 
rate weight from Lead, or heat from 
Fire, as R:ghteonſneſs from the Divine 
Nature, 

3. Afﬀc&:ively, When it Attributes 
to God, the Aﬀection of Zeal, Anger, 
Fury, &c.25 Exod. 20: 5. 32-10. 
Numb. 11. 20. which are not in God 
{uch Paſſions as they be in men; but 
an act of immutable Juſtice, and are 
not to be underſtood ſecundum Per- 
twrbationis affeitum, but ſecundum 
Ultio: 45 Effettum. Anger and Wrath 
in God, is nothing but Trarqulla 
Conſt irutio 1uſts Supplicit ;, a Calm and 
quiet Appointment of juſtPuniſhment, 
revenging Juſtice. And the ſame 
Juſtice of Go 1 As it ſimply burns a- 
22Inft Sin+ is in Scripture called his 
Anger ; when it doth more fercely 
ex ” candeſcere or ſp?rkle out It 1s 
called his Wrath. The ſame Juſtice 
when ir pronounceth Senience, 1s 

called his Judgment , Wiien It Is 
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brought to Execution, it 1s called 
his Vengeance : all directed againſt 
Evil. 

Thus we ſec the Truth to have an 
Innate Proof , ſhining with its own 
Beams : and by this, it ſhould prevail 
over mens Minds, vanquiſh unbelicf 
and chaſe away the Clouds of Errox. 
But, 

Secondly, For Arg Hment, Though 
the Scripture like the Sun-beams, are 
their own Diſcovery, yet one may 
contract thein into three Glaſſes, 
wherein we may take a clearer View 
of them, and percetye 2 warmer Influ- 
ence from them folling on our Minds 
and Hearts. The Arguments grounded 
on the former Authority are theſe 
following, v:z. 

1. God is Arcs loerriganms 4 
Debtor to no32, bound to no Law, 
becauſe none was Cver £17cn to him 
therefore he cannot otfend 1n diftri- 
butive Juitice. A119. 20, 15. Is it 
not lawful for me to ds with wy own 
zs I will. RON. 9.21. Hath mot the 
Potter power OUVE7 the Clay, io mAKE 
one Veſſel ro Honour and another to 
Diſponour; 1.e. He may lawfully » 
he hath fuil Authority {@ to do: 
That's 
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Thats the meaning, and ſo runs 
that expreſſion in the Hebrew Text, 
Fer. 18.16. Cannot 1 ao as thisPotrer; 
And Ger. 34. 14. We cannot do this 
thing , 1.e. We may not do it; It 
is unmeet, un lawful for us to do. 
Now chis God can do, it is lawful, 
by Right he may. However by this 
awarding Paribus imparia, unlike 
proportions to men of like Condt- 
tions, conſidered in the ſame Lump 
and doing this arrbitrarily, accgr- 
ding to the good Pleaſure and Coun- 
ſel of his own Will, ſets men a 
crying .out of Iniquity in Gods pro- 
ceedings ; yet it 1s without reaſon 
and with great Injuſtice, for God 1s 
free 3 and beſides, his Will is the 
iupream Rule of Righteouſneſs. 

2. He is Fons Fu3titia, Juſtice it 
felf, the origiral of Rightcouſnels, 
and 1t 1s impoſſible for him to do; 
or be the Author of Sin. Out of this 
Fountain cannot proceed ſweet Wa- 
ter and bitter ; no more than white- 
neſs can black the Wall, or heat make 
one cold. Every thing is juſt, becauſe 
God doth it. He cannot do that which 
1s contrary to his Nature. He cannot 
Lie, becauſe he is Truth it ſelf. God 
| Cannot 
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canot Sin, becauſe he is Perfect Righ- 
teouſneſs. 

3. He is Tudex Myndi, as Abra. 
bam ſaid, Gen. 18. 25. And ſhall nt 
the Fudge of the World doRght? It 
is Abrahams acknowledgment of God 
in Covenant. He adem the World 
and ſhall judge the World. Theſe 
are atributed to him interchange- 
ably, to make and judge the World, 
And he certainly will doRigh: . We 
may as eaſily ſuppoſe Gr 'n ceaſe 
from being Jvdge of the World, as 
ceaſe to do Right. He 1 tiic Moker 
and Monarch of all men : who is his 
Superiour ? To whom ſhall he give 
account ? Who ſhall expoſtulate with 
him for Injuſtice ? Or for fear of 
whom ſhould he warp? He can 
ceaſe to be, as ſoon as Jleaye to be 
juſt. The Apoſtle improves his 
very reaſon, to demonſtrate the Righ 
teouſneſs of God ; Rom. 3.5, 6. Is 
God unright cons who taketh vengearce ; 
God forbid :; Flow (hall God juage the 
World ? It being an Oitce excluſively 
belonging to him, by re-ſon of his 
inet re nd-ont hobionel Tiſtc He 
ſhall judge the World;, that's a reciev- 


ed Principle 3 from Whence hc 14ers 
that 
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that therefore God cannot do unrigh- 
tcoully. See Jer. 11. 20. 2 Theſſal, 
1. 6- 

Thirdly, we come to clear this 
Dofrine from Objections; for this 
Bright and Shining Truth 1s very Of- 
fenfive to ſore Eyes; as the moſt 
Evangelical Diſcoveries are not 
without Fierce Oppoſitions. It is the 
Devils work to Impriſon all Truth, 
but the nobler and more pretious 
Truths > muſt expect to be put in 
the loweſt and darkeſt Dungeon ; as 
here now the Juſtice of God; the 
Flower and Crown of Heaven; how 
would he eclipſe this Fair Sun ! 
And, ; 

1. It is Objeted, That God 
4:14 Ordaia ſom? of his Creatures 
to Puni ſhment and Damnation, without 
Fault and Deſert. 

Aaſw. Divine Purpoſes are very 
unſearcheahle, they Iye wraptup in 
everlaſting Darkneſs and are covered 
in a deep Abyſs, none can Fathome 
thz Bottom. Yet to this ObjeQor, 
i ſay, it is moſt falſe : anda Calumny 
uſually caſt pon the Doctrine of Pre- 
deft 1.113532, and which the Rhetorick 
of our Adverſaries) is wont to blow 
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up to the higheſt pitch of Agpraya: 
tion even to the Impeaching of God 
Tuſtice which is moſt Blaſphemoys; 
But to the Anſwer , 

1. God Created man for his own 
Glory, Ultimately ;, and if any Miſ- 
carxy through their own Default, ( as 
it will be found they do,) God will be 


glorified in them as well as in others, | 
The Howlings of them which periſh, | 


ſhall render forth his Praiſe, as wel 
as the Hallelujahs of them that are 
Saved. They both fing unto the 
Glorious Attributes of the Bleſſed 


Trinity an everlaſting Carnt:icle, On: * 


Iy in this great Conſort of the Intell; 
gent Creation, the deſignedly Con- 
{piring Voices are as differing as the 
Condition of the reſpective Singers. 
HelPs Darkneſs ſhall as well contri- 
bute to Gods Glory, as Heavens e- 
ternal Splendours. As ſhadows Ju- 
diciouſly placed, do noleſs praiſe the 
Painter, than do the livelicr. aud bet- 
ter Colours. 

2. In Ordaining, he is to he Con- 
ſidered as a Lord, not as a Judge. E- 
leftion and Reprobation bcing Acis 
of Power and Prerogative : fo that 
in theſe the matter of Right and 
Wrong 
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-| Wrong are not concerned. Gods 


Volitions and Decrees are not de- 


; [ending on any temporal Objedts, 


1 Motives thereunto ; but determine 
mithourt any Reſpect to any Diſpoſiti- 
on in the Creature ; and what Injuſt- 
ice can be therein ? The. clay ſhould 
not diſpute with the Potter. None 
honld argue againſt Divine Prero- 


[eative. Ratio quoſdam elegit & quoſ- 


dam jeprobat,, non habit rationem miſs 
Divinam Voluntatem. Aqu. 1 part 4- 
23. Art 5. 

3. He doth puniſh none without 


{ fault, nor condemn any withour De- 


fert. God who is pure Juſtice, in- 
fterreth no prejudice upon the Crea- 
ture, but as provoked by ſome Cri- 
minal miſcarriage ; though it be cer- 
tain, that the Reprobate ſhall dye, 
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yet Sz, not the Decree 1s the cauſe 
of Death. Ko. 5. 12. By Sin Death 


| entred into the [/orld, To crown or 


_—_ 


to damn is 2n AQ of judiciary Pow- 


{ er, and proceeds according to the 


Tenour of the Revealed Golpel. The 
Eternal Decree of the Damnation 
of the very Dcvils, wes neyer de- 
termined to be Execated otherways 
than for their own Mildeeds. 


2. It 


_ 
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. Tt is objected, 1he Author of 
fin cannot be juſt. Ergo. 

Anſw. Innocency it ſelf cannot. he 
protected from Imputations ; though 
the Reproach will jtick no faſter, 
than a Bur that is calt againſt a Cri 
ſtal ; fot it will eaſily appear, that 
God 1s neither Autho or Atfor Per 
cat: - He makes Sin no more than 
the Sun makes the Night. Though 
Bellirmin labour to impole this Blai- 
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lis, as their opinions, Yer the 
Dominicans and | ſome OL 1s own So- 
ciety, clear him, as ſaying, 1. That 
he willeth Sin permiſſively, OLNer- 
wife ut could not be, Afro C infa- 
b:li inodo non. fit preter e515 ND 
tem, quod etiam fit contra Cj 85 Volta 
rem 5 Qitta 11012 fierer mp fracrs zt, TE 
utique nolens fit , ſed walins - As 
Aug. Enchivid, And a2 11, Noz ft 
nerit bonus fier mi bes PIN Omnpotens 
et1am de malo poſſet facere bonum, Ibid. 
The Lord thought it better to do 
poor with evil, than not to permit 

And it isacknowledged, that Sin 
rs worlt thing that is, but the Ex- 
tſtence of Sin is not Evil; other- 


wile faith Ag. God would nor per 
wit at , God 
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2. God concurs ad Atum © Dc- 
terminationem voluntatis in particulars, 
non ad obliquitatem AfFis, God doth 
concur to the Action and ſuſtains 
the Agent ; For 'is _ by him all 


tings conſt 7k. Coloft-.t. 17, and As 
bY; "28. Inhim we HP: move, QC. 


xreue)2, we are acted by him, 


So that the bare Action i 1s good and 
thefault whoily remains with the 
Creature. 


Obj. Bur te that doth not hinder 
Siz when be miy, is guilty, SO 2 
wicked Aircian- asreichs why the 
Lo'd who torclaw the event, did fuf- 
fer Fve and. the D-vil io confer, and 
if ce were able, why did he not 
hind-r Sin ro be 

Anſ. Thus men preiuming upon 
certain A-ioms of Crookxed and Dit- 


| torted Reaſon, will undrtake to paſs 


| Sentence upon God. Th«© Rule will 
| hold rrue in Reſpect of me ip 9/41 701 
| Verar peccare, cum poſits juber : Out 


| nOt in Reſpect of God. who is bound 


tO no Wake  n-ither did he f{uffer Sin 
unreptov2d or unpurith ted. Proſper 
and Hilirins hoch, with -inftin, make 
antwer to this Queſtion, why God did 


gt 
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wot hiader Sin? the cauſe may be uns 
known, it cannot be unjuſt. 

3. It is Objected; Ood adzth 
D:ſtribute wunequally : evil FNGArs 
to good men and good things to evil 
#HICN, 

Anſw. This1s a bad and common 
Charge. The ſeeming Diſregard 
and Inequality of Providence, hath 
cauſed ſome to charge God fooliſhly, 
Among Heathens of old, we find Bra 
74 an able Aſſertor of Divine Pro- 
vidence, ſuch as he knew ; when 
finally vanquiſhed by Antorizes ant 
faw ſuch bad Succeſs in ſo good 3 
Cauſe, as he thonght lus to be, Gil 
claimed all Vertue and derided all 
Endeavours of living well, as vain 
and bcotleſs. And Pompey when Gif- 
comiited by Ceſar, blamed Provi- 
dence, as if there were a Milt over 1t. 
Burt both blamed the Sun, becauſe of 
their own fore eyes. And theſe well- 
tempered Heathens were nor alone, 
but men of other make have {tumbled 
at the ſame Stone. It was Davias 
Cafe, P/-l. 73.2.3. As for me, my Step 
were almoſt gone, my Feet had well nigh 
ſlipt, for 1 was envious at the Fool 
&c. and the Prophet Jeremiah, Chaps 
$3. 
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50 cod © To! is $- thin ard Lean : 
Way itt tt he Lyon and Raven, .thoſe 
unclean Creatuiess:be iparcd, Wien 
the lanocent Lzmb and Dove are 
Sicriiiced 2 Tie wicked flourilh, like 
2 Bay-iree, and enjoy a Conſtant 
Spring and Suminer, chough withou 

Fruit, - when” Lhe -- Saints; like good 
Apple-tices, have their Autugn and 
Wincer ? This hath toucied good 
men to the quick; fore Cyes could 
not behold the 2loiious Sun-ihine of 
wicked mens Proſperity » without 
much pain. Put however God is 
juſt. Therefore to an{wer the Oh- 
ſection, I lay, he that doth ” finally, 

IsSuniuft. Differ 1s Dez, non De- 
MTiminit 7 God will h ays ine n to be 
known. Some ferye him only for a 
Livery 3 dayes of Adveriity are Gods 
fans or F Urnace ; 7077 Approv.i fatta 
Impiorgn ; he approves not the un- 
zodly in their way2sz though at 


Gods Connivance and GE Immu- 
nity of tiew Rellifh Practices, chey 
K FNake 
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make damnable Inferences of his ap- 
proving tnem. SHecanſe they have n 
Chanzes, they fear not God. 

Object. 4. Suppoſe two perſons 
for natural Diſpoſition Equal, the one 
is taken aud effeitually called, the 4 
ther left ; is not here Reſpeit of Per- 
ſons ? 
Anſw. Here is more hubling up 
of Carnal Reaſon apainſt Divine 
Diſpenſation: the fame Anſwer 
occurs here for Subſtance, as to the 
former. 

1. Gertain It is that theſe wy 
Terms > MR: htrous Fridgement , and 
Accepting of Perſons, are differently 
Oppoſite. Bur here is no reſpett of 
Perſons: the Working of God, on 
which the Object 1s founded, is «tw 
Patertte Taibers, potins gu-im Fuſtitia, 
2n act of fice Power, rather than cf 
Tiſtice. And Divines have received 
it fora Principle, That Acccpring of 
Perſons, 1s not found in Gratmts, | 
in Acts of Bounty, wherein the Do- 
nor 15 at Liberty to diſpoie of his free 
Gift, as plorſeth himſelf 5 but mm Dc- 
6;tis, in Acts of Juſtice and Righte- 
ouſnets, wherein lictn an ObligatF 
en on him that Diſtributeth, to give 

ever) 


( 39 } 
evety man his due. Hereon theY 
Conclude, that in Divine Choice, God 
IS NO Debtor to any of his Crearutes, 
bur Acteth therein, net as a Judge» 
but as a Soycraign Lord ard Liberal 
BenefaCor, chooſing ſome, and paſſing 
by ethers 3 as without Injuſtice or 
Wrong to any, fo without ſheiw of 
'accepiing of Perſons, . Ar: Af diſ- 
PULINg TNIS Queſtion larely againſt 
the Pclagizzs, brings in the tnftance 
of a manthaor hach two Dcbtors, of 
vw-hom he forgives one, and requires 
full Payment of the other; if any 
demand thz Reaſon,, he anſwereth, 
Jt 2s my W-10 : and ſo God giveth 
Effectual Grace to one and not to 
another, this 1s his Free Power, 


2. [c15jaſt, becauſe according to 


his Will and Wiſdom. Rom. 9. 13, 
1h:rofo;e bath oc 24: rey; 08 whom he 
will, &c. And therefore not injuſt; 
becuſe hidden to us. If thiz do BOL 


fatisfic, I hall refer ſuch to conſider 


what one of our Antlent Writers Gi 
to their Forefathers ; Hcron in Ep;j7. 
adCteſs mphontcayryviz, The Apoſtle, Gitts 
he, having diſcourſed of this Myſte-, 
ry, acknowledzeth their depths, and 
adoreth the Wiſdom of God inithem;- 
K- 2 Digna#t 
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Dignare C tuiſta neſcire ;, concene Deo 
petentiam ſui neqltaguam te indinet 
Defenſore * By Houn 1:0 Wing to be 
ignorant Of ſuch things, Leave God 
tO kimiclt 1n mcd- Te of his De- 
crees and Diipeniaitons ;he will he 
fire to do 1it ſo, 5s not to find in 
nced of any Apolegy or Detence 
fiom thee ! 

4: ObFRcTed 1t.15, What rfrire rs 
;t 712 Co: !, E0" C871, thiard A. EMH VOY L1 
IJ'o7a. the Pe E607 18h5 
be Doris ly | miinnt the iiwpard 
tdlp of Þ op 7 oY che! it tal the antat 
whit. 40 y tuat 1p of tre Sfiiit to 

Anſmw. Fair Words 3 bur a trick 
hereby mCca of LO): 1138 Thovohts 
[1>cur to britsz the Roy: : Prorcpr: 
ly "0 or Co! IVeriung C31 
hands of [ mo | Clay, and fo I FOOTE 
" Gar of him who 1s _ 
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5 1h to Gods Honour 
and a ſtain to Þ1s FuſeRce, * LO COom- 


E: nave Tr Cath. to pe 
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ath it; tu G0 hith rot Joil 
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ath loſt. Ins Ability to obey. A 
Drunken Servant is not difobliged 
to ſerve; nor a vroxcn Merchant to 
pay his Creditors. It i3 a Right Rule 
to be obſerved in unknitting this 
Krot ; Manda ata Dit, non ſunt AMen- 
Jura noſis 1A Virilim ſed Regul 
Of.cii & jmnteria precims, as Molinus 
Coptr. Amyrald, Precepts and Exhor- 
tations, ordinarily tigmhe the ap- 
proving Will of the 'Cormander , 
and his Duty to whem they are pro- 
Pounc! me although {omciime the 

ury Of the SITS, ratacr than the 
Will of thc Spenk er, be declared by 
them : They ſhow. us what we ought 
to d0;.R0t what we can, they allure 
vs whit, God will do when he pleaſcih, 
not wiilt te 1s bound to co Grace 
IS ns e. TNcrther can any Ereatuy 


C12 1: C3 Cel ae: ER + þ 6 er 
HG5;: S401 FRDE _ to his 
NatJrc 07-415 EAv0t6r; how {o:MeC 
ſawcl 0 514 K-.:Of God; 43 
if. he-wers hong Jo thi or thits 
LO: 21 G51 15 Grace; 
Veil. I-06 £0 Pro- 
miſe; þ | n 1=<ao hinilele 
2 RN: 1 5 75.116 zoal 
of £ 1 277 3, SC2E27 1” 

© G Is, 7 


Om ———— ES 


— 


WO IAA <A OO As et mt ern = . 
oy v4 — 


A. OD 
— thi 


(42) 
ftintt, 43. againſt ſuci men 5 Vet mi- 
hi videtur, hoe wverbup | Deober 
VEnenun ba ibcty--=-ncc Deo pr CPV SUR 
compctit, quia 207 eft debitor mois, 
zift 5 forte expronicſſo. Tome, ffuth he, 
this word [ he ov25t } or, hos 591d, 
ſeems to have much poiſon iti it, ad 
cannot properly belong io God, who 
5 no Debtor to ns, ſave only in thoſe 
cajes, wherein he hath paſicd ſome 
free Promiſe. And Iam ſure, our 
Saviour tclls his Dil (ciples pl :lnly, Jr 
75 giver to you to know the 117 'pſtcric S 0 
190 Ringaom of TIDY, to i*pcrs it 
is not Fivers Bia; __ 13-11. And the 
Houſholder in the Parable, itops thc 
Mouths of thoiz2 ” $name that. rc- 
pined, as exp=ting more from im 
than it was h15 pleaſure _ [OZ1Ve, V W 
the fole conſideration of irs being his 
Will ſo to have it, Friexd 1 ds thee 
no wroze 3: &Cc.. Math.20. 10, 13. Der 
judicia nemo j Peczze Compren CF. art. 4.C}1.0 
jaſte CO. 7 O79 MAI | 

Fo It is Ob cds Ged commended 
Abraham 16 z4 his So. 

Anſw. 1. He way do that, which he 
nath forbid us to do as appears 
out of Deze. 24. 16. Compared with 

2 Kin 14.6. For although by an ex- 

; Pr ©4a 


vc, 
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preſs Law, Magiſtrates be forbidden 
to put Children to Death for their 
Parents Sins; yet God, who is the 
Author of Lite and Death, hath 1e- 
ſerved to himſelf a Liherty of ſo do- 
ing, whenſoever it ſhall ſo pleaſe 
hinf, by Reaſon of his ſuprcam Do- 
minion ever all; and therefore for 
him to Inflict inferiour Lemporal Pun- 
I/hments 10 that caſe, cannot but be 
accounted juſt; and the rather, if 

'© Coulider, that Children may be 
Ic ounred pare of their Parents 3 
rags 25 a mans Wife 1is himſelf divi- 
ded, io te Children arc himfelf Mul- 
tiplycd. 

2. God: command to Hiranam was 
but ſand: 4 777 Explcr atiornits >» not 
Sedauctionis, 2 Command of Tryal, 
not of Sc duCtio n. God is ſaid to Jempr, 
WinCil AC pur 3 US ng Ct C17 HO onr 


i——_— 1-the as 2 end; P8797, 2 6. 
but to Tl he canr not be! han to do, 
The Author of ., Gocd, cannot bo 
th2 Author of Gia: 45 "before is 
Noted. | 

. Object. Did he not vid Shimet to 
curſe wen ! 

Azſw. True; -28 a Punitihment cn 
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come betvreen us and Wrath. How- 
ever Reaſon do moſt gainſay this 
Myſtery, we mult ſay, Faceat i52 
AMulicr in Eeclife Let this woman 
hold her Peace in the Church. . Hear 
what th2 word ſaith, and believe ; 
Chrijo * fri cred thut God mi echt be juſt ; 
Rom. 3. 26. If this will not Satisfie, 
| aniwcr farther. 
2. Ciriſtmay be conſidered tivo 
waves, v4, aShe is in lumieifa Na- 
| Boa, witnout any Relation to 
4 {O n0 action of his Concern 
or any of ours concerned. Fir , 
21; 7ert of a Boay bag een, 
In WHICH Confderer Cn, his - Actions 
ind ov75 Concern us coFaithy ; : for IE 
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munication of Propeftics z which 
work extends It {cf fo far, as that the 
Perfeftions and Excellencies which 
are Originally peculiar to the Perſon 
of Chriſt, are Communicated unto, 
and truely aſhrmed of holy men; 
1 Cor. 1. 30. and fo thelnfirmirics, yea 
the Sins of his Members, arc Commu- 
nicated unto and Afiirmed of, and 
Imputed to Chriſt. ec was 71a9t 
Sia for 5, 2 Cor. 5. 21.though 1 the 
ſame Breath, the Apoſtle faith, He 
kucw 70 Sta, both which are moſt 
truce; becauſe our Sins are his Sins, 
by Reaſon of this Union : as the Debt 
of the Principal 1s alſo the Debt of 
the Surety. In which Sente, Chriſt 
1s ſaid to be ſlain from before the 
Foundetion of tre Terid, Reovel. 13. 
8. even before he was Incarnat ; be- 
cauſe of Abd, who was his Mcmbher 
and Type. Chriſt ſyſt-red for the 
Sins of his Pcoplc, which are his S1ns 
in that hinſcifand Members. arc one ; 
and no Injnftice doth appear as to this 
Miniltration. 

7, It 18 obj:Acd; Gord men are 
ſwepr away i1 common jitde ments, as the 
wiched are. | 

Aaſw, Quiward things come abke 
tO 
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to.all. So. Solomon ; to Saints as well 
as Sinners. What they ſay of Tem- 
pers, That Now datur purum elemen- 
zum, there 15 no pure, unmixt Tem- 
per, that is ſtrained and ſublimated 
2nd as it were framed into ſuch an 
Harmony, that it hath' always an 
healthful Predominancy, but mixt, 
:n4 whereby Diteaſes break in; the 
like may be fauid of Divine Diſpen- 
ations cowards the beſt of people ; 
there 15 a_ mixture Jn them; the 
$1ints are n9t ever fingled out as 


| Chjefts of ſenſible Mercies- Their 
Sn oftentimes {ects ina Cloud ; their 


Snip in common Tempeils is over- 

whelined ; Bur, | 
1. It i5 not. ſo always. Nozh and 
Lit ſhall be ſtanding Wincſſts there- 
of, fo long asthe World ſhail ſtand. 
They wers ſtananng Monunicnis of 
Gods Pricſervation, in the then Ru- 
ins of the Worlds Dciolaygon. 
Though an Honſholder {peud and fell 
tae greateſt part or the Harycii 
Crap, yet he will be fiureto preterye 
1 little Szcd- Corn, to low his ground 
ſor a new Crop. Though Sedom be 
1&1; deſtroyed by Fire, yet Fer: 
fel:m 15as 2 brand pluckt out of the 
Fire 
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Fire. God makcth alight account 
of a whole City full of Sinners he 
takes away the ungodly of the earth 
like drofs, P/alm 119. 119. Which 
IS put into the Fire to be conſumed, 
His own people ſhall be preſerved. 
Though he make a full end of. all 
Nations, yet he wiil not make a full 
end of his pcople, but correct them 
in meaſure. He will haye /eze to be 
Monuments of his Mercy, for inthe 
midſt of Judgments he will be loved, 
as well as icarcd 1n his ſmiles. 

2. Never as the wicked arc; though 
In Afl&tions, and National Calamilics 
cipec] ally, God ofteniimes ſcems to 
make no diftintion between the Ob- 
jets of his Compnalſiton and Fury, In- 
diſcriininatcly Involving them inthe 
Jame Getty ; ; yet his {1 onition mokes 
& Yall dHICrence, wWiore [g3 infer'euuon 
ſzems iO make none: As when on ih 
ſame. teſt, 2nd. With: tle -teli-t 
Fire, Chymitt do urge the Gol 
a5 wih-2Sta-bi:anded FRIED MN 
wit! 2 Forckn owing and Gaoiigning 
ſuch a MIEPACLEY IN Lye Tocn! $52. 40 
conſume the ifroble Minerals, or 
hiow Uhm Git into Dro's and Func? 
ind make tve Gold inore pure 21d 
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fill of Luſtre. Even fo doth God in 


people 11 common with the wicked ; 
to the one they are deſtructive, to the 
other  Purgatiyc, If. 27.9. By this 
he ll the T-igmty if Jaco be purged, 
&.- When the evil ofA M1CTION OVer- 
takes a wicked man, It 1s to take a- 
way tnctr Soul; when 1t COmes to a 
rodly man, 1t comes only to take 
[away his Sin. A roticn cleath if it 


[he fcour'd ard rub'd, it breaks and 
(rears; bhnta2 picce of Braſs well icon- 


red, will ſhine the brighter ; Jud 
ments on wicked C1 f1lſe heane, 
break them, but the f.me on pcod 
men, amend and Þt Rey them. 

Tron; } OU [ce the Objections are 


'but 2s oppoſing the ſhadow to the 
[hght. and a Iyc to truth; ond how 
hey vi iO 20 2hcont io put ont the 
truth of God, by fi 11ng make It 
[burn the krightc r. Neiiher indeed 


was It ever Poſille for the enemies 
of Gods Rirlteul nf by all the err Er- 
wins to Con zpaſs their Deſign 3 all 


the vapours of mens Brains, are nor 


able _ clond fo bricht aSun. The 


[uſe of 51] tollows. 


And, 1. This Doctrine, hke a 


direful 


tis ſevere Diſpenſations towards his 


ad 
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direful Comet which carries with i: 
Blood and deſtruction, ſpeaks dread 
and terrovr, and It hath a double 4: 
{pect; | 

1. On the whole Land in general, 
and fo it fadly threatens, Confidering, 

Firſe, What 1s done by us. Sinfui 
weare to aſtonihment : that of the 
Prophet may be applied to us, Hear 
O Heaven, and Ficarken O Earth, ] 
nave brought wpChilar en, and theybave 
Rebcll:d againſt me. Secure we are, 
fearing no evil, ſetting lignt by the | 
means, vapouring cut the good Spi- | 
rits of a pleaſant Eands in a v1# 
Converſition. Our Calm and peace- 
able Goſpel dayes have brought forth | 
tm us Spiders and Caterpillars, and | 
the like Vermine, even Pride, Lux- 
ury, Prophanerefs, Arheiim, Spirits 
averſe to the power of Godlineſs, | 
and a ſound Reformation ; Wirnels | 
that general Apoſtacy to Formality, | 
Will- worſhip, and ſtrange Inclinati- | 
ons to Popery, and ſuch-like innova- 
tions : and which 1s a great aggrava- 
tion to ſhew our inexcuſablemeſs, God 
' hath been correting vs, to amend 
vs, but we have been the more yile 


and finful- Hoſe f. 1, When I would 
hat 
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have Healed Iſrael, then the Tniqnity 
of Ephraim was aiſcovered, &Cc. 725] 
is excecdingly decayed, the word ſup- 
preſſed, and Religion meets with 


much ſaarling and oppoſlicion every 


where. How impudent is Sin grown ? 
God looked for purging of the Land, 
and behold itis moredeliled. When 
thePot boyleth the Scum is diſcover'd. 
Baths bring forth Corruption ( if ir 
be in the Body ) inco the Skin : God 
hath becn reforming the Land; and 
our Wickedneis appears the more. 
Time was when Sin began to be vfha- 
med, fo crcep into Corners, to be 
out of Faltion, but now it 15 grown 
brazen faced, walks in the open 
Strects, ſeems to be in requeſt niore 
then ever. 1 hus our Sins reſtity 4s 


gainft us, are grown up to Heaven, 


and darken the Sun, put out the 
Moon, fecal up the Conſtellations, to 
intercept the paſlage of Prayer thi- 
ther, and to ſtop t he influences of rhe 
light of Heaven from deſcending hi- 


\ ther ;, or tro knock' at the Gate, to 


{ollicite for vengeance upon us. 
Second'y, what the Lord hath done 
to ochers ſo offending; even took 
away his Glory, and gave them up in- 
LO 
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to the Enemies hands; bringing 
them into a Spiritual Eeype : Witney 
the famous Aſrar Churches now un- 
der the ALfuhometan Tyranny. There 

was a time when the Vineyard, /jz. 5. 
4. ſhould have afforded red Wine, and 
then It might have expected Water- 
ing every moment, and Continued 
Preſervation, but this Vincyard De- 
generating, inſtead of Red Wine, jt 
brought forth Wild Grapes; and then 
inſtcad of keeping, tne Lord threat- 
ned to take away t the He ge, and pull 
down the Walls thereoi: inſtead of 
Preferving it from hu: r, to let 1t be 
caten up, broken down, inſtead of 

Watering, to command the Clouds 
to yield! i no Rain. 

Thirdly, Confidering, what he hath 
done a nongſt vs; how he goeth on 
by Degrees. God zs juſt, and when 
tne Number 1s up, the rod will cer- 
tainly fall; when the Corn 1s ripez 
the Sickle 1s prepared. Fhough he 
break not the Candleſtick, he may, 
{or onght we know, remove 1H, and 
not leave fo much as any quality, title 
or Property of a Charch; he may 
deal with us, as he did with Epheſes ; 


and who knows but that the Lord 
hath 


bp RY ron. EI \ as 
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hath ſaid of us in this Nation, as he 
did of the old Church cf the Fews, 
Dent. 32.32, 23. Their Vive « the 
Vine of Soaom, GC. Sure I am, he 
hath already begun to cut the Vine, 
till it bleed 3 and if Repentance ſteps 
not in toturn away Wrath, he may 
be provoked to ſay to England as he 
once did to Paleſtina, Fer. 2.21. 1 
Planted thee a novle Vine, whilly a 
right ſeed ,, how thea art thou turned 
a degencrate Plant of a ſtrange Vine 
unto me? And not only loan us out, 
bur ſet us to whole-fale 3; and make 


| the Kingdom an Holccauſt to his 
juſt Indignation. | 


2. On the prophane and ungodly 
in ſpecial. This Loctrine js 10 them 
an Arrow ſent from Heaven, Fea- 
thered with Wrath and head with 
Ruine. It is a hand from Hevven , 
an Alarm from thcnce. Conlide- 
TINg, 

Firſt, what the Lord hath threat- 
ned, Deut. 29. 19, 20, lhe Lora 
Till not ſpare that man, he (hall not ef- 
cape, Do not think the Lord to he a 
God of Clou ts, one, that however 
he ſpeak heavy words, yet will not do 
23 he ſaith ; ſay not with them in 

L. 1/a. 
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iſa 5- 13. Words are but Wird; 
and with them in the Goſpel , God 
forbid Do not fancy to your ſelves 
a God made up wholly of Mercy , 
and {9 2& arbitrarily,- living as you 
pleaſe : for verily you will find, he 
hath blows as well as words, and 
That the cry of Sin, will molt cer- 
tainly be followed with the eccho of 
Wrath. Clouds contalns the ſhowers 
of Rain that fall on the earth, and 
lo do Threatnings contain the Judg- 
ments that purſue Sinners. AS in 
the Revelitiozs, you never read that 
the Heavens opencd, but {ome great 
matter followed ; {0 it is here. Hat» 
the Lord ſpoken, and ſhall he not dot * 
Verily, his word ſhall not paſs a- 
way unfulfilled ! 

Sceopdly, what he hath done, to 
the Old Iiorld, Sodoin, Achan, 4- 
hab, Saul, Hcrod, and ſuch like S11- 
ners againſt their own Souls. He 
hath made Arrows of all Wood , 
2nd venzeance of all Creatures 0 
puniſh their Demerirt, he hath fallen 
upon them more {ſwift than Tem- 
peſts, Ezglzs, or imp2tnous SCOrms: 
They are fo many vilible Sermons» 


and ſpeak the determiiotions of Gods 
real 


eas 


a A ——_ 


Nth 
Ein - 
ceal Stories to be read by you, that 
you may not become Stories for 0- 
thers to read. {hc ſh: he ſpeak, to 
them in his Wrath, &c, Behold theſe 
examples in a way of particular ap- 


plication, as hringing Tidings of 


Ruine, and ſaying, V-leſs you Repent, 
you! ſhall all likewije periſh, As Judges 
uſe to hang up notorious Offendor 
in Chains, to be a terrour to all 
Spectators, ſo hath the Lord done 
with many obſtinate Sinners ; he hath 
Thundred and Lightned over their 
rebellious heads, none of them were 
able to refilt his Juſtice. 
_ Thirdly, Conſidering what you have 
deſerved ; even to be delivered up 
to a reprobate ſcſe,Rom. 1. 28. to Be- 
lieve a Iye, 21khef. 2.11. to be turned 
into Hell, where your Horrour and 
Lamentations ſhould be the Muſick 
of Gods Juſtice, and the Heravlds of 
his Righteous Severity to all Eter- 
nity. 

Object. But (ball we be ſo deals 
with £ 

Anſw. Yes, without Repentance 


and ſpeedy turning to God. It is but. 


32S he is juſt, he will find you out. The 
Rocks and Mountains ſhall not be 
L 2 able 
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able to ſhelter you from the Wrath 
of him thar firs on the Throne. May 
the terrours of God prevail with you ! 
O be importunate with the moſt High 
to cut the thred of your Wickedneſs, 

that you may not {pin it out to a full 
Length. Put to your own ſtrength 
to break off the Match between you 
and Sin, and Sue out 2 Dlyorce; 

HLreakoff thy Sins byRuyhteonſneſs, faith 
Daniclto Nebuchadaezzor., Cut this 
Gordian Knot, It you have any Ge- 
neroſity of Spirit, any fparks of So- 
brietv, conſider your latter end; 

Ow begin to ſound a retreat, fold up 
your Enſtgns ; It 1s not too J-te, the 

door of Grace 1s yct open. Proteſt 
not to perſevere in Miichief, like De- 
vils. There are none but enraged 

Spirits, that will be healed by the Ex- 
perience of their own ill, and bury 

themſelves in their rain. Wiſe men 

alwayes make © Medicine for them- 

{elves of others Foliy. 

Uſe 2. This Doctrine ſounds: moſt | 
incemparable COmrt to all the be- 
love] of God, and called unto Holi- 
ncſs ; Confiderings 

Firfi, what he hath promiſed ; 


Fre, 28. 13. 1/4, 1. 18, Exek, 18. 22) 
25, 26: 
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25,26. 1Foha1.9. &c. Theſe are 
a Noſcgay of ſweet Flowers taken out 
of the Scripture-garden; make uſe 
of them; Let your Meditation, like 
the Bee, ſuck the ſweetneſs of them. 
The \le prove as Bezar-ſtoneto keep 
you from fainting under your Sins 
and Sorrows. Get more acquain=- 
tance with them, O Ye Sons of A- 
doption. Be not like unskilfull La- 
pidaries, little valuing the worth of 
ſuch Orient Pearls, which are the 
Riches and the only Treaſure of the 
Heirs of Glory, on this fide Heaven. 
Suck at theſe Breaſts; take Cou- 
rage from thoſe Heavenly Influ- 
ences. 

Secondly, Confidc ring what ho hath 
done. He hath been Minc (ul of h1s 
Covenant, neither will he torget. 
Het. 6. 10, God js net uitriphtcons 10 
for: "Cf TO wor 'R 7 27d labour of ey 
Wiech your b, ave ſh.” 7 ped row. 1rds hisNcmes 
277 that ye [34VE HWIHiigot Ted to the $2, FE 
ad G9 H. SO Ci” 2 7 hacff. 

You AVe three {1 IFC  Founda: 1115-0 


my 
6% 


"a 4 . 
gu 


(58) 
promiſe may Iye a long time, as Seed, 
under ground, but it 15 all the while 
a Ripening. Shall not God be true ? 
If not, who ſhall * He will be ſo far 
from coming ſhort of his word, that 
he will better it. He often ſhoots be- 
yond the Mark of his Promiſe, ne- 
ver ; _ of it. 

. His immutable purpoſc ; 2 1m, 
3. _ The Foundation of God Randath 
ſure, Ke. and, The Gifts and call'ng of 
God arc without Repertarce. It cannot 
bclajd of God, as it is of man, that 
though his Goodneſs he ſweet, yet 
't is ſhort, though he cn do enough 
for us, yct his mind may change Or 
hisProm ſc be broken ; No, as he 1s Ii- 
beral in all his expreſſions, fo he 
is unchangeable jn his intentions cf 
VOur good. \Where he loves, be loves 
Ever, 

. You have-his Scal-and Earneſt; 
Ejbuf, 4: 59. 2 Cor. 5.5. Called the 
f:r jr Fruits of tlic SPIrIc, Row. 8..23- 
as Jfracls Sara pes inthe Blderneſs » 
were the f:r57 F:; nits of Conaun ; whit 
PIECRE © nbc mcre ccruicm than the 

Foruft of -the Spirit - Epbeſ, 1:14: 
if tnis Foundation fail}, you may 
well fay with the Prophee Pavia, 
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"bas ſhall the Right eons do ? But ſoon- 


er ſhall the huge Rock be broken in” 


| to bits, and thrown as Pebbles and 


Cockle-ſhells upon the Shoar, by the 
violence of Waves ; {ſooner ſhall 
the Mountains that God hath ſet 
faſt by his ſtrength, be overturned 
by the breath of T empeſtnons Winds, 
than the Promiſes which arc ſounded 
upon the immutable Power of God 
and his. never faxing Goodneſs, be 
in the leaſt Iota made void and of 
none cffCt. 

Now as ſome kind of Artificers , 
after long porinz 02 2 pi<ce.of black 
WOrk) finding a dimne(s Jn crcir cycs, 


wy 7 -} F£EAY" $4 DJ $I 
are VWOncr As) take an En 4 CITES) Gt 
ſome other green thinz, by the ver- 
By. Eo Eee, 

da} © Wil; ne Þ they My JCISCH TINGS 
L DS, MR ; NED 

and tier Spi: -11s. choored 5 thus: B=- 
” aro! 
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Firſt, In matters of Content ation 
and ſubmiſſion to ail his Diſpenſa- 
tions. Providence 1s the beſt He- 
rauld to Marſhal us, and we ought to 
fir down content, without murmuring 
at Goes diſpoſing Juſtice. Thus 
Fob practiſed ; The Lord giveth and 
the Lord raketh; &c. Acuritins the 
Emperour, when his Wife and Chil- 
dren were Murthered before him , 
and his own eyes afterward bored 
ont, uttered this Speech, Juſtus es 
Dome & Rect 4 JEaICL. ! 8% hou art 
Rirhteous O Lord in all thy ways. 
That we are ſparcd it 1s his Mercy ; 
that we are puniſhed, cannot be un- 
juſt. Howerer things go in the World, 
could we hae hard thoughts of Sin; 
all onr thoughts of Gods dealings 
with 3, would be molt honourable, 

Secont ty, in matter of Tiiitation 
and fo, 

1. For AZ7-roifrates, in executing 
Jnitice. Here? 5 a Copy for them to 


m4 

VWiite . Sce the Rule, Dent. 1. 

i6. RI C = FOteens F it #0717 631T 9 be- 
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FIVECCTT COUNTY HI& 717 A74 [1:5 £7 Of12C7 > ju- 
itic2 is the Soul of Judgment. An wn- 
jſt Judge: 2 Solcciſm, 3 CO1tIa- 
diftion. God wi ill doJuſtice vpon men) 
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(61) 
be they what they will be; ſo muſt 
. Magiſtrates execute Juſtice imparti- 
| ally. They muſt be the Law enliven- 
ed; they mult be \ugot cixores ©c8, 
' as Plutarch ſpeaks, Living Images 
of God ; who when he is in the 
| greatneſs of his Power, is oft juſt. 
Though he could check all the world 
that ſpeak againſt him, yet he will 
do righteous things, Pſalm 48. 10. Thy 
Right Hand 1s full of Righteouſneſs. 
Gods Right Hand is an embelm of 
of his ſtrength, and it 1s full of 
Rignteonſncſs. Thus ſhould men he 
exalted ro. higheſt place of Judg- 
ment, they ſhould he full of Righ- 
reanfiz /s. It is not cnough that 
Juſtice be in the Laws, but it muſt 
be-1n_ tic - Judges -.to0-,-. elſe no 
honour » ro Ce Iricy of a King- 
dom : Juſtice 1; Ee L2w , 1s like 
Gold 'in the Mine , - wich while 
It 1s there only , doth no man 
good ; but when in tie Magt- 
ſtrate, - it-is like Gold coined 
, for Uſe and Honour. 

2, For AAmſters, ey CCM: :are als 
Righteouſneſs, ard 207 0 (Cnr or any 
Amazement 5 Cconceling it before 
great men, COVEL132 £010 <ins with 
b.- | Silence 
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Silence which they know them guilty 
of. Greatzeſs muſt not be a Buff-coat 
to any mans Wickedneſs, We know 
Phyſitians and Chyrurgeons ( and fo 
Miniſters ) are ſometimes allowed 
to be Cruel. The Lapping up of 
the Pills of Reproof, in much Pap and 
Sagar, by allaying the bitterneſs, fre- 
quently the Operation 1s fruſtrated, 
Miniſters jnuſt not Coraplement Souls 
into Hell. They mult not icaſt mens 
ears, but Wound their Hearts ; not 
lick the ſorcs of great ones, and Bite 
the Sorcs of poor oncs. Fhis 1s not 
juſt. Nathan did notio; nor John 
the Baptiſt before /7cro4, nor Paul 
before Felix ; nor Chry/oſcom beiore 
Eudoxia, nor Ambroſe under I heode- 
fs ; nor Beranrd it ſeems by his Dil- 
courſe to Enocnim. T.ct no Siniſter 
End divert jou from the Publication 
of Gods Jajitice. It 1s a work of your 
Place and : Office. It was tl:e work 
of Chriſt, of his Apcities and Mint- 
ſcers in all ages.  O, .minifcſt ſome 
parklings of this Divinier Spiitityz be- 
cauſe ſo like that wich appearcd In 
thoſe Tranſcendants among Preach- 
ors. Ln Tam win yo: | 
3. For People in all ther carthly 
| Tranſactions 
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Tranſactions. As one wrote to Eg1- 
dius Abbot of Noriaburg, concerning 
the 119. Plal. Hec non ſunt Virba 


| folum Legenaa ſed Vruenda; ſo may 


ſpeak here to you ; thele things are 
not ſpoken and Written to be heard 
or read only, but to be lived. Tits, 
the Grace of God mhich hath appeared 
to all men, teacheth you. A Duty as 


neceſſary to Salvation, as that which . 


immediately refers to God himſelf. 
Moſes came out of the Mount with 
both Tables in his Hands; the Se- 
cond as well as the firſt. They ruſt 
go both together; one ſtone in a 
Mill will do but little good. A Bird 
cannot Fly with one Wing. - Many 
pleaſe themſelves with a Single Con- 


ſcience towards God 3n the firſt Ta- 


ble ofthe Law, keving lictle Regard 
of the ſecond- towards mans this 
Argues little Sinccrity. You mult 
give God and mcn their Guc : Pra- 
cltice Rig htconſuc fs, 

Uſe. 4 And laſtly, The Uſe is for 
Rifour mation 21d PrePareciiey ''C:.NJERT 
the Lord; - #155 4. -.12.:The Lord 
1s juſt -and the: Judemenc: day is at 
Hand. Cnr74t wo Panitecitts: . xe 
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 Tamws Preces et Lachrymas Cordis Lt 
gatos, faith another. Haſte, haſteto 
meet the Lord with Entreaties of 
Peace. By hearkning to his Word, 
believing and doing it; by Humbling 
your ſelves under his Rods, or at the 
Report of his Judgments. And to 
this end, 

1. Caſt away your Sins, every man | 
his Idols. Come out of the crooked - 
Paths of Pride, Hypocriſy, Oppreſli- | 
on» Barrenneſs and whatever js con- 
trary to Godlineſs. 

2. Give your {elves to Faſting and 
Prayer, and Mourning, Focl 2.1213, 
17. Perhaps you may find Compaſli- 
on. . Who knoweth but that the 
Lord may Return and leave a Bleſſing 
behind him. 

3. Put on Chriſt, and taks him in 
yourArms. £cp7.2.1, 2, 3. Gathcr your 
{clues UGet Hero yeagroalhey foget hi, Aa- 
tion not deſired + Before the deerie rome 
forth, before the day of the Lords Anger 
come upon you. ROM. 13-125 13. Theday 
rs far ſpent, the nicht is at hand: 1. 
27 therefore caFt off the Works of Darks 
neſs, and put oa the Armonr of L:obt. 
Let 7:5 walk honeſtly 25 11 tC aay; wick 
i Rictins and Drunienmeſs, not in 
Chambering 


IS . 


_'F Chambering and Wantonueſs, not it 
Strife and Envying. But put ye onthe 
o | Lord Feſus Chrift. ------ This js the 
f | Garment with which you may come 
, | boldly before the Lord. 
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